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turns the last page of his dossier onl 
a mystery*- that set the world talking! 


Tf THY did Donald 
% M/ Maclean dis- 
WW appear? Why 
▼ * did he desert his 
wife and children, his Job. 
— that enviable Job in the 
Foreign Service which held 
so brilliant a future— and 
ms country, to go over, las 
iftmust be presumed he did, 
tA the implacable enemies 
of* his own way of life ?» 
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Th«sfe' »r* not steps a roan 
takes Sightly and it is clear that 
iof many months before wi 
M 3.1 decision Donald Mack m 
hied msucfe a terpif yim agon? 
a* indecision and guilt that feu 
hlaltfe was effected, 1 

He was ©f the ill-starred i 
p*n*rations who gr*w to maturity 
between the two world wars, and 
v^hos* impmsioTsabie years were 
lived v beneath the appalling 
shadow oi Fascism, i 

Wa tc hed ? 

In his latter years at Cam- 
bridge, in company with mmy 
hundreds at other Ubernbromded , 
young: inteHmuals. he became a J 
Communist, because Cbmmynigm 
ws* synonymous with ami* 
Fascism; to defeat I : Utl«r fe* 
rallied to Stalin, 

1 *uggest the Russian* In toll] 
pence S^oviee jcej*t a dose wst< 
on the careers of many of the? 
timer university Communists. 

in the middle Lotties the $ov/|t 
til ion was concerned abova ini 
wih atomic ifdormaUom but 
wiat might be termed ft by- 
product of our possession of the 
*u?m*c bomb, our atomic policy, 
was a high priority. And Ihoi 
mad* members of the diploma! ie 
service valuable to the Russians 
and likely to he approached it 
there was just a hint that they 
wore approachable. 

Was Donald Madcah so ftp*- 1 
proacbed ? I do not thtete any- 
one krmw$. It seem? te* possible 
from the appointments he held 
before hh flight that the autho- 
rities had any suspicions o£ him. 
But there fere two Inescapable 

fftCtS, 

the first is that fee did dis- 
appear and bffteisl opinion is that 
he ft behind the iron Curtain, 
Mr, Selwyn Lloyd. Mm is ter oi 
State for Fodfign Affairs^ said In 
reply to a cwestJoa on January 
2i, 195*4, thftif* it anyone were to 
presume thalHftcI^u W$ Bur* 
kbit are behffed the Iran Curtain, 
fe# would probably fee right’" * 
fTh* eectfod Is tW £1#0 

Bin aid sent to Melinda ibrouin 

Ml*. Dunbar. Donald left life 
hefc* at Tatsfteld m May 3& Is 
hald tsp a* ever, imd leaves 


debt* behind him; tfee money 
was tent by fcww* J?5M 
Ailgusi lr»« 

ff< m which should he f «*f«6W« 
th > time it took Donald to get 
D >m Taisfim to wherever he 

w ah and aft* the time it took 
for the arrangements to be teao« 
to send a messenger to Swifter* 
land to dispatch the money, 
Neither need be ta&ifc ,-* 2* 
together they probably out vhe 
actual lime in whEch< to fome 
quite iwoRCfivablcf con anions, 
Donald might fc»*e earned that 
sum in addition to whatever it 
cast him to live, to armma fcu 
rfav* Was that possible? ft tt 
to^ifele? Obviously mt 

There remain two poasifeiHUes' 
flrsUv, that he w&* paid m *g? 
vance for service* m «e 
rendered: secondly, that fee was? 
feeing Paid for past- services- 
Which f* the more likely ? 

combination of these two 
faek— that Donald deserted fe> 
Kulsft and that 0* * remarkably 
‘short Ume was in a position pot 
oni- to send Mehnds a Jorxe sum 
Ott money, but also to obtain POf" 
tofts ion and assistance from m* 
new mazier $ to da so^pomt* m 
one direct ten, and one omvt that 
DortaM approached by 

RvWJ&tf agents and did work for 
them, probably Jong before fee 

1 

Exploferil 


Donald was pUifuUy vutner- 
B ble. He must have appeared an 
ideal man th he approached by 
the ruthiew agents oi & country 
ready to take advantage a? *ny 
human we/ikness or any mtg* 
placed idealism. v , , , u> 
Wow much do the Brit i*n sufh^- 
rUies tenUy know of tfe^ 

& ikicac^ lice of these two men • 
Irfhis stnilement to the House m 
<3lnmons On June IK 
scrnniceo dov* after BurfSess aoj 
Mkclean disappeaved^ Mr. Herbert 
* M& r n*an said: 

^ The security aspect* of the 


m* are un^er investigation 
and it it not ih the puhhe 
inierefi to 4i«ctose them/ 

That was three years ago, and 
With practically no vwmtton jt 
beeo the l>ue takeu by 
Foreign Omce spokesmen ever 

^^But with M*Vindk we enter Jh« 
Ttzlm of pure emotion m wotca 
reason piay^ litUc pari. 

When JShe drove off Horn 
Genev* With her three mtiaU 
children on that so! fry Septem- 
ber after doors eyaeay a year ogo 
^he was, knowingly of /her 
own free with going into 

Persiigded 

She wm going to join * hua^- 
bartd who had deserted her, wnn 
Whom sho hud been sieoTly,con- 
iinuously unhappy M t iS 
thirteen ye^rs of marned life, and 
$he was doifUl this although *he 
had decided to divorce him 
ity (a remake her shatteved im, 
Ajid she was going in the Jull 
kndwlcdgO tfee grievous hurt 
her action would cause her 
mother, her family her 

friends, , ^ 

Why did she go? 

Obviously Melinda 
tacted by aaents spe^m^ m 
Donalds ^for several 

months before ^fee ev*ntu*B.v 
went They were probably men 
sod women of her own class and 
either of her or Donald s nation* 
alUy . , 

And Ihcv were supremely 
clever. They urubiibly mid her 
Oonold was ^ fern* tor 

better world H They cer^mly 

slaved on her maternal lnsHrtas 
snd gave her s glowiof picture 
of the splendid future the chi Ed- 
ten would have in the Soviet 

^ DonsWs ekeellent hi* 

ftne house, mmfys ufele pvmg 
eohditious would be stressed. 
/None of tins would have taken 
j« & wotnan who "had kept feer* 
self weU*mmrrned on world 
affairs* but Melinda bad been 
supremely disinterested. 

Yet beneath sU tfeis there must 

have beefe kind -of affeel^un; 

for DunaM the whole itoftf » 
mearhngtess. impossible, no- 
believable wl hoot that. fe ar 
Melinda we^ pot logical ; m* 
was guided b r bet emet ions 
and this final decision must nave 


I 

been taken to emotion pd j 
agon?. She must have bv«4 
ihe buftomieA* pit of hell irt fEhe 
weeks* poa?.;bly momhs, befcre 
*he ffnally Hed to join her masu 

She Mfuvt have known lh« 
tow aii d worry her going would 
cause her mother * ihe fcitifw> 
thin Unit letter she w** allow ed 

send showed that, 

But almost the lingering ashes 
of her love for Donald, atfaiim 
the sparkling mirage of life to 
which she w as bein^ drawn, norm 
a£ this mattered- He had caUcd 
her back to him— and so she went. 
She was, >n a way, justUylng her- , 
BijJf to the wbrld— and to herself < 
She was no longer deserted, nof 
longer uitwani^d t t feat was :s| 
salve to •“bejr-hurt pride ^ rw< 1 aj 
cation cl her love god hot 
desii’C. 

Where are they now, Donald. 
Melted* arid the three children ? 

I believe from reliable informal 
tiern I have obtained, not from i 
British sources that Donalct k rs[ 
one of the chiefs of the Sorwt-| 
Government's Psychological W^r^ \ 
/are Department. -He is uvmg u 


a fort of satclUte city some|^j 
miles from Moscow which wasi 
budt $<de!v la hov^e the manyi 
various foreigners working p* 
the Russian Government in this; 
particular held. 

fji » a r< 1 egl j 

It t* a cress between a «ten>-|, 

mu nd and a prison ; the inn ft tes 
have excellent Jiving condithm^ •. 
large, ' -comfortable s housci; pd ; 
gardens, shops, clubs, sc hoots—.: 
but m> freedom of movement. 
There ftfc guards all around. ^ 
oitensibiv to protect the great: 
radio transmiUers. but afto to sec 
that no one ledva* without Tier- : 
mission. On the rare Occasions 
sny of the fnre^^ers have to 
to Moscow or elsewhere in 
Busste armed guards accompany 
therm .... ... , . 

It is' there* In this t6>yji wij-i 
no name, that M elm da ^nd 
children joined Dan aid. Sh?v 
almps t certs inly told wft* b ^ne 
am mi like the life therf . sna 
ivould be free to leaye> tskijn n.er 
children with her. Will the hoviet 
keep thai promise ? it poems 
highly unlikely, * 

the end 

[World copyright] 
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N Wednesday night! September 16 , 
past year—* five dayslafter Melinda 
* disappeared-—! arrived in Geneva 
from Paris, I' saw Mrs. Dunbar 
'trie - follow mg day when she told me the 
*jdorv as it then' appeared to her. Her 
SSusions, M mine too, were that 
Melinda- had been hired away, we did 
not thtefc she- ted actually been Kid« 
naDD^d. but we wets certain tft&t 
had not gene of her own free will. 

Of the complete honest y of Mrs. Ouobar’s 
orieinsl story which was also what she had told 
M.f.5 and the Swiss Poiire. J- have not fnd hai 
Sot at the time the slight**! dotuht ; it contained 
the darts as she then sow thewi. , . 

’ It w«* ft ease of someone *>«»£ too 
concerned with events lo toe able lb , S£,Jff 
clearly, of daily cuntftet ebteur!$g£ the 
small de^ilA 

Two .sliodks 

fin the seeoWM Mrs. Dunbar then . pve Wr^ 
Ud in the New* chronic^, oil rmc^uy, bm- 
ll>er I? $ho said? <v They toad top other clothes 
1 Melinda took only tme mzM suucase wiih 
litclothcs tor itoe children, and om tor iwselt 
Ihat, 1 believe* $to* had xnaiolyjmr^r 
It was five weeks after she fcnd * c £ l Gepoy^ttoat 
Mrs* Dtitttoar returned there *nui her daughters 
Harriet and Catherine, who.- once agam, toad down 
over from America to be tov liie*r: 
mother^ side, 10 ckm up the flat 
in the Hue des A)pe*. , ' ._ , . ! 

And almost immediately she 
made two startling discoveries 

which tali her without possibthty 
of, doubt (hat contrary jo her 
earlier impression Meton®?* tosd 
planned -her flight in advance— 
hod knotyjj when she drove on 
with the chiMren that she might 
welV never return , , 

Mrs. Dunbar* first grtet- 
strickcn Impression that Melmda 
h;^ taken only things she would 
poimaii v have needed for a week- 
eni visit was primarily based tM 
It she syw her put Itm the 



THE NAME READS •* SMITH ” 

?!»« photocopier's *Kt<etepe re muled that 

■ lielinte, utei? the name Mrs. »™jy. 

orderei— ««<f pH. M«tf ,»l *»*» 

passport fire ptCtftfEi 



i W Belinda leave the 


fist with only one suitcase, two 
large raffia hold- alls which they 
had brought back from Majorca, 
and a little red overnight t»a g 
provided for their passengers by 
tbe bni air companies and wfoct? 

coritsnfmt Melinda'# toilet 
requisites. 

The fact that the expensive 
Amer iea n ~ J fda so ws » dett? p* 

lively ronmy and rouM contain 
fat more than m first sight 
appeared possible* and that the 
bsild^il* were deep and capa- 
cious* did not theft strike her, 
Hor did she realise that Melinda 
could have packed other things 
into the car beforehand* 

| When Mi% Dunbar ha 
hlr original check-up . 
elf-sH in the rather dark £$«£$*£« 
ini the flat she had been 
u)f>et to see ot think oie 


quick glance showed her 
Melinda's jtoitok coot and evening 
dress. But nothing had been pro- 
per’ y tidied away since their 
return from their long holiday* 

mi hanging in the same closet 
were druses of her OWih 
Tnen. in the chests of drawers 
were piles of cleiHe* winch she 
had bken for Meluida s, 4^ it * 
was there that Melinda usually 
kept her underclothes. Now on 
Closer examination these proved 
Vo belong to Use children and ft 
rcodired only 4 itert exaisiina- 
ijjoii for her id discover that 
Mciinda hod taken nU her bloihea 
iwtih, her, ev cry thmg from suns 
made and dresses down to the 
the undei'Cleuhes Mrs, Dunbar ipd 
Age bought for her in New Tom a 
,r too few rnornhs before* every tfclfig, 
fy, A except her mink coat and an dk> 


pensive new evening <ir*iv s|c 
bad taken almost nothing bel©n|< 
mg to the ehiidmi. " ■ I | 

Thes second dUcovery was ja^ 
large sho«t of M Foly photon ofi 
ithe three ^il&reru with * Is tile | 
envelope with photographer 'k j 
dire^tic^is clipped to ik j 

Mrs* Dunbar was extremely \ 
surprised that she knew nothin gi 
about these photos and h#d mvm' 
seen them before, 

Not only would Melinda have 
tcid her if she were thinking of 
having a photograph of the 
children, but they would eagerly 
have esamjood the photographs 
chrccUy they were obtained tr^>nv 
the shop* $0 Mrs, Dunbar Iip 
spec ted the envelops carefully* 

Evidence! "1 

And that in j 

the name of '* Mr^. Smith/' h|d| 
ordered three enlargements d j 
photograph N'O. S3— pod hat 
called for them on May 21, 0 

da vs before she* Mr& Dunb; :\\ 
arrived iiock from AraWJ 
called for them in fact white Mrs. f 
Dunbar was. m Faris and in | 
nearly daily ieiepbonlc commu^j 
ideation with her, j 

And, Mr s, Dunbar al m fouhd, ] 
the enlargements of the photo-, 
graph, which itself measured; 
4 ^ems, by iJcms,, were 10 toci 
by the mm \ 

miked for American , p^jssports | 
«nd those of of the Irbuj 

Curtain countries, 

Meiinda arid $h& children 
Irnvelied , usually m Melinda^ 
Britteh passport which .rwml 
$ ?mn, by Sem* photograph. Both l 
the pa^pott and the enlarge - 1 
merits were mlising and prepum-j 
ably Melinda had taken, therni 
with her> | j 

These two piece* of evidence 
were entirely conclusive in pur j 
opinions Me!io«Ja-s disabPeo A|neel 

bad been planned at least lorn j 
months before it toote place,* j 

[World cnpuriptofl \ 
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iHE day alter 
Melinda’s mother 
received the tele- 
gram from Territet 
the next clue to the missing 
family’s movements was 
found. 

On September 17* 1953. six 
.days after they disappeared, it 
set the tors on a trail 

which petered out on the 
borders of the Russian zone of 
Austria, but which most clearly 
indicated that Melinda had 
one to join her husband, 

, It was the discovery in a 
Lausanne garage of her blue 
fhevrotet car* The propriety 
Lid the police it had been lei 
Pv a woman with three sma 
children not long before 7 p.n 
on the previous Friday — si? 


toys earner — ana ticket 
Suck beneath the windscreln- 
wiper indicated that it was! To 
fe called for the day attest® 
liscoverv — Friday Sept<pn- 
“er 13. 

Site knew 

’ Tills proved conclusively that, 
sometime at least after jhctert 
her apartment tn Geneva, 
Melinda knew she would not be 
returning on the Sunday even- 
ing? as she had told her mother. 
It also showed that she knew 

then that she was not gomg to 

spend' the week-end with friends 
irt a villa at Territet Bui 
whether she knew these things 
before she left home we do not 

Jtl The discovery of the car* only 
a hundred yards or so from 
Lausanne stAlipn. soon led ta the 
next" step* Melinda and her chi l 
dren, it was found* had taken the 
n a$ p.m. train from Lausanne io 
Zurich on that Friday evening. 

She was identified by a ticket 
collector who had been on duty 
on the train, and also by a Swiss 
professor who was travel* i-n* on 
it and who noticed _ a worned* 
looking Melinda and^ her three 
cATIdrcri boarding; it at I^usatme. 

Evidence soon came to Igjj 
tlkt Melinda and her family [left 
tit train a t Zurich- F or a dar or 
t’ffo there were doubts abdutjher 
next movement, for she was 
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wffttigU* identified having 
v- i^n a l Vienna station 
Wnot in fact she did wo* 'o 
rtiTii the Aribecg .express*. a> 
Vilvich't' ' but to leave iu t&u.lf t . 
Saturday at the small ' 

Tyrolean village of seh warden 
s: Veit 40 miles Loin Salzburg* 
Jdf^tiftchUorE here was pro- 
vided by &ft urarned American 
ebldhgi who was travelling on 
toe Arlherg to Vienna tram. fie 
>hared a ftrst-daM r^rr^e with 
the Maclean foEfriiy, who had not - 
^<*et>e: * although it was a 
.journey,. ' 

When he' heard of Mrs, Mac- 

dlfriippearaiicft he gave * rt - 

to-maimn to the American 
authorities id Vienna, who tm 
formed the Swiss* Patfc* who in 
their turn told ibf French Fence, 
'.v h o p y &ed It m lo Mr $ Du ft ba r 
His de^rlptioidef the path*** 
little family whd|trh veiled 
into that flight » far too vivid 
and accurate to %mv*.J*nT, wm 
p>r doubt The two fair-haired 
Uttle boys in grey ftatiftei suits 
who told him they went to school 
isiY Geneva ; the one expanding 

Please and the two jatfia hmd- 
sill from Majorca t Melinda and 
he I 'clothes—' the bright blue 
thrle-quarter length ee&t— and, a 
detail which i$ so wholly c.&ttvmc- 
jog that nothing else is reai-te* 


needed, Ihri fact that she was 
Weaning a rather cheap Uttlef 
mascUUne wrist -waicit 

In ;<ick Mid in da, having broken 
the tobcvUn to her own watch, 
wits using one which Mrs* Dunbar 
bad bought for Fergus, an \n~ 
expensive Which of the kind one 
would normally £iv* to a rune- 
year-old boy> 

The colonel saw them leave the 
train at Schwaraach St. Veit 
around 0 on the memtog m 
Saturday, Sopte*nto* ■ 1% 


Trail" ciwls 


If further were 

necessary, 'it' was supplied by a 
porter at Sehwarzseh SU \$tl- 
slathm who helped the Macleans 
off tW train, saw them go into 
the restaurant, »od then, snout 
30 minutes later* drive away m a 
large American ear which had 
arrived white they were drinking 
their vcoflee* The driver was des- 
Cfibod as a slim man of average 
height who spoke German with 
an Austrian accent 
That was the end Of th« trail, 
Melinda, Wp Donald before hft K 
had gone b :yond the boundarte* 
over which &’est em investigation 
could easil T follow h??< This 
fairly xaj^id y gathered evidence* 


for the Inquiry started on Tue$* 
dav, September 15, and was con- 
cluded five days later, was 
considered convincing enough for 
the Swiss Police to announce that 
the frwnt was off as it was dear 
that •“ no purpose would be 
served by a further search. 

■* There ‘ are, however, sever*! 
poiM* in the actual mecaame^ of 
the 3 oumey from Geneva to the 
Austrian frontier which have 
riot beef! cleared up. In the first 
place, Melinda left home m her 
quite fast and powerful car at 
3,30 m the Friday afternoon. 

The next verified appearance 
was at the gtirage in Lausanne 
just before 7 p.m,— three und a 
half hours icier. The distance 
.between the two points is hm%> 
ever cmTv 40 rmles— -not mucii 
'more than throe- qu Sr ter s of an 
hour's drive. What did she da, 
i*nd wiicra did sbe gu, Ut the 
meantime t 

She gave herself, or WW given, 
rojj\^rkably liUle tuhe to park: 

- the car and conduct her little 
party, with a certain amount of 
luggage and a baby in arms^ from 
the garage to the station. Some- 
body must have helped, 

if is dear lo me that it was 
during this time this un- 
ex placed three hours, that 
Melinda saw whoever it was who 
wa»' instructed to contact her* 
and received her final Itsslro^* 
tioni, ' ’ „.,, -: * . iu 

V; It is almost certain, too. th 
&ih& lickeig for her long jouriw.. 
s ' were given to her before she gj&t 
K:ta the Station, for not only hM 

^she, so far as is known, hardy 


enough money, but she.certainjv 
had no time^td^oke ticiccia aT 
Lausanne, . " _ ^ , . 

From what Mrs. Dunbar tol 
me t estimated that Melinda lef 
Geneva with around £30 in Swig- 
tVmscs : and she 4^w this mone^ 
from the bank that afternoon at 
her mother's request j 

Mv colleague Hugh McLe&ved 
add ol tbs' Nsws Ohromcte SfiKi^| 
reporters, who followed the trad; 
from Geneva to Schwar7.ach St; 
Veit and who obtained the 
reliable: and detailed identifica- 
tion bv the porter at the Wttie 
Austnim station* worked it out 
os follow &r "... _ w : v 

One f5r$t ■''doss ticket for her* 
self and two Waives for the boys 
from Lausanne to Enrich : £7 13s. 

From Zurich to Buchs, Oft the 
Austrian frontier, would cmd 
Ci 6s. for the throe of them, and > 
from buchs onwards another 
£d 12 s 


Spent out 


The total for actual fares was 
therefore £20 without taking 
into Congt derail on any addition^ 
expenses such ss mealSh porters 
and anything she might have had 
to spend in Switzerland, after 
"she left ker Hue des Aipea flat m 
Geneva and before she caught 
the train. 

It could be done, but it would 
have left fl very small balance 
with which to face unMov*; 
adventures or my emcrgenly 
should anything m wrong, .«*. J*r 
example, should «-he suddeifiy 
have wished to so back. I 
[World copyright l 
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HEN Meltada and the cMldiett drove oft so 
hurriedly from Geneva orr that sunny Friday 
afternoon a year ago this week it did not for 
a moment occur to Mrs jDunhar that she 
womd not see them again }n two days" time. 

And ever* when they did not arrive on the Sunday evening 
she was worried but not seriously alarmed. Alarm came Monday 
morning, and U was th*ty on September H t 18 53, that she took 
steps' to inform M.I.5, £- — — •*— 

Her first attempt to get info London 

k « * c * imw, ^.U -had asked her to let them 



touch With, the authorities in 
London was not very success- 
fuL The British Consiil- 
General in Geneva, Mr, Lamr 
bert, who had been osetremety 
kind to Melinda, had recently 
foft on promotion to the more 
important post of Consul- 
General in Paris, arm Airs. 
; Pmbdt did not know his 
■ successor, 

Whm jht m^phmed to the 
British Qdhfiuiate at 11,46 a m. 
<sjie bad first to explain who 
site wa?— which she did bv 
$ lying that she was the 
" h PtheHn-law of Donald 
kfaclean. This seemed to strike 
no chord, and so she asked if 
, sbe could speak to the Consul- 
. General on an urgent matter, 

4 She was iofd she could pot 
see anyone before 2 p.m, a& alt 
the senior members of the 
Consulate had gone to the 
airport to meet the Lord Mayor 
of London, 

Mrs, Dunbar waited in grow- 
ing anxiety until after luncheon 
and then went to the Consulate/ 
which was only & short dis- 
tance from her apartment* 


know Urgently if anything out of 
the ordinary happened* This was 
urgent, she repeated, - 

The official »$$&: “Now, Mrs 
Dunbar, Pm sure y our daughter 
will tetum soon. But f will pass 
or4 your information through the 
proper channels,^ 

Mrs, Dunbar relumed to her 
timrimmi in despair, For the 
fiftieth Utile she w«nt through 
her papers but could not find the 
telephone number she wanted 
FmaUy she went to the tele- 
phone end asked the Geneva 
exchange to lot her through to 
the Foreign J> ®i& in London. 


m 


llcjiarteil 
missing 

BJ\e ssw one of the CrmsuL sod 
| £$& Jiiaj, tfttft her dough loo, 
Melinda Maclean, a British sub- 
f jest, and her three children were 
mmrng, and asked him to jh- 
London uPmedi&t«iy, ] 
me said her information would 
^ sent otv to London through 
proper channels "—which 
* 5 f lightly took to be the mails.. 
*frs, Dunbar \ replied that 


men 
arrive 

The call came through at once 
and she asked for Mr. Carev- 
foster to find that he was 
abroad. But *he spoke to one of 
his assistants. 

She said she wa$ Mrs. Dunbar, 
mo|her-rn-law of Donald Maclean 
and asked if the olheial to whom 
«h* was speaking knew who she 
was. 

He did and she said she ft#d in 
-*** into touc^with MIA vefv 
urgently 

Forty minutes later a senior 
omclal telephoned io her. She 
told him that Melinda and the 
children were missing, that they 
had gone away for the weekend 
snd had not relumed.- 

He said i "^'fcVouid you like try* 
to come over to Geneva ? * Mrs, 
Dunbar said she would, He 
plieti that he would be there as 
soon as possible, that she was not 
to worry, and jt hat it would be 
better if &he trad no one eLe. ‘ 

At this point |Mr$. Dunbar had 
net informed ive Swiss jxdSee, 
for she felt thrfc. it wa* impera- 


WAS SHE THEfftEI 

Terrifet— the guief suburb of 
Mdntrem wham Melinda mid 
tte was weekending 

live that the British authorities 
whs bad worked on the earlier 
Burgess and Maclean disappear- 
ance should be iedri fim< and 
anyhow she was airajd that it 
she went to police headquarters 
ifiic would have to explain every- 
thing ?o a junior ofUcer who 
w^ould possibly never Have heard 
of the Maclean case. 

Tk^t evening, less than a day 
after Jviri Dtmbar reaped that 
^tnethiijg: had happened to 

MeLiKte> two semor Ml. 5 officers 
new to Geneva, where they 
arrived early on Toeslay 
motiving, ^ 

Waiflug foi 
liewi 

Th^r wern to the fiat in the 
hue des Alpcs, heard Mrs, Dun* 
bars story, and, with $wi*s 
tx>hce officers, drove oft at one* 
io Montreux, where they spent 
%nost of the day trying : to f\n4 
either the hotel at which Melinda 
had said she was to meat her 
Cairo friend Bobm Muir, or the 

iv22^S r f s ^ e ha £ expected to 
spend the week-end, f 

All Tuesday Mrs, dLnbar * 
waited In a&ony for ne^f™but* 
there mi$ none. She haf with > 
her hr mw her daughter Harriet 
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source concerning something 
that happened in Geneva to an 
Englishwoman and her threfe 
children, particularly a* thl 
woman was Mrs. Maclean. I 
One imagines that the Fore i gif 
Office and the security officers 


line on the people behind 
Melinda’s disappearance. * 

She had told her motljer she 
was going to Terri let Mri Dim- 
bar passed on this ji#orma> 
tion at least 24 hours befire the 
telegram was handed in at the 
very place Melinda had indi* 


pursuing the inquiry would have rated; widespread mvesiig^mn* 

ste* rsrss 


S V^\TZERLANo 
GENEVA 


broken this was no, longer 
possible, and * statement giving 
an accurate and su rprisingly 
lull summary of the then known 
tacts was issued from Whitehall. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
made some extremely interesting 
comments. He said that it was 
v entire) v a matter for specula- 
tion whether Mrs. Maclean had 
left to join hey husband. ' 

He emphasised that she was an 
“ entirely free agent*- and was 
under no obligation to report her 
movements. 

While the disappearance of 
anv British national “was a 
matter for concern," the British 


officers: and yet no one seems to 
have thought of keeping watch 
in Territet. 

There was nothing at all to 
guarantee that Melinda would in 
fact go to Territet, and it is tm- 
likely that she did so. 


Pattern as 
before 


But already there was a cesfam 
similarity in pattern between 
this and the earlier disapjjar- 
since of Burgess and Mocfcan, 
and it would surely have leen 
well ‘worth while keeping Tone 


authorities were, in this case, still man in this small suburb where 
anxious to acquire " any addi- any stranger would be quickly 


and son-in-law Jay Sheers, who 
had flown down from Paris. 

That night she decided to tele- 
phone to her other daughter, 
Mrs. Catherine Terrell, in New 
York, to break the sad news to 
her before she had the shock of 
reading it in the newspapers— 
which, however, had not yet got 
wind of the sensational new 
development in the Maclean 
case. 

1 And it was through this per- 


remarked ? 

The post office clerk— who 
could hot at first be found lor 
he had shut up shop and gone off 
to work on his farm— at once 
remembered the dispatch of the 
telegram, for at that season of 
the year the traffic at Territet 
was insignificant 

It had been handed in by a 
heavilv made-up foreign woman 
who baa, presumably uninten- 
tionally, drawn attention to her- 
self and the telegram by the fact 
that it was written in such bad 
^pv _ a ntA /-0 dvf hjird inform*- English that even a Swiss Clerk i 

had to ask for certain small, 
alterations to be made. 


lional information w about the 
Burg ess- Maclean case, and it was 
therefore " natural that two 
security officers "—whose names 
« were not given— should have been 
Rent at once to Switzerland . 
Finally, there was " no evidenc : 
the disappearance was not vbluii - 
tary/’ 


Word f rum 

Melinda ? 


Uon was obtained during that day 
—Wednesday— when Mrs. Dunbar 


ofcpcarance 
life world. 


For spending the day with Mrs. 
Terrell when her mother"* tele- 
phone call came through was a 
woman friend whose husband 
was a journalist, working on a 
small New York newspaper and 
also as a tipster for one of the 
big news agencies. That night he 
telephoned the story to his 
and agency. By 


man branch office at Territet, an 
outlying suburb of Montreux, 
where Melinda had told her 
mother she was going to spend 
the week-end. 

Written in a foreign handwrit- 
ing, it said.: 

“Terribly sorry delay in con- 
tacting you— unforeseen circum- 
stances have arisen am staying 


It is unlikely that even if the 
" messenger — and she was ^cer- 
tainly nothing more— had been' 
found, she would have led the 
police to her superiors, | [ 

But, with a little foresiglm, it 
is possible that valuable infoima-' 
tton might have been obtalied. 
and it was badly missed. * 

[World copyright] 




kneW that Melinda Maclean and 
her three children had vanished. 

Vhe immediate result in London 
wls a flood of inquiries at the 
Frl-eign Office by journalists 


well — fink 
form-love 


seeking confirmation-^or denial — 
of nh‘ * " ‘ ' 


his atoipy from an American 1 


time— all extremely 
rose m marvellous 
from all— Melinda." 

The investigators appeal! to 
have missed a most valuable r iand 
simple* chance of getting some^ 
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NLY three days reins 
in that September, 
Dunbar, and the thre 
1 in Majorca. 

Only three more days \t 


led after Melinda returned 
153, with her mother, Mrsfe 
children, from the holidaj 

the security and safety o| 


the free world. And on any of them Melinda, by a word, 
by a gesture, even, could have saved herself and her 
children. 

But she said nothing. She told 
no 'one the terrible $e crct which 
must have weighed with such 
crushing torment on her. In 
fact, the three days passed so 
busily that even now Mrs. 

Dunbar, is not quite certain 
exactly what did happen. 

One fact has remained firmly 
fixed in her memory : Melinda 
tried persistently to persuade her 
ter go away. S he had only returned 
ti3 Geneva from her visit to Hew 
Ylrk ten weeks before they all 
v4nt to Majorca. And since 
Mi cl can’s disappearance she h ad * 
efeept for that absence and an- 
other ' short holiday. been 
Melinda*® inseparable companion 
and support 

Yet on the Tuesday morning, 
the day a Our _ theirJeturn from 
Majorca. Melinda suggested that 
it would be a *’ nice change *' if 
she went over to London. Mrs. 

Dunbar replied reasonably that 
she had not the slightest wish to 
go to London so soon after her 
return to Geneva, 

Then Melinda asked Why she 
did not go to Pa ris. ■" Don’t you 
think it would be a good idea if 
y^u went to Paris for s little 
yftile to buy some new clothes ? 
ft lie asked. 

J\frs. Dunbar pointed out firstly 
sip did not want any clothes and 
secondly ^ Harriet was away froi 


i 


I 


Paris. Melinda nevertheless tried 
several times to ring up Harriet 
at her Paris number. 

Eventually Mrs. Dunbar said 
she would be going to Paris 
" some time after Fergus's birth- 
day* 1 (September 23). 

M Oh, tha t will be loo late/ 
replied Melinda. 

u Too late for what? " asked a 
mystified Mrs. Dunbar. 

Melinda did not reply, * 

Odd? But 
nut then 

Examining this full story 
Melinda's last days in Swill 
land id the knowledge of w| 
was so soon to happen, one mil 
feel that her behaviour was su 1 
ciently strange to awaken a n. 
picion that something was wrong, 
something out of the ordinary 
Was in the air. 

Surely her demeanour, her 
ac»tons, her words were not • 
normal? The answer is, of 
course, that for this unhappy, 
bewildered girl whose life had 
been so catastrophically over- 
turned and who, for a long period, 
had been distraught, uncertain, . 
tormented, there was no longer 
anythin e deeply unusual in this 
behaviour. 

It must also be remembered 
that neither Mrs. Dunbar nor 
anyone, else cIogo- to Melinda.. 
ever had the slightest suspicion i 
that she had been contacted or 
that she would in any circum- 
stances contemplate going to 
Donald. 1 

\ Without any such suspicion tell 
trLat she did and said had teo 
rctel significance; it was meraly 
a ivmptOTU of her intense unhab- 
pii|ess and uncertainty. ; 


Nice fresh 1 
. hair-do 

» Apart from this and one other 
strange little conversation, the 
last three days, Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, September 
8, 9 and 10, passed rather busily 
in the normal preoccupations of 
a family which had just returned 
from a long summer holiday. 

Melinda seemed to be in and 
out of the flat the whole time, 
and by the evening was sufTi- 
cientlv tired to go early to bed. 
Mrs. Dunbar not only did not ice 
\trv much of her, but, contrary 
if her usual custom,* had little 
etcasion for the long talks tlfey 
lu ally had together each nigm. 

One thing that she did struck 


Mrs. Dunbar as curious and 
like Melinda. On th,e Thursday , 
Sje brought back from the dry f 
cleaners three of her summer 
flocks which she had taken vnjon 
tie Tuesday. j 

In the first place, it: was un- 1 
like Melinda to be so prompt m 
having her clothes cleaned. 
Secondly, it was totally unlike 
her to take her own dresses 
without asking her mother .u 
she, too, had not something she 
would tike cleaned, especially as 
thev had both come back. from 
their holiday with their dresses 
crushed. * 

On the Thursday, too, Melinda 
spent the afternoon at the beauty 
parlour having her hair washed, 
cut and set. There was nothing 
in this : it was a normal and 
natural thing • for a girl to do, 
especially on her return from a 
seaside holiday. 

But, again, it was much quicker 
than one would expect from 
Melinda who usually took tier 
■ time about everything, especially 
about anything connected with 
her appearance or her clothes. 

Added together, in the reveal- 
ing light of later events, Melinda’s 
actions on her return to Geneva 
were consistent with those of 
someone preparing for an “Im- 
portant journey. But at the time 
: they appeared entirely ordinary 
and attracted no attention.. 

On the Thursday night# the 
hfasf night she spent witW her 
mother, who was ^Iso her doses! 
frabnd in the world, Melinda 
clJarlv came very near to ireak- 
irt down, very near to revealing 
what was happening. 


if cry for 
1 advice 

Late tlhat night, a« they were 
going to bed, Melinda- stood m 
the doorway between their two 
rooms * looking ghastly 
tired, desperately worried. 

Suddenly, and with no connec- 
tion with what they Had been 
talking about, she said: * Oh, how 
I wish I had someone to advise 
me!” 

Mrs. Dunbar had no Idea what 
she meant. The only subject 
they had discussed that, day on 
which it seemed likely that 
Melinda could want advice was 
the disposal of the house at Tais- 
field. on which large annual pay- 
ments bad still to be made. 

So she replied: "Well, Melinda. 

I have had certain experience 
with property in America and 
although I do not know .what 
happens ir. England I think 1 
could advise you if you tell me 
exactly what’s worrying you, 
Melinda gave her mother one 
uncomprehending look, s-noniv 
her ahead —and went into her bed- 
roefn and shut the door. J 
Was she about to tell- hrr 
mJber of the perilous Jteo f.e 
wsfr contemplating ? Had fie 
StAl not quite decided i %9I c / r 
. the summons which had come or 

which she knew was about to 
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arrive T Was sfce stifil in 4o*sbtf? 
On# $mt dots not know* B4r 
mother had -all »Wmg been m? 

: coifida^t: She hsd not wretf) 

loj mart? Donald before gohfe 
V&fcfc to America to tili her 
mother about him; She insisted 
ion murnm# in H*r »dtor>- 
home in the middle Of too war 
to have her ftm bspy^ She 
bailed her mother t© her when 
DormUS disappeared, 

J/ipii *•«*#*«? 


And from that moment Mrs. 
Dunbar had been at her side con- 
1 eta h tty sod bad helped her 
through aid her troubles. Ine 
urge to tur« to her a gam must 
have been shnast toesutoe, and 
Meltftda must have been desper* 
stety mm in heart and tut rid , 

But she hold bock. Something 
even stronger than her love for 
her mother, her love for her own 
eo&ttrv her own wav of U«e. was 
P v\ in* 'her in another direction, 
anc she dare not speak. ^ ahe 
kmvt that if she h*d even hinted 
ilia: she was about to tooOW 
DOnat-d and to her chi 
with her, Mrs* 
n^nbor^youtd 
h<t v e ifn e dt i a tel y 
mobilised every 
security force uv 
£ u r o p e — &ud 
America. 

The Friday 
opened normally, 
with Melinda 
& p pc a r i n g no 
more depressed 
or preoccupied 
than usual. After 
breakfast she 
went o(T in her 
car to the ^ btg ” 

—market* w h i c h 
was held iwicb u 
week in Geneva. . ~ 

On other mornings she would do 
the daily shopping at the 
ordinary M small " iruarkct hear 
the flat. 

She wa* gone Quite © while 
and when she returned U was 
evident that something "had hap- 
pened. A She w&s incandescent 
with, efciiement. The die bad 
been Asi, Her decision was 
taken* 1 There were no more 
> doubisw 

She hurried into the flat, almost 
tfrrftw down her morning's Air* 
oh a les. ?m4 toned fo : 

her jmother, to tell her about the 
w twl loveliest things' 5 ' tot tad 
h;*b*ehed to her,: 1 

Mrs. Dunbar Cannot remember 
Whnt the second wm 


*Bul the &r*i was that a fm|d 
of Cairo days catted Boto, Mtir 
hid met her aseidenUUv m tie 
oirket and invited her and 
cjildren to spend a Week-end with 
fcfm and to wife in ter villa dt 

^ A* to might have &mm\W in 
finds ft« the vina* he nnd *aid be 
would ni#et her in the lobby of 
a Monireux hotel — Mra. Duitor 
docs not recollect whether 

MeUnda mentioned the hotel by 
name— at 4.30 that afternoon: 
fgfe how know that this" chanfc 
m eUrtg with an old friend frojn 
C< ink” w&s probably uptrtfe, 
hi v^way to the extent that if 
it *<j It had been soroooije * 



Melinda hid ' known, in hef Cairo 
days who had been severed t as 
the guide to take her to Dundld* 
ile knew that there c|*> 

tjinly to be nu * weekend with j: 
lie chftdrfeft ai bis villa |st • 

# Was the playing a careful and 
indeed cunning role ? It would 
be so unlike Melinda who. as her 
mother and cloae friends have 
repeatedly stressed to me was 
not ,» deceitful person* was on 
the contrary frank and simple 
and a poor liar. 

Yet, whit i* one k> trunk ? 
That even at this moment 
Melinda did not know what the 
was about to do ?■ 

Her immediate action* are 
capable of two interpretations : 
Either that she did indeed think 
jto wg* taking the children to 
th<« house of some old friends, or 
thS i she Wfefr taking them to meet 
a ather they had not seen for 
months and who had in feet 
ttAer tel eye* on his baby 
daughter* 

For she declared that she ffltts :• 
buy “ Pinker* *" a new coat 1 
some new shoes, and she took th s. 
baby and Fergus with her m l 
went off again to the shops. 

SEie retorn€sd some time late?, 
showed her motor to things 
she hftd bought, put the bsby to 
tn%i and busied herself about to 
holi^e— -still in a state of some 
earitemt-nt 

f he was probably doinj; her 
ov|t packing ft t this time. She hftd 
said thev muat leave at 3 pvra., 

. ,...- ■ .■ . ^nd then Just 

before luncheon 
Mrs, Dunbftr 
found ihs t 
neitEiar she nor 
Melinda bad 
much money. 

She told 
Melinda to rin$ 
up the bank and 
find out t h e i r 
balance and it 
was decided that 
jfler lunch wi-en 
lie banks ?e* 
Ipencd MeVh da 
. f*«ld a?ive 
I ,cr« find cas| a 
cheq ue. _ __ 


But after lynch 5 
a rt action ^me& to .pi in Jtd 

tni-jl after thev had nnukl ed 
Melnda sat at tbe tattle, play iis 
rest es si y with a half 'Ctnpt ed 

rials of w im* deep tn JtJ 

which from the look of strain s pd 
tension on her face, were far 
from happy, 

Mrs. Dunbar had to remind 
her that she would be fete u 
she did not burry* a with J 
viable effort MebMs shook ojf 
her abstraction and drove on to 
the batik where she cashed & 
cheque for IDO Swi*,^ francs— at 
that time roughly 

She arrived back )u^t before 3. 
having paid o ^aro^e bill of ou 
Swiss francs, and bought ftome 
fit >$ powder and lipstick, but 
:h;i '\n& forgotten aspirin wbh h 
M a, Dunbar had particular y 
as her to buy- 7 ... ,. 

Ito had also a parcel whun 
she told her mother contained* a 
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Waev dms which *ne bad 
bought, but, most unusually, &he 
did hot open this to show it to 
Mrs! Dunbar* 

It | is probable from the time 
she fc&s gone and the things she 
had to do in it that this dress 
had been ordered beforehand. 
Mrs. Dunbar does not think 
Melinda had had enough time to 
select and try on a dress of this 
kind. ^ 

il ii excited 
flurry 

Melinda gave Mrs, Dunbar 200 
Swiss francs and probably had 
around 350 remaining in her 
purse. 

When Melinda returned from 
her dash to the bank and the 
stops there was a flurry of ex- 
citement. It was already a little 
alter 3— the time they had 
pllnned to leave— and they were 
net nearly ready. 

The baby was awakened and 
dressed in her new little woollen 
jacket and shoes; the boys put 
on grey flannel suits ; Melinda 
herself appeared in a black skirt 
and white blouse over which she 
wore a three-quarter-length 
bright blue Schiaparelli coat. 

, But Mrs. Dunbar was horri- 
fied when She saw the skirt. 
* For Heaven's sake, Melinda/' 
she said, “ you can 6 ! go away in 
that dirty skirt” 

So Melinda went off to change. 
Little Donald wanted to take 
some blue jeans Mrs. Dunbar 
had brought back from New 
Ytrk for him ; and at the last 
minute she noticed that the 
baby's favourite doll bad been 
let behind, ' 

kt 3 30 they were ready. Mr*. 


Dunbar kissed the children fo od- 
bye and told Melinda tft- be 
careful Melinda said she 
and repeated that they would oe 
back early on Sunday evening, 
There wag nothing emotional 
or agitated In her demeanour. 
After the flurry and excitement 
of getting ready, she was calm 
and almost casual 
la fact, in its ordinariness there 
was a striking similarity between 
her departure and that of Donald ‘ 
27 months earlier; no one could 
possibly have foretold that, 
instead of going off to do exactly 
what she said she was— spend a 
week-end with friends^she was 
starting one of the mast momen- 
tous and dramatic: journeys any 
woman would make: sell-chosen : 
exile behind the Iron Curiam j 
Her last words to her mother 
were, in fact. * Would you like 
me to ring vou up whenJl Kftt 
there ? “ Mrs. Dunbar Ufd her 
not to bother , 


;nJ X 
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She too 
, the hey 

And at 3-30 p.m. on Friday, 
September 11. Melinda drove off 
with her three children— taking 
with her not only the three large 
keys to the apartment in the Rue 
des Alp es she was never to see 
again, but also the only key to 
the letter box. She was wearing 
a set of gold clips and pin Mrs. 
Dunbar bought her in Majorca 
And, flanging over her 
shoulder, still in the case it 
hardly, if ever. left, wasltne 
brand new camera Mrs- Dujbar 
bad bought for her | 

That was the last glimpse JMrs, 
-"Dunbar' had of her daughter 

[World copyright] 
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TTK some ways the flva 
9 weeks in Majorca] 
9 during the summer of 
Hr* 1953, were the happiest 
KMinda had spent sinc^ 
&$clean left. Cala Ratjada, 
where she stayed with her 
mother and children, is a 
little seaside village some 
sixty miles from Palma, the 
capital. 

It it on a bay in the lovely 
rocky eastern coast of the 
island, and in villas built 
on the cliff live a small colony . 
of British and American 
families who have made ,this 
charming island their borne— 
anyway, for the summers, 

. The weather was magnificent 
and the children had a 
Upavenly time on the beach 
afcd playing in the sea. 
Melinda appeared to be happy. 
Although at times nervous 
aild worried she seemed for a 
time to have shaken off . the 
depression which had obtained 
so firm a grip on her. 

The fair 


artist 

She was a great success and 
made many friends— as she 
had also many admirers. See- 
ing Melinda thaw out in the 
Majorca sunshine and in the 
friendliness and admiration 
which surrounded her, Mrs. 
“"Dunbar ' also began to feel 

1 At last, she told herself, 
Melinda was beginning to far- 
glt the tragedy which hid 
cjme into her life, was be- 
ginning to forget that she wis 
the wife of the Missing DipliJ- 


I 


mat, was beginning! even to 
forget the Diplomat timself. 

But events were tojprov? her 
wrong. Among the friends they 
made at Cala Ratjada was an 
artist, a tall, fair man of about 
50. And one dav, when they 
had been at Cala Hatjads a 
fortnight or so, Melinda said 
quite suddenly ; w How like 
Donald he is ! " 

A chance 
remark 

There was Indeed a strong 
resemblance, not only in looks, 
but also in walk, gesture and 
voice. 

Itf was one day soon after this 
that Melinda came back from 
the beach and, as she stood on 
the veranda of the house in 
which they were living, gazing 
out at the sea, she said, sud- 
denly and with no connection 
to what she had previously 
been saying : - He doesn't 

believe in war' either.” 

At the time Mrs, Dunbar 
replied, casually, her mind on 
other things, something like : 

•* Well, Jots of people don't 
believe in war,** and gave the 
matter no further thought. 

Later, after Melinda had 
disappeared, this chance re- 
mark assumed great signifi- 
cance. 

Melinda was one of the least 
politically-conscious of women, 
quite astonishingly so if it is 
. remembered that she had been 
married for over ten years to 
a man whose profession was 
international affairs. 

She was rarely.. Sf ever, 

. heard to begin a discussion on 
any of the great world prob- 
lems of the day, and if they 
were- brought up- in her 
presence she would reply 
vaguely and without interest 
or knowledge. 

Innocent 

words 

But if, at the back of her 
mind, she did store away a few 
vague unformed views, they 
*were the residue of views she 
had heard Donald advance— 
the few phrases, or ideas that 
had stuck, for Donald did: the 
^ firmly thinking/ V *V v 

SThis vital question of M not: 1 
^believing tin ..war ” was, how- 
£ e*ec one of the rare excep-v. 
« tioas^^Bhe had said it, in quite 


different circumstances, ond 
before, and little Fergus 
watching a school-friend plai 
ing rapturously with toy tank 3 
and wooden soldiers, had or 
said rather proudly that his 
daddy was fighting for peace. 

It could well be that those r 
few innocent words hide the j 
entire secret of the disappear- 
ance ©I these five human : 
beings, two adults and three 
children. 

But was it by sheer coincidence 
that Melinda heard soma echo 
of them on the golden sands of 
Majorca? Or had she already 
received messages telling her 
that wherever Donald was and . 
whatever else he might be doing, 
he was basically still fighting for 
peace ? 

There was, however, only one 
other thing of any significance 
that happened during the 
Majorca holiday. One evening, 
as they were getting ready to go 
out Id dinner, Mrs Dunbar 
heard Melinda say — again, 
probably to herself—* 1 Oh, what 
have f done with Donal/' 
letter ? " 

It is probable that this was 
letter she received in Tatsftel 
few weeks after Donald 
appeared, and which she alw 
carried with her. 

Mother is 


angry 


i > 


But there is a vague possi- 
bility that Melinda might have. : 
received another letter, which 
she kept secret 

Melinda was obviously con- 
tacted several times before the 
last meeting which resulted in 
her flight, but it is unlikely that 
anything was arranged by letter 
or that anything, at any time, 
was put in writing. 

A few days before they left • 
Majorca Mrs. Dunbar suggested 1 
to Melinda that she should write 
to the garage in Geneva where 
they had left the car to ask that 
it be taken, to the airport to 
meet them when they landed. 
She had alwo said it would be a ! 
help, as they were due to arrive 
in the late afternoon, if Melinda , 
wrote to the concierge to ask her 
to buy milk, bread, buffer, eggs 
and the other groceries they i 
would require that everting and 
the nest morning 

The day they were leaving, Mrs. 
Dunbar found that Melinda had 
not written, and asked her to 
send telegrams. 

They landed at Cointrin Air- 
port, some 20 minutqs from 
Geneva, around 4.30 p.rru ©i 
Monday September 7- Then 
vas no car to meet them - 

Mrs. Dunbar turned ’ 
Vtelinda.^ < * Did you send tbd 

rdC ■ . ’ ■- ■■ ’v 

Before* she could finish f her* - 



# 
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hientshce * ebhtrUe Melinda 
1 brake iri> H Ob Mummy > Ikn 
\ tinfnbly sorry. In the rush 1.6 
V&el away 4 forgot %ii about it :f 
iot onct t the ioii||:-»urt«rA^ 

; MrL Dunbar* was anfry, 

\ child reih after' their idhg. 

' loumey, were tired and *a little 
fretful t they had pile# of luggage 
with them, fw in addition to the 
b ags they took, there were the 
big native- made straw hold-ills 
they had bought* as well as alt 
kinds of treasure* the children 
hod collected. 

"Well/* she said, ” you'd 
better go and "ph one— quickly/' 
They sat around in the airport 
for half an hour before the ear 
arrived. and then when they 
reached the flat there was. of 
course, nt> milk, bread, butler, 
nolhlrjg if* fact for the children s 
upper, 

ISyilS contrite, Melinda said she 
fculd go and buy them. The 
Jddrett were still unloading the 
and leaving hag# and mil* 
ijkzs Strewn about the Hvi ragr- 
room, v 

Letter iss 
Her It and 

Melinda went of! to the shops* 

. She could have bought every- 
thing they needed, not only for < 
that night but for aH the next \ 
week in about ten minutes, for j 
the shops were just around the j 
, comer. j 

But she was away 50 minutes. 
When she returned she had not 
only ?he packages of groceries, 
but Also a number of letter# 
which she could have collected, 
either going out or coming back* : 
from the letter box in -the hall l 
by the concierge's room, 

She dropped the groceries <m ‘ 
to lb* table and alt the letters/ 
hot orte iftv the desk add stood 
there, with the one remaining^ 
letter in her hand, staring at her 
mother with an extraordinary 
expression on her face I 

- V Astonishment, apprehensVijx. 

Aar, excitement seemed lo 
f |ilu w cash other so rapidly tH|t 
imy merged into what wp 
almost griiria ce* 



* THis Is 

It*. 

■ L _ 

* She looked quite awful/* raid 
Mrs. Dunbar. But. wise aiter the 
event, her mother *, also new 
believe# that the dominant 
cxpretsipij wfil one of exc4e~ 
ment 

'• Thinking it over, as l have 
done hundred* of 1 now 

feel that Melinda* whole attitude 
.lit that moment expressed one 
thing—' 'Thi* i* it s Shi# is aero 
Hour/’* 

At the time all that happened 
was that Mrs, Dunbar *m- 
Thfdiattdy asked What was the 
ox liter. Had *be received had 
im wa ? if- 

1 No.*’ satd Melmds, pul: jng 
ht r&elf together. *' 3Ts noth n& 
ftl only w letter from the sd obi 
telling me that opening has t (ten 
postponed a week and the boy* 


fcven't to return until tomorrow 

ge k* J 

Thu certainly did not selm 
t^gie *to Mrs. Dunbar* who fin 
remarked that it was rattfev 
good news. It would give th&n 
time to get the boys ready at 
leisure and to allow them to 
settle down a little after the 
i excitement* of their holiday, 
And. with the Utter of un- 
packed bags all around them, and 
the need to get the children their 
evening meal, the episode passed 
.out of her mind* and she did 
not give It a second thought until 
several weeks later. But 
Melinda $ behaviour, locked at in 
retrospect, now became curious. 
What had happened 7 


no 

clue 


i$ possible- that Melinda had 
received some kind of & message 
either m oh* of the other letters, 
or from some contact she hgd 
seen while she was out ? 

Hid It bhen at one of the shops 
she visited* one of the ordinary 

shops at Which She was accus- 
tomed to buy the household 
goods/? _ , - 

i Or had she, during those fifty 
minutes, catted in at some mean* 
s-ptetmu* little pt&ce^a tobac- 
conist's, * stationers, a bar. a 
dry cleaner^— which had been 
opened in Geneva for the 
express purpose tst acting at m 
acoommodallon address for ® 
Soviet Intel hgence or gan Hatton 
and through which Melinda 
received Her instruction* ? 

It could be anything r but we 

do not Jkoow, Melinda'* 
merits were* of 
watched and, despite , 
ave inquiries m 
/Mid the Swis* Police. 
vcLganisaiion*, nothing has, been 
rofccpvered throwing *ay light 
j on the mystery. *■"■■> • : 



Tortured 


But one thing ii certain: on 
that evening Melinda bad some- 
how been told that the date pi c 
her departure was very near, 

It unlikely that the exact 
date wa* given fee^-any more' 
than Donald and Guv Burgess 
knew tor certain when they 

drove asvav from Beaeonsh&wj 
that evening 27 month? earlier! 

« that they were levying never io= 
return, . 

But she had probably been J 
warned to k ready..: * And 
certainly she had been instructed j 
not to sav anything to anyone, | 
foihlng that could possibly j ive 
I hint of what she was abou to j 
| S 3 . Frojii that moment MgHtdal 
va* a tortured souk 

[Wori 4 cnpyn§ht] 
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M ES. DUNBAR re- 
turned to Geneva 

from the United 

States in May, 1953, 
and was shocked at the 
pe&r&nce o£ her daughter 
Melinda Maclean, 

She was whiter than ever, 
drawn and strained and 
utterly apathetic. She 
looked so ill and wretched 

Mrs, Dunbar asked 

anxiously if there was any- 
thing the matter, 

Melinda replied vaguely 
that there was nothing parti- 
cularly /r ong. She implied 
that she tad been lonely and 
worried about money— which 
may have been true but was 
certainly quite unnecessary— 
and about the servants. 

But Melinda’s strange apathy 

went very deep. pr ^^i s if 
lull of interest and excitement, 
even about the plans they were 


for her, and most of 
them remained in their 
ordinal package* — if 
which. It is presumed* 
Melinda took them 
away with her* 

And *he had par- 
ticularly asked that 
her mother should buy 
her these things, which 
were, she said, much better and 
cheaper ha New York than an 
Geneva. * r 

During the previous months 
much discussion had taken 
place on the question of * Job 
for Melipda. She had no idea 
what she wanted to or could 
do* but she was insistent that 
she should do something At 
one time she had been 
interested In photography ana 
Mrs. Dpnbar thought she^might 
try to become & speciau&v iu 
photography of children* 

The new 
dress 

So Mrs, Dunbar bought 
Melinda a Eollieftex camera. 
This, too, remained untouched 
in its case* 

But life went on, Melinda 
had made new friends during 
Mrs, Dunbar’s absence and 
went out to cocktail parties 
and dinners more frequently 
than she had since her Cairo 
“ * * no way 


even about the plans days But she in 
making and particularly about her spirits, 

the steps Mrs, Dunbar was to re « aineu 
take about getting back her 
American passport and obtain- 
ing American nationality lor 


Pari*. Together they tel 
to their Pari* dressing 
t n a few day# the dres* 

MellM* tried It on; 
< lovely ; *h* * adored it 
hmg in a wardrobe, 
went to the party m s 
black frock. And the n« 
still unworn* wa* the r 
Dunbar found when * 
back, a month after 

pad disappeared, to clos 

apartment* 

All this time nothing 
which, even in the llg 
that she then knew, Mr- 
could afterwards renv 
having any significance 
The hot weather can 
tfune 10 Melinda bo 
ticket* for Majorca, T 
term ended on June 30 
were all due to leave t 
fog day A letter was 
MacKulop (the Ameru 
who had invited them U 
telling him they- would 
tng «t Ca la Ratjada oi 
As the time drew 
boys’ excitement rose 
loved the seaside and 
talked ot little else. 

Melinda appeared i 
and quiet, but also 
foe looking forward 
change. 

Then, two or three < 
the end of the month* 
happened. What it v, 
not know. But one 
Dunbar* who was an 
bad sleeper, was rear 
bed long after midn 
she heard Melinda w 
lessly about In* the n» 


Another little incident, 
strangely reminiscent of * 
similar happening in Washing- 


the ’children, - Melinda now tors, occurred soon «ter Mr. 
thawed no interest in all that Dunbar’s return. 

Geneva is by no means a 
* dressy ~ place, and at most of 
the dinner parties Melinda 
attended the men wore day 
suits or at the most dinner 
jackets and black ties, and the 
women simple evening frocks. 

But for one party to which 
she was invited Melinda was 
asked to wear full evening 
dress, as some of the Other 
women had new ball dresses 


Mrs. Dunbar had done* 

Untouched 
presents 

She did not even trouble to 
read any of the voluminous 
correspondence Mrs. Dunbar 
had with solicitors and the 

State Department ..«*« — - ^ 

Similarly, although express which they wished to show oft 
im? tfreat gratitude, she made Melinda mentioned tftia to 
T^vnfnrK-torv insraectfon ot Mrs. Dunbar* who, with . her 

usual generosity, insisted that 
Melinda should immediate 
have a suitable dress sent from 


UiC WLiit'iuui v*v* «***.•*» * 

nightdresses 
" Mrs. Dunbar hatT brought back 


§!eepli 

nigli 

So she got up and 
gee her. ** WhuVs 
Metoda f * she ask* 
you sleep? Have yo 
on your mind?” 
Melinda looked at 
in silence for a fe 
Then she said : M 01 
don't know quite ho-- 
but I’ve changed r 
feel I need some / 
and 1 want to take 
up to Saanehmds 
weeks before we go 
Mrs. Dunbar ws, 
She and Meiinda k: 
well how excitedly 
been looking forwar 
•«nd although they 
this was 1 
there no sno 1 



T 






telephoned 
...ifccr end 

Strived, 

nil it wa* 
,S> it WM 
SdeUuda 
k aimpl* 
new dxe$*» 
one Mr*, 
the wmt 

$e up tb* 

' happened 

M of M 
'4*. Dunbar 
member m 

e iM oft v 

<ugbt th« 

m mhool 
'. and they 
nht follow* 
written to 
;iti ' friend 
.< Majorca) 

: be strive 
■i Jtily & 
ncaty the 
:ugh; Urn? 
for vmka 

occupied 
seemed io 
i to the 

lay* before 
something 
a$. we do 
bight Mrsi> 
extremely 
hng in her 
fht wbeo 
>*im ' Cfckt* 
j st room. 


\<ssr 



definitely alarmed. Site had ■» i 
pi efnositson that aomeibia* w»*i 
V w r*>ng *rxd cantemplfetod fiylof r 
>: to Swit 2 oriattci to talk to Melinda , 

She dm lb fact tilftphon* her *i;; 
$»an*mmhsfcr> hot U wa* m urs- 
< $*UjtfaEtory end inoopctoiv* con- 
versation which served only to 
&tigfefcca Harriet's uneasiness , 
' , Bui her b*fey was mlf « t*w \ 
weeks old and the Burse had lust! 
Soft §nd ;t was impossible for her 
to leave Fads, 

But os duly 6. Sv# day* 
ghe drove of she womd he 
away a fortnight* Melinda re- 
turned to aeoem She told her 
mother the weather in the memo* 

tains had Seen had; there: had 
bees no $uh aa& the aiM&spsere 
was heavy/ «sd alwether 
Saanenrobser had beto < dull and 
bori m” /■ : . 

Doiii at 


3&£v 

J&t* 8^mctj& 

Mr* Harbe 

Mr. Ifcfcr 


Mr. Farswm . 

Mr. Ro$m„ 


Mr. Twm^ 

Mr* $&««* . 

Mr. Wim?rrQwd 
Tele. Room 
Mr, Haltntn&n ^ 
Mia* Qmd$ ;,,.^™ 




THE SKI-JNC VILLAGE OF SAANENMOSER 
Why did Melinda go back in high summer ? 


w mi i n to 
■ h* matter* 
4 -Can't 
: something 

bit mother 
moments. 
Mummy, l 
to tell you, 

•• mini "vl 
•an tain - sir 
■'le children 
for two 

* 

astounded 

wool f too 

,e boys had 

.,>4 enloyed 
ib ■ summer, 
and there 


would he practically rtoiHing for 
ibem to dd it Sa&nenmbser, 
Further. Mebnds knew only too 
welt that Mrs- Dunbar herself 
loathed the mounts ins. 

So Mrs, Dunbar * *M : t" 

« There^ no need for you to po 
to Majors if yew don't want to. 
But Fergus and Donald will be 
broken Wearied if they don t no. 
You go on up to the mountains 
and I'll take the children to 
Majorca.*' 

But McUnds refused this com* 
promise ' she wonted the chil- 
dren with her, she satd. 

Mother and daughter talked 
until the early morhiftk* but 
Melinda, although apologetic a$d 
distressed, was determined sod, 
&$ happened so o£iem she got 
>er own way. 


'So the had brought the child- 
ren back and suggested that they 
should ah go oft "£b Majorca- But 
&mz$ ski-in g resorts are emn* 
tiaUy tor the winter and all these 
things Melinda couid well hs,vg 
guessed beforehand, 

Mrs. Dunbar, delighted to have 
her fomilv back and pleased at 
the prospect of finally starting 
had been very sudden. She had the seaside holiday, did not ones* 
written to Harriet oaiy Oft Juno ■ tian tier. „ 

24 _*h« last letter Harriet Soe was by new acecswraes to 
S IroS be/tftd bad not the 


menaoned the holidays, neither 
to speak of preparations for going' 
to Majorca nor of any tntcoUcJh 
she had o? not icing. . 

It was * hurried, gossipy letter 
concerned mainly with Harriet 
and her second child which hnd 
been born % few weeks carUer* 

§isier is 

^ _ akrincil - 

Tr^re wag only tm tWttf ft 
Significance to the letter, MetmsSa 
. _ . , . wrote: “Be prepared tor « long 

The children* disappoit>tm<?ni vJsii Jrt>m me next fall/ which 
when they w«rt- told of. ther would seem at least U 
thimte m plans was pathcUe- 

< - ’ .\: ^ ^ : u JJ J a ^ L ;*■« .'x fr-*, i 


but even this did not influence 
Meiirjla. That morning; she went 

U> till travel agency snd eah- 

eettetl then bookings and whred 
to MacKitiop in Mojorcti to tell 
him Ihey would not fee comthft 
until much later. 

And them an the moroid^ of 
^fuiv Z MeKnda bundled the 


■W 131', A5 *.<*V ? v ,,. Tf; 

would scein at least &n judication 
shwt she h^d st that moment no 
thought thdl by K no?{t fall" she 
would be in a place from which 
visits to Park were impossible. 

On duly 3. soon after Melinda k 
hod left with the v children for 
fthanenmosCSY Harriet f eic phoned 
from Paris io know what bod , 
happened; she bad expected ttf 
see them id Paris oo^ their w^y 


happy daughter and was cod* 
ccrned only in seeing that 
everv thing possible was done to 
make her happy, l & . help her to 
forget the terrible tragedy whldi 
had sliaUered hef 'bfe. 

The next dav Me Hu da went to 
rebook the tickets for Majorca. 
This. unfoHttnately, W3$ not 
eosy: H was by bow the height 
of the holiday season and hosts 
were already full. It ^as cot 
possible to obiaiP passage for 
the oext fortnight and it was not 
until July 23. three we*ks after 
% m? had or^maliyJotended to 
begin, their boilday f that Melinda, 
her three children and her 
mother left Geneva* 

fWorfc- copvriffMJ '- • ■, 

OH MONDAY 

pid ‘ Melinda 


receive 


a “come 

letter? 


^UlY ^ meurjos 

children into her car and drove ~ 

iot the hlll*-r Intended tt >*W «> . ,. . 

SUV at Saaneorooser tot at least When she heard that ‘Mehnaa »~-. 
< ui Wi ght,. she said a* tbey Wt had Ranged her aia ls^ ^ M j 

The rtange Ja MelinsJa’s p!aft* to tba mopntaii)*. »wW^wa*\ 


now 



*> n 

i i 




EIGHTH INSTALMENT 


r 




§r, 


n to$ mmnwT 0 imt 
Melinda Maclean and 
tier family spent a few 
days in Fans, Then, 
; in the new car Mrs. Dunh&r 
had bought her, she drove 
in Normandy for a holiday. 

The bouse they had 
rented at Glanviile bore 
, the grand name of La 
Manoir de Madame des 
Vaus and was in delightful 
countryside a few miles 
■inlan# from Deauville, 

But it rained nearly every 
’ day and Melinda had neither 
the sunshine nor the rest her 
doctor, had prescribed. 

My wife and t drove down 
to spend the week-end and 
found it ditncbit to revive any 
cf her real gaiety* 

Sooa alttr that, with the 
^^eaiifer e rowing steadily wor^e, 
she sod her Mother decided tp 
cm short the holiday sod they 
returned to Paris. 

There again we saw # good deal 
at Melinda* and there jt was fof 
the first time that she said she 
was ®vre Donald was behind the 
'fJs’en Curtain. 

She had nothing to go on, but 
*omehow, she said, she just knew, 

. ••'*$••.;•• ••• '-vv, 

■• t-IVow for a 
.~^siew.. life 

^ V ; v ./>*■ • ' u 

she had really decided to 
remake her life. She was going to 
i/.t&ke her mother and the children 

Geneva* put the children imo 
a fiat, and then go 
"Ovgr tn/iEn gland to.iry to gei. na- 
‘ of :Beacohghew t ,aeii DooaScTa can 
/d&M ^\3dlidton seriously about 
-• *• %or get 
b 3cf her Aunef lean j»a$s ports * ' 


j»d she rajtts; find iT _ 

Fomantldsing herself somewhat, 
as 1 la»r d is co vs red. sh© d.'^w s 
graphic picture of the terrible 
pfighi «he would he in should her 
mother die. She md the children, 
she told me. were entirely derpen- 
dent upon Mr*. 0u rri^sr and 
would very fifceiy starve because 
her mot her s mone$ died with 
9 U$r. a a it were. 

This was nonsense. It was true 
that she and the children were 
living on Mrs. Duabaf\ for Mac- 
lean had left her nothing hut 
debts — the £2,00# repaid the 
advance on Beaconshaw— and ahe 
had received not a penny from 
the Foreign Office since he was 
■ w |suspenc!ed ^ on June 1> .JI51. 

l But she had a small ii&rme of 

he| own, she would at some time 
or* other come into more ilooey 
from a trust fund .established hv 
her grandfather, and whea her 
mother died she would be reason- 
ably comfortably off. 

That was clearly looking into 
the future. The fact remain* that, 
man fortunately lor her and her 
children* financial worries at 
least were spared her. 

Other worries persisted «md 
were indeed more real to her. 
She (tU the ehfidren needed a 
'•father/- It would be had for 
them comiruisHy to be brought 
up id a ** mao-less ? home. 


Would she — 
remarry? 

I sug^ned that when she had 
divorced Donald Che could easily 
remarry, 

* Who would marry a notorious 
woman like me with three small 
children ? ” she askedi f 

The aoawer was obvious t loss 
Of men would be only too 
delighted to marry fief For 
Melinda, although she hod aged 
$mm ~ ten yea rai i a * the men i&s • 
since Maclean went -off into the 
unknown, was stiU an exceed- 
ingly a Ur active girl who, if she 
cauld only emerge from the blade 
depressiem which gripped. h£Ji5o 


rtUessly* would ,loofc 
younger than" her 3d years. 

She had mpy naost admirably 
Quati ties— and her natural gaiety 
and spoo Unci ty would soon 

return. 

But, no. She wa$ eon v| need 
ifthai her marital life was definitely 
Vnvcr never to, begin again The 
reply future for her lev in finding 
U inb t but what could she do ? 
This was a problem, for she had 
never done any real work, 

* . fi** 1 day, September 3* 

i’SaZ, she left for Geneva, driving 
her mother* the three children 
fnd their devoted English nurse 
m her new American car, 

il is another example of the 
cpfitradictsohs ip Melinda that 
ttns ^apparently frail, aiefc girl 
could quite easily drive ti>e long 
sod sometimes arduous 12-hour 

• journey from Parity to Geneva* 

mainly in pouring ram; in one 
lag; •> >► 

Them after a few days* she 
> went with considerable trepida- 
' Imn to see the headmaster of the 
international school to bc range 
about sending the boys there'- 
and to tell him who they were. 
Afterwards, she wrote to her 
| sister; 

*ii wa* absolute agony telling 
hm about Donald, but t fcH of 
course l had to do \\J* 

* And »t the sa me lime she find 
the difficult. dedicate task of ex* 

pluming to Fergus and Donald 
Jnr what had happened to their 
father. 

The boys started school which 


the? liked very in 
Mcj tnda looked tmmkl 
She ws* «lsb look: fig 
and without ninth 
Um far the job whic 
enable her" to Stan 'a : 
But although pbysit 
picked op a little; spin 
was still very lew and 
me in the middle of S< 

^ 1 feel so completely 
since arriving here and 
how I can summon up 
it taken to start a new 


She 

better 

At the beginning "b/ 
Melinda sod her fomi 
tec a Utile ap^nftment 
found m the Hue des A 
most pleasant pan of 
wfthtb sight of the lo 
and with a fit tie par k ; 
which the children coo 

1 was in Geneva at 
and win to see her in 
setting, 

Me find a was a liuli* * 
IHitfe elated about the. ; 
felt if would make a t 
ferem cc to their fife and 
tire move as ••«. son ui 
“ settling down w in Go' 

f s bought »be krnkt 
belief ihiin She had r 



uxtiy' months ' when she came tn> 
xte cheeks * Uule flashed, arms 
uU of flowery vegetable* mi i 
tilt the markct^the first 
ureases for ibe oew flat 

0^' OP her most enduring 
haihits was ao gnlhM&fefctn for 
he which fate's savage blows 
f f j ver coif rely diminished. ' SHo 
va* always prepared to make the 
>c$f of dreprostanees and to re- 
,.rd each new page a a the open* 

• ng of a better and brighter 

hapter* . . : f • 

The new flat, which was some- 
v'ml smalt, a iiUle dark, and 
■filed with typical * furnished 
parunerit tr furniture md fit- 
could have been .iatesAely 
lop resting. Melinda refuged to 
vfit-Vifc add to her depression and 
mdefed seemed to regard it m a 
•••ttri of challenge 
She would find something good 
'tbtn it it and wrote to her sister, 
who had 3 most delightful Jlat 
u\ F^ris; MVc simply adore our 
5 pi j imrnt This' Is tM'firsi time 

i have lived in the middle of * 
city ter year* and l simply love 

ii Never mention the country 
Vo me again excem for week-ends 
and hoJjdavs,” 

Poor Melinda? With that ‘spirit 

• *iw* tea tty did deserve something 
he; ter of life 

Last time 1 
saw her 

We '*&id good-bye to her in 
Geneve end arranged that she 
should, come to' slay with us in 
Scarfs But. eHhough we wrote 
to eacir other » few times she 
did not come, and that was, in 
fact me }pt time f saw her The 
nest lime 1 wet to Geneva il 
was to report her disappearance 
After &he h&<& fully settled 
down m Geneva. mother per 
loaded her to tele a long rest, 
and exs^pv for f few days? in 
Paris with her lister, Dnrrtef. 
who bid " never seen Melinda so 
4 okf Ip spirits," she spent most of 
November and December 1 in 
England, having left the chUdrers 


MERE THEY WENT TO SKI * 

A good spot lor contacting someone farther e^st ? 


her doctor* her foUciiort and her 
banker*. 

$he made a begin rting with *U 
the things she bad intended w 
do, but made no great progress 
with any of them. But she m- 
Joyed herself and, as she wrote* 
*$ow almost everybody I ever 
knew and bad ..trait® a whirl" 

A happier 
year ? 

She returned so Geneva two 
day* bciore Christmas, and fhea, 
on January l wrote to Harriet: 

•“ Thu ilk God, tor a new year i 
couldn't have been happier to 

sec go Mother *od l cote 
brated quietly with a bottle of 
champagne and a mimavure log 
fire, anti in our grange optimistic 
way felt 'that perhaps iftoS mtetn 
be better for us ail 
* We survived Christmas once 


30 fur the United states and did 
not return fa Bmm * land until 
ihree and a half months later 

la the falter k&owJcdgO wi«eb 
we sow have of Mclmda's dtS- 
appearance* this period kssuynd* 
an importance which U did hot 
appear to bold at the time 

Jn late February or early March 
Melinda took the children to 
Saaoenmbser. a mountain resort 
close to Gstaad, where she joined 
an English friend and her two 
little gid* for a fortnight's skt* 
fog. Soon after she got back ui 
Geneva she wrote to Harriet: 

”£ am is a dismally msisbte 
stele and have the horrid feel 
iog almost uhyfbiftg might ousb 
me avet ihe precipice If 1 Can 
n,Uv bang on for another 
yeaVv. T 

There was ho explanation ot 
this cry pi le and, one now feels* 
tdgmftcam lUtle passage. sand- 
wiched, with no further com- 
ment between inhumes after 


Urn about Melinda'* * f mum* 
child* ^ *>./ * . •; '■>..• 

The visit to Sa^pcombscn to 
which she was to return «s 
mysteriously four mornh* JateD. 
may have been extremely im- 
portant v • ‘ k -y-\ . 

4t « a liny ydtsge wnp tbre* ^ 
or four botelj? and half a to 
villa* M a long smooth vaitey 
where there is cxccUcnt *kiHnj£- 
ii ia .abi widely known * it ii 
Quiet, discreet and withm ea^y 
reach of Geneva* Most re bx and 
• tnher gMes it u possible that 
U wax there that the first tenta- 
tive approach io Melinda mey 
have been made r < 

Soon alter ..ao^ 

Melinda '. had moved vO Oenev a, 

they received a letter from m 
America ii irtend named Douglas 
MacKmop, who had , *etUed tts 
Majorca 1 

Siirjiriscil 

ttioiltei* 

If they would tike aa cxeetient 
seusale bohduy. he wrote, he 
would be delighted to take them 
all m paying guest* durimt the . 
summer 

Before Mrs Dunoar left tor 
America she and Melinda iisd 
mi reached a decision Early 
in May Mr* Dunbar reached 
Ppm on her way back from the 
UuUed States She tetemtoned 
to McUoda »n Geneva and dor- 
irig their cunver Ration Melmda 
laid her moihcf that she thought 
ii would be an cxceUent idea if 
they accepted MacKdlop* 
invitation This, comiti# out of 
the blue, somewhat st# prised 
Mrs Dunbar. ~ y 



more J. «m real !y. getting to ^Jiarriet s new babv and 
dread It and Mother sod 1 could “ 

hardly watt to throw sway all 
Chmtttm decorations; only the 
Christmas tree remains. Kexi 
year J am coins \o send the boy* 
away with their school friends on 
s ski-mg trips" 

The next few months passed 
Quietly. m 4 * so far as one knew 
at the time, uneventfully Mrs. 

Dart bar teff Geneva oti January 


f World CPpvH|3fh£l 


Melinda . suddenly changes 
■ ? her holiday plans 


with Jier- mother in Geneva^ > •‘ , ’ •. 
J Wttmlzn&S ^he ^ $wed \ with 

; men^wfOV to tendon to see 


H3<? 



th Instalment y ; the ?missju 


When DONALD first spoke of COMWIUNISM 





'CLEAN’S be- 
lif 1%/ 1 bfvioar in Cairo 
ffV If I Weame so ©ut- 
- r*f eons that 
i^Mellnda besought the 
.Ambassador' t© let her 
i- husband return ie Louden 
if for psychiatric treatment. 

v ,: In May. 1850, he flaw home 

V and shortly afterwards Melmda 
and her mother took the 
children for a holiday in 

% Spain..:' 

U Early fn Beptembar, when 

V they had been apart lor nearly 
*four month*, Melinda received a 
• most curious letter from her hus- 
. ^8*nd. It was In some way a letter 
*\«f renunciation, suggesting that 

he was net the man tor her, and 
that they would he well advised 
to part. 

' on receiving this letter Melinda 
decided to end her Spanish holi- 
day. She took her mother and 
her children to Paris and flew 
. over to London to see Rim. 

The talks she had in England 
with him, with acme of his 
■!. relatives, and <he psychla- 
trlst w* |, « probably th« fnost 
" momentous Msnmfa bad 
" had, for tbev atfain changed tho 
vs&urie of her Iff «* 

%' TOGETHER AGAIN 

was asked and advised to 
ordinary married Ufa 
With him. Alter acute heart* 
searchings, Melinda agreed. 

■ They spent a f orint ghriogether 

In London before Donald decided 
v that they would live together 
[ again, Melinda returned to Paris 
r to letch the children. 

I *tWTfesidsd they would tty* 



Mocked at himself 


in the moniry m if f$ 

London for Donald to Jo up and 
down to the Foreign Office each 
day, but tar enough away so that 
if he were to reach home In 
reasonable time for dinner there 
could he m loitering in bars. 

Five days before Christmas. 
1850, they moved Into Beacon- 
shaw, in the tittle village of 
Tatsfteld* not far from Wester- 
ham, in Kent 


• fc f.Tx 

/not aoiuatry sey so In as many 
Jworsfsv sii^seeted that ha was m 

f CommuniSL v . . <i 

Harriet did no* at the lime take 
-.‘this Outburst seriously? fn the 
past he had freQuentW teased her 
and she teft he might toe doing 
ee ' again, But later on this 
'esnversauon took on * mm and 
extremely ImporUiU tight. 

Then Maclean took Jay Sheers 
to have a drink in the local pub, 
and there he railed bitterly at 
his life and his Job ? he mocked 
at himself as a sheep amongst 
hordes of at her sheep, going sfS 
to London every day with his 
black hat and neat black suit and 
mile black brief case* He said 
that he was sick of It all and 
longed t© * cut adrift.* 0 



D 
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. OUTBURST 

The first two or thrae months 
at Beaconshaw were among the 
happiest in Melinda’* married 
life. But by the spring Maclean 
began first to miss the early 
train, and then to miss the train 
altogether and spend the night t« 
town. ; , 

Early In May, Melinda’s sister 
Harriet and her husband Jay 
Sheers came over from Paris to 
spend a few days at Beacon- 
thaw, and It was during-, this 
week-end that Maclean re* 
vealed to seme extent what he 
was thinking and feeling in an 
extraordinary conversation with 
her and -her-husband. 

[ First, he openly supported 
ommunisnii and although he did 


The next day, however, Mao- 
loan seemed his pcrmal soit. 

and in London Maclean waa 
Impressing hi* friend* with an 
unaccustomed serenity as ho 
went through the daily routine of 
work at his Foreign Oflioe desk, 
luncheon parties and even occa- 
sional drunken ivenmgs. But the 
end was now very near. 


On May 25, 1951, 
Maclean and Burgess 
disappeared. The story 
el that extraordinary 
night was recounted in 
an earlier instalment. 
TODAY is told how' 
Melinda gradually 
realised the troth 


ONALD had bt 
I when Christi 
Christmas withe 
New Year. 

It was about this time i 
to accept the fact that he 

The months of suspense 
were changing Into no less 
unhappy monthsof uncer- 
tainty: what should she do 
for toe best ? 

She could not make up he: 
mini She remained con 
atantly loyal to him, so far a 
the outside world was cor 
cerned, r lmt> did lov 

him ? 

I^ater events seem to me f 

prove that Meliada never real i 
stopped loving him entire 1 
but there is no doubt that f m 
early 1952 onwards she ofn 
said she no longer loved im 
and undoubtedly at the tin 
she thought this was the ca> 

In the spring she spent thf 
weeks in a London hospit 
where she underwent a rnin 
operation. During these rati 
tedious weeks she talk 
freely to a friend. 

Melinda admitted ope: 
that she was no long er in it 
with Maclean ami intended 


/ 

* 
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gone seven months 
came, the first 
him? and then the 

Belinda began definitely 
;ld not return* 

irre him and try to remake 
life, A round this time 
i my wife and X saw 
mda several times, to- 

ier and separately, and we 

e left In no doubt *t all 
; she had decided to end 
* chapter of her life, 

I can't tell you how glad I 
this facade of a marriage 
tv&r/' she sai 4, > *- v 
hit what was she to do? 
it her she nor anyone else 
■*v what had happened to 
clean or where he was* 

Life was 



grim 


part OF A LETTER WHICH MACLEAN WROTE TO MELINDA 
WHILE UNDERGOING PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT IN LONDON 

THE WHOLE PASSAGE READS: I am so i hating me. I am still rather lost, but 
grateful to mu my sweet for taking all cling to the idea that you do want me p 
you have had to put tip with without j be cured and come back. | 


a start, Melinda decided 
ts would take steps to regain 
f American nationality. Then 
e would return to New York, 
least for a time, where she 
It it would be easier to ob- 
;a a divorce. 

But for all this 

ai. merely theoretIc&L 


Melinda was in no shape, 
physical or mental, to make 
any decisive move in anR 
direction, 

Life at Bcaconshaw was 
grim and difficult, for it was 
definitely a house that needed 
a man, and she became more 
depressed, more unhappy, 
more worried as the days 
passed. 

She was like a patient after 
a long and .wasting illness 
who simply could not gather 
strength again. Her mother 


tried to persuade her to go to 
Paris for a holiday, leaving the 
children with her at Beacon- 
shaw, but Melinda would not 
go. 

‘Her baby daughter Melinda, 
likened by little Fergus to a 
pink rose and henceforth called 
“Pinkers ” was growing Into 
a beautiful child and, with 
Fergus and Donald, was her ; 
joy and helped her to retain 
her sanity and a 
grip on life. 


9 


■f 


— m* 
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no, 

' news •" 

> • • r 4 

Bat the weeks passed and 
stiU she was unable to emerge 
irvm the bottomless pit of 
depression into which she had 
sunk. She went back to her 
doctor, and this time he told 
her frankly that she had to go 
away. , 

w You are living in the past * 
He said, * 4 and it's terribly bad 
for you. You are wearing your- 
self out with anxiety and 
worry. What you need more 
than anything is a ‘ rest, a 
change and some sunshine. Go 
abroad.” 

Melinda agreed. She knew 
that was what she longed for. 
But she still could not make 
up her mind to do anything . 
about it, ; 

And la a way, I suppose, she 
felt that she should remain in 
England so that she could be at 
hand if there were any develop- , 
merits if M.L5 obtained any news ; 
of Maclean. May came round . 
again with the first anniversary ■ 
or his disa ppea ran ce. 


A move 
—last 


at 


And then Mrs. Dunbar took 
charge. She reminded Melinda 
that something would soon have 
to fee done about the •children. 
Fergus would be eight years old 
in September and after that 
could no longer go to the kinder- 
garten school in Sevenoaks he 


-• Talk with 

, M.I.3 

Parts was the next suggestion. 
Both Melinda and her mother 
would have liked to live in Paris 
but it was expensive and neither 
of them quite liked the idea of 
a French school for the boys. 
Finally, on Mrs, Dunbar'# pro- 
posal, it was decided that after a 
holiday in France they would 
go to Geneva to live and the 
boys would attend the excellent 
international school there. 

Melinda's brother-in-law Jay 
Sheers, found them a farmhouse 
in Normandy where they could 
bo reunited for the summer 

A few days before Melinda 
and her family were due to leave, 
the senior MX5 Investigator tele- 
phoned to Mrs, Dunbar at Bga- 
cckshaw and ^ald he would lie# 


and five-year -old Donald *-*wf — fllalmda and the children with 

* slight feeling of reassurance 


Li 


attending. 

Impressed by her mother's 
arguments, Melinda agreed to go 
abroad— but at first only for a 
holiday : she wanted to return 
t o Beacon aha w. 

But her mother urged her to 
take a broader view of their 
situation. Life for all of them 
would be far easier abroad, and, 
whatever MfiUnda herself might 
have desired, it would obviously 
be better for the children. 

Mrs. Dunbar ' herself would 
really have preferred to return 
to her own cqflntry, but Melinda 
would not hfer of that: the 
United Statej* was far too far 

M: JL 


talk to her. They met in 
ill, and he took her to a ctf'e. 
She had imagined he would have 
something to tell her, but his in- 
formation was aB negative. 

Mrs, Dunbar asked for assur- 
ances that if anything was 
learned, any discovery made, she 
and Melinda would be imme- 
diately informed, wherever they 
were. He said: *1 will get in 
touch with the Maclean family-’* 

This by no means satisfied Mrs. 
Dunbar, She pointed out that, a# 
Donald's wife, Melinda had the 
right to be informed immediately 
there were any developments. 

* You must certainly communi- 
cate with her first,” she insisted. 
And although she received no 
definite undertaking on this point 
Mrs, Dunbar went oft to join 


Mother was 
hopelu 

i 

Neither Melinda nor, she had 
now learned* M.1,5 had heard 
anything more from or about 
Maclean, and although she pre- 
sumed a search of some kind wa* 
still continuing, the authorities 
no longer seemed to be particu- 
larly interested. 

It should now be possible to 
Induce Melinda herself to forget 
all about it and try seriously to 
remake her life. But later, after 
Melinda had disappeared, sht 
reproached herself and the secu- 
rity authorities for this lack of 
foresight 

“ I was Melinda's beat protec- 
tion,” she said to me. I was 
usually with her and would 
never have left her at all 
had 1 thought there was any dan- 
ger that Donald would . try to con- 
; tact her. But why didn't M 1-5 
tell me there was even an outside 
; chance of her being contacted T ' 

" ff they had warned me, I 
would have done anything to 
stop her going, from taking a 
step which can only mean un- 
happiness for .her and for my 

grandchildren “ 

" f World copyrigfctl 
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Apart 


SIXTH INSTALMENT 


[BE mrly ys&m of i 
Melinda's married 
life were spent ; 
peacefully enough, \ 
If that adjective Is appllc- ; 
able to war-time London. 
k Melinda m 4 Maclean were 
bombed out of two flats, but 
although they very nearly lost 
their lives in the first focfoeoL 
after j^e rygh£. in an air-raid , 
ahther, MeUuda refused to 
* lake cover * sgaitu 
la IIH4J however, a new »ts«e 1 
of MelindaY Ufa opened* for In j 
April M&dean was appointed 
aciisjf Ftm Secretary to the f 
Britt&h Embassy in W a sbir^tom 

Meltad* wa* overjoyed at the " 
appoirvtmeriU both for the pro* 
motion it meant for him, and thj* 
opptjf trinity it gave her 
retumiRg to her own country. 


After a few day* Ip New York, f 
where Maclean inti Mrs. Dunbar I 
and Melinda** sisters for the ; 
first time M created; a hi sMf : 
favour* t£« {mghwiom he left j 
MeUndx at her mothers h«?u*e~~ v f 
wher* she remained except for : 
on* week until her first baby wa* ; 
bora— and went ott to Waahin*- ; 
ton, • j 

,. Melinda did not fO to Sv* with j 
him there because of the dlfa- 
suHy in finding a atutable house I 
or apartment | 

W*r4towr Wathmgton wa# \ 
Impossibly overcrowded and his 
excuse that he eouta not find 
anywhere for them to five wa$ t# 
on' the surface r plausible — hut 
only just. He himseii menaced 
quilt happOy to live in the apart- 
men t of a colleague, leaving 
Mehnda to her own device* in 
New York 

A# ait ah* had to do, a# the 
week* went lay/ was to a wait the 
birth of her child, St was not a 
particularly gay time for her, - 


"gfcV'’ 

lo 


money 


Maclean always extra ordin- 
arily casual about money, rarely 
sent any to Melinda the whole 
time she was in New York 
although he knew he was placing 
her In the position she detested 
of having to live oft her mother. 

The history *ot their married 
Ufa U full of occasions on which 
fee left Melinda virtually stranded 
without sponey. It wa* rot rasUly 
that he was m*.sm Nor d< es 
there seem to he any definite c; n* 


be lion with the fact that be 
, always hard-up* V 
\ Hi* curious attitude towards 


f .y. 

He returned to New York In 
the middle of December and Pock 
Melinda and the baby back to 
Washington two days before - 
Christmas, They lived there for 
three and a half year*, with 
visits to New York and the east 
coast for holidays. 

The British Embassy In 1$45 
was stjll understaffed and over- 
worked, and Donald Maclean 
was rapidly making a name for 
himself i from acting First 3*c-, 
retary he became acting Coun- 
sellor and head of Chancery, 

But in their own intimate lit# 
they were far from happy In 
June, HHS/ Melinda wont again 
to New York sod tbepe, on July 
Z7> her second child, Donald 
Marling, was born. And then 
after another two year* iti Wash- 
ington, Maclean was appointed to 
Cklro. They *a^ed for England 
at the beginning of Stepfomber* 
1948, for home leave before going 
on ip their new p*m — and the ; 
next and supremely important 
1 stage fit their Ufa together, 

I At dinner j 

j It was in London that I met j 
them first 1 was on leave from , 
j the Middle East smd one night j 
i Clare, my wife, and l were t 
; invited to dine at the bouse of f 
the then head of the Edreign X 
Office department which deal# ; 
»■ with the Middle East 1 

s' It was a party Of U people and I 
; we all knew each other, except \ 
Melinda, At dinner I sat mxt j 
! to this delicate ‘Oomplexioned, \ 
fcoft-vefoed little American girl ^ 
«nd sensed that in this gathcrfng . 
ot people who had been hi or had 

* some connection with the Middle , 

; East Melinda felt herself rather i 
; but of her depth, , 

* I found her utterly charming 


th« fins***! Mae *f »« married J <g* 
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life sprang from a deeper ^ the 
world oxes..uie something ^ out- 
look toward* Hit at large*' and 
which made many people think 
U\at he was spm!ed—a$ in fact 
be was. 

On September 22, 1944, Melinda 
went into hospital where by 


hc^fly all rjieo feel they wanted 
to protect her, ‘ 

After dinner Melinda, Maclean 
and i fat together and cuntmued 
to talk about Egypt, and 
although Mart cant—- a tail rather 
remote but by no means tin* 
■ friendly figure showed i» 
marked enthusiasm, * felt that hs 
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C,A^Mt^ar» opfi auor har ciit a, — ^ wa> pt ea8e d with U,\ui. T)f,y 

bo f B .. lhe . i" f a rinni n tirt^nL Tl’ey «ccm«d $ 


dayr She and Maclean were appointment 
delighted and be went back io ^ 

Washingt on where he evenlually 
fe'H ft apftrlmenlf Z 
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THE MACLEANS’ HOUSE IN CAIRO 

A shadow over ijie gay life 

J found Melinda on top of „ 

, . ^PI ld - She sti11 adored Caiik 

harmonious couple, and m y wife and had. probably for the first 
and I were happy at the thought in married life, emerged 

that we had made two extremely lro ^ her protective shell. 

w^n S ?r fc tK eW i? ri j ei ? ds - far «“f- Maclean, after about six months 

~ *- "" &,*&*•& a»S 

S.*E"S'nVw‘St“™ “ - 


returned tp Beirut, and it was 
not until the 1 following March 
that arrived i# Cairo, 

Neighbours 


The next 
message from 
ing me to Cairo 
to cocktails that 
Maclean? were li 
delightful house u 
i ari ^ kept u: 

j of Works* a 5 


day 

Melinda, 


received m 
-—a, wclco-m* 
id inviting me 
fvening* The 
ing in a large. 
Gezireh, fur- 
by the Office 
of four excel 


, ~ ^our excel* 

I Eaelifh ---- ne MrV -* nt * aod ™ 


Soon after this meeting my 
wife joined me in Cairo and some 
friends of oift-s at the Embassy 
lent us their house, which was a 
lew doors away from that 
occupied by the Macleans* 

Dislike 

We met the Maclean* fre- . 
quently at the endless round of 
Cairo parties, and on the rare * 
evenings when neither of us had 
! f n engagement we would dine l 
together and' play family bridge* 

It ura« At tWie *»**,*~ ,yjr. 


ent given by a city from whicl 
;.ere seemed little escape, an^- 
the contrast between the shock- 
ing poverty of £5 per cent of the 
population and the arrogant, 
ostentatious wealth of the small 
ruling class minority outraged 
his liberal principles. 

The work of « British diplo- 
mat was complicated bv the diffi- 
culties raised daily by an in- 
efficient Egyptian Government 
seeking in the still unresolved 
Palestine war” a means of dis- 
tracting attention from its own 
extraordinary shortcomings and 
deflecting to the British a public 
unpopularity which should have 
been its own, 

British policy at that period 
was xne traditional one of“*~doitsg 
nothing, of fitting back and see- 
ing what would happen, of 44 non- 
interference ” tainted by the fact 
that our diplomatic Influence and 
the presence of our troops in the 
Canal Zone constituted at least 
a passive interference. 

Remote 

I Maclean objected strongly to 
this policy. He felt that as we 
could not escape from the pre- 
. dominant position in Egypt, 
which our previous status there 
had given us, we should 
* accept our responsibilities and 
jlry to persuade the rulers ol 
Egypt to institute the reforms 
which alone, in his opinion, could 
save the country from Commu-> 
.jaism* ■«* _ 

S And except to stress jtj dan- 
gers, that was all I ever heard 
him say about Communism. Nor, 
in the Course of those trequer* 
/enings together, did X eve * 



English governess for the chil- T? wa f « a ? u- p , y bridge* 

<iren helped to make life sro duLh- "* st if £e of *u their life 

r^nnmg and pleasant t 11 | l «at we got to know them well 


j and our liking for them increased. : 

'It joon emerged that Maclean 
■.was developing a deep dislike for 
Egypt f; v -> ; v 

^ iferfljjlikffid the intense social l 
life and”the feeling of imprison- ■" 


• !*|’.ow him to- drink too much* 
"picture of him at that time wouli 
Show a tall, fair, rather care- 
lessly-dressed man of thirty-six, 
slightly remote, a little too 
restrained, sitting low in an arm- 
chair with one lanky leg crossed 
, over the other and the free foot 
constantly jerking up and down, 
commenting with cynical humour 
on the stupidity and obtuseness 
r of most of his fellow?. 


Mocking: 

, Hi* relation, with Melinda t 
*!?«*? entirely amicable, i| 
slightly condescending, slightly 
mocking, for she clearly took no 
interest in and had no knowledge 
of the political and social prob- 
ems which we discussed in- the 

bridg V e* U betwcen bands of 

Melinda was on the whole lav 
and unconcerned by his mocker/ 
now far she had come, this little 
American girl who only two or 
three years before in her native 
Washington had to be cajoled 
into receiving two or three 
guests, wa. shown about this 
time when she entertained the 
Duke of Edinburgh. He was on 
a visit to Cairo and was staving 

Embassy* * the Brltish 

w * ! ' * ske <J at short 
nonce lo organise a " young 

peoples party T ’ for him. It took 

place at the Macleans' house in 

Tw/ r .f> Wltn ** el,n *» hostess, 
iwelve members of CairoY 

w * rc invited to 
dine with the Duke and other 
guests came in afterwards They 

sirh ed a S ,£ « tly -’“ ve r, ile *#»«*- * 
such as murder and th 


such as 4< murder M — &hd 
party wa? a great success. 


the 


left 1 th* summer I 

left Cairo again. W ben I got 
£*5* the following February I 
M& £ ° dd - steles about 
fn antl P ath ^ tO hi S 

ate m Egypt was increasing 1 r% 

he^ha^h^^' said.lhat 

be had begun to dnnk too much. 

There had *© far been no 

th^ n p a a «? any rat * officially, 
the Embassy knew nothing about 
tt, but hit friends were alarmed. 


' Scenes / * 

It would be ridiculous to call 
j him an habitual drunkard. I 
i ne ^ er nim anything but 

: sober* But from time to time 
; during hi® life he had been known 
seek refuge from problems 
that were too much for him in 
& spell of reckless drinking* 

His drinking had begun early. 
Tfaaa*-is«a letter to hinHTi Fwwis 




p 


j 




~f ' m 


I 




f- 

J, 


om Melinda before they were * 
arried, in which she writes: 

** If you do feel an urge to have 
, drinking orgy why don't you 
have it at home — so at least you 
will be able to get safely to 
bed?” 

J left Cairo again .at the begin* 
nirig of March and by the time 
T I returned at the beginning of 
i May the end of his career in 
Egypt was within sight 

There had already been two 
incidents of which a certain 
' number of people knew, and 
several very unpleasant domestic 
and more private scenes. 

The first incident was rela- 
1 lively unimportant. After two 
cocktail parties Maclean, instead 
of going home, had wandered off 
t and had been found shoeless on 
A bench id the Esbekieh Gardens. 

The second was far more 
serious. 

i 

i Dangerous 

MeUnda had hired “ a pie- 
-turesque wide-sailed felucca to 
take some friends up the Nile to 
Kelouan. The wind dropped and 
the trip, instead of taking tw6 
hours, took eight. And Maclean 
became dangerously drunk. 

At one point, in a fit of mad 
rage, he seized Melinda round the 
neck and might have strangled 
her had the others not inter- 
vened. 

When they reached Helouan at 
t a.m. a ghaffir, or watchman, 
challenged them with an anti- 
quated rifle. Maclean wrested 



from the 

began to swing it wildly rouad 
his head. 

One of the guests, also a Sec- 
retary at the Embassy, tried to 
restrain Maclean, but in their 
struggle they both fell down the 
bank— -and the other man broke 
Mr leg. 

What story was told at the 
Embassy is not known* But the, 
extraordinary feature of this 
escapade is that it seemed to do 
no harm to Maclean’s career. 

And this Is true, also, of the 
final episode, the culminating 
incident in bis 18 months' tour 
of office as Counsellor and head 
of Chancery, 

, > 

Sick leave ! 

It occurred nearly two months 
later, when Melinda was again 
pregnant. 

On a two-day ** binge " he and 
a friend entered a flat belonging 
to a girl who worked at the if. b. 
Embassy, drank what they could 
find and then proceeded to break 
up the furniture. 

The next morning Melinda and 
Maclean had a heart-to-heart 
talk, after which, with s loyalty 
which even his outrageous be- 
haviour had not shaken, she went 
to see his Ambassador. 

She told him that Donald was 
ill, was suffering from a nervous 
breakdown and must be given, 
sick leave to return to London to 
see his own doctor at once. 

And It is, one can only presume, 
on the strength of ’Maclean's 
exceptional qualities and the 
excellent work he had done— 
continued to do, it appears from 
official statements, even at a 
time when he was drinking so 
heavily that he was becoming 
notorious — that this permission 
was immediately given* 

f World copyright] 


THE MARRIAGE HEADS 
FOR THE ROCKS 




t 






3 CONTINUING T 5 ^ DOCUMENTARY 


.FIFTH IN$TALMIflT 

KOW^ lay. thick' la 
Paris that evening in 
December, 1939, v?hea 
Melinda first met, at 
*<the Ca?C Flore, the man 
tatoe was to marry. 

She had been in Pari* more 
• thm * year desultorily study- 
' r i&g *t ihv Scr bonne but mostly 
^aavo-uring the Left Sa nk Life 
£ih&t jtili wmi m elthough war 
if bad ecrme 

T *' The taii f Mr young English- 
man was mtrodnced to her by 
m American friend* & writer 
mm&d Bob McAlmos, 

. fit comes 
V,. Donald 

:r*.A ■ 

• ; over & year after 

[.Melted ft had arrived in Paris, 
War bad come again to Europe, 
f-The &rst wild excitement had 
V passed by December, the flurry 
f of mohnis&tiots and the chaos 
I of hastily -osgamsed civil tie- 
f feoce had died away, and 
y Fmraee settled dswu to cynical 
^ ccRimenU ort the phoney war. 
#• /By this time the Latte Quarter 
r curiously unchanged by events 
u- which osly very far-aigMed 



people then real ised heralded the 
cod of an epoch, had reverted to 
its normal state of multi lin gual 
ebullience 

The ea££* were ** crowded a* 
ever : the ttreetf just as ItslL To 
Melinda's regret bar 19- year-old 
sister Harriet had been called 
home by anxious parents, but at 
the age of 23 she was mistress of 
her own destinies and was deter- 
mined to stay on a* Jong m she 
could 

As Maclean stood inside the 
dark -curtained glass door* wiping 
snow from his face and hair* 
looking round the packed* smoky 
room in -search of familiar faces* 
he noticed Melinda sitting with 
& group of friends 

Be knew her well by sight, for 
the Latin Quarter is a curiously 
small worlds but he had somehow 
never fine t her. He spoke to the 
roan who was with him and they 
began to push their way through 
the crush* bandying grectmgs 
with poorly everyone thebe, for 
Mndcan, too, was a popular 
figure in the heterogeneous 
society of St Gerrnsin dea Pres, 

They stood by the table occu- 
pied by Melinda and her entour- 
age and vaguely through the 
babble of talk going on at top 
speed ail around her* Melinda 
heard McAtmon introducing * # my 
friend, Donald Maclean.” 

Within su-matler of days they 
became inseparable — but the 
initiative tame from Donald, Be 
“ saw her Arst * as it were ; he 
sought the introduction : he made 


the runnings 
t shell 


That i 
company, 


iked hint* enjoyed his 
admired his Intelli- 


gence* hU knowledge* his eavoir- 
faSr** is undeniable. E or Mac- 
Jean, although he spent hi* night* 
in the cafes and boHea of the 
Latin Quarter* where art in any 
forte took precftdafi<sft over world 
affairs* where promise was a* 
important as accomplishment* 
where talk was all* w »s in m&ny 
respects a visitor, from Smother 
world. 

Already he was a hsrd*worfcteg 
and extremely competent diplo- 
mat— using that rathe* loose 
description to indicate a member 
of the British Eoseign Service— 
and* at 26, already climbing: the 
ladder of which the topmost 
rungs were labelled ^His 
Britannic Majesty** Minister 
Plenipotentiary smd Ambassador 
Extraordinary to Paris . to 
Moscow < , ; toi Washington** 

m m w 

And so' he SS. 
proposes 

But bad it not been for the war 
It i« highly unlikely that Melinda 
would have married him. Ms 
was part of her Paris life* tor 
several months the major pari of 
it; but there arc indications that 
it was a part of her life she 
would in normal circumstances 
have been ready to leave behind 
her when she returned bome- 

Hi$ obvious liking for her 
was reassuring to Melted® who> 
tor all her popularity* was a 
IRtle out of her depth. She 


../■*' V : v H \ 

wftt no tetMlcciuftt god her ter 
teest te art »nd Btefstur* was 
amateurish i on the other hand, 
politics and seonomtef meaot 
aofhteg to hm 

But she was fascinated by the 
*eop* m& intensity of the S*te 
around her and longed to be 
able to plunge in and swim with 
the others, Mac lean, who 
seemed to combine in hht tali 
handsome person Ml the ouate 
ties which she felt to be lack- 
ing in herself, gave her coafideuct 
md brought out the~Utent hig- 
Qualities which always needed * 
sUrmflits, 

There is a wide gulf fcetweer 
liking ft man'a companionship 
and a desire to marry him. 

It was a gulf Melinda did no: 
really contemplate crossing, Sat 
tedicaied g* much to he: 
mother — who „ was . also her 
closer "TflemL 1 n IctlC v 

written soon after she had mb’ 
him. she said w but 1 am no 
really in the least bit interest et 
in him-” 

That is certainly not con 
v teeing evidence, but as tmn 
went pa she gave no tetficatior 
that she had changed her mind 
which, in view of her relation 
ship with bet mother, she wcuSc 
have done had she re&Uy i&Hev 
in love 

A & it w^as, ?t required Hi* ter ! 
blitr.krieg to bring matters, to 
head and force Melinda to tak 
one of the two tn&si' vin. 
decisions her life. After. sh- 
and M^dean had known e:ic, 
other for nearly seven months 
the German armies 
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ners 

h .. . ■ .-*■ • 
^'-r \ ‘ •; . T; ■•J. 

mice 


Maginot Line- and the wag 
lly started. 

American citizens had already 
et> advised to return home but 
•*’. with- the fighting nearing 
•is, there could be no 
rt her. delay. And then 
-lean asked Melinda to marry 

be was in an agony of jn- 
nsion. She liked him too well 
an outright refusal and yet 
‘ could not bring herself to 
ept him. 

>he desperately wanted time. 
-Id she not go back home and 
nk it over T No, ho replied. 

American citizens could 
r£in any longer in the war 
'e and if she went to the 
Aed States she would never 
able to return to Europe—* 
least until the war wgs over. 

* Yes’ . 

Vr4 as things were then, in 
Q ® th© blackest moments of 
v war, who dare possibly pre- 
* when that would be, or what 

- future held J 

«n. her little hotel bedroom 
vt door to the Cafe Flore, with 
'UP rapidly rising all around 
•\ ^Melinda wrestled with her 
-b*«n, alone and with ho one 
guide her. FinaUv she made 

her, mind; she could not 
vrry him. —• 

V fl«r another attempt to make 

- change- her mind, he 




mass of contradictions 


Ail unrea 
world 

The letter 'war obviously con- 
tinued some days later, by which 
time the infuriating French red 
tape had been successfully 
reduced to mere strings and the 
marriage was imminent Melinda 
speaks of a dinner at the home 
of a friend of Donald's who bad 
a ear: 

*’ And when they leave Paris 
Donald and I are going with him, 
I will probably go straight to 
Bordeaux to try to get a boat, f 
am so thrilled 1 can hardly 
believe I will soon be seeing you. 
I am only bringing over two suit- 
cases or so as it will be impos* 
sible to travel with more. The 
rest I am leaving in Donald’s flat 
as they will be sentfriohinl if he 
has to leave France” 

The utter unreality of this 
letter, written after the German 
armies had overrun Europe and 
were fast approaching Paris— 
facts of which it makes no men- 
tion at all — show Melinda's pre- 
occupation with her own affairs 
to the complete exclusion of the 
outside world, a characteristic 
which. I think, .site always 
retained ' '* 


accepted her decision and said 
he would drive her to Bordeaux 
and put her on a boat for 
America. But events moved too 
swiftly £on them. The speed of 
the German advance accelerated; 
the evacuation of Paris began; 
and Melinda changed her mind. 




¥ Jk V : 


I 


rather extraordinary manner to 
her mother, extraordinary, that 
is to say, for & young girl just 
about to marry the man she 
loved. It said: 

^Darling Mother,— Please don’t 
feel hurt that 1 haven’t let you 
know before about my decision 
to marry Donald. But l honestly 
didn't know whether to or not 
* We decided very suddenly 
because it seemed to be the only 
chance as the Embassy is liable 
to have to leave Paris for some 
God-forsaken little place in the 
country and one is no longer 
allowed to travel without an im- 
possible reason. 

Also I had decided I couldn't 
, * . — v« — stand it any longer I was so 

typical. Melinda fashiacitwa, homesick. 

dated June 11, she wote Tfi a " I am sorry I haven’t given 

you more details about Donald 
and I know you must be very 
worried and also probably dis- 
appointed at my marrying an 
Englishman. But that doesn't 
necessarily mean ! will have to 
settle down in England for the 
rest of my life. We will probably 
be sent all over the world. 


On June 10, 1940, with gunfire 
sounding faintly in the distance, 
Melinda Marling and Donald 
Duart Maclean were married in 
the Mrunc of the Palais Bourbon 
district of Paris, facing the 
already deserted Chamber of 

Deputies 

Some . time belors, in. a letter 
posted on June *9, although in 




A>. ‘ *' 

1 t • 


Plans 
wrong 


go 


The letter continued : * 

4 * To go back to Donald, 
sweetie. He is six foot four, 
blond with beautiful blue eyes, 
altogether a beautiful man. He 
ha s all the qualities for a husband 
(at least, I think! He is the feoul 
of honour, responsible, a cerise of 
humour, intelligent.- imagination, 
cultured, -bjoad-minded land 
sweet), etc • ' < ' 

*' Of eourse. he ’has faults, but 
somenow they don't clash .with 
mine— except that he is stubborn 
apd ftrong- willed 1 needed that 
is‘4 wasMrifting along getting 
>o where * 

; My greatest desire is to have 
a baby while I am home as T am 
dying to have one and I couldn't 
bear to have It without you. 
Wouldn £ It be wonderful* 
Mummy I , ... . , ^ 

U is clear from this that 
Melinda had planned to 1 marry 
Donald and then, with hi* in- 
fluence and as the wife of a 



I would have liked to marry. We 
have known each other nine 
mon ths now, so you see we are 
‘ ^TOt--W!ndiy pushing irifc ‘ " 




But things A not wor* out 
u % i ' AftqT their weddit 
they' "look to thAbad in what w« s 
m effect a nighwnare honeymoon. 
Paris was emptying .fast and the 
roads leading out of the capital 
were jammed with refugees. 
Donald and Melinda, with a 
friend in whose car they were 
travelling, got only as far as 
Chartres and they spent their 
first married night in a field. 

They head 

west 

The next morning they headed 
west. They were living in & time 
of the most extraordinary uncer- 
tainty and confusion, but they 
still hoped it would be possible 
to spend a few days’ honeymoon 
before deciding upon the next 
move. 

1 They had thought of going to 
Biarritz and. indeed, after report- 
ing to Bordeaux, where the 
British Embassy had established 
Hselt they did spend two days 
ip a village not far from Biar- 
ritz. But once again events 
moved ahead of them ; the capitu- 
"at ion of France, now led by 
Marshal P<Hain, was imminent 
and. with it, the evacuation of 
the British Embassy. 

They hurried back to Bordeaux 
and there, on June 23, they went 
on board a British destroyer 
which sailed in the late after- 
noon. Three hours later, out at 
sea but Still within sight of 
France, they were transferred to 
a British tramp -steamer, and in 
it they made a fantastic journey 
of ton day® to England, 
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TOMORROW: 

6 The diplomatie 
round: London, 
Washington , Cairo 

$ Maclean s 

strange moods 


i ■ 

i: 


ifThe 
woman 

Melinda 

H 



EH voice was 
slightly husky, 
slightly breath- 
less, American in 
timbre, certainly, 
almost accentless 
educated. 


but the 
voice of the 
travelled classes. 

Her sisters — usually any 
girl’s most candid critic*-— 
say that, anyhow* until the 
birth of her first child* 
Melinda had an exquisite 
figure— and indeed when I 
first met her, when she was 
32, she could have changed 
very little, for she was still 
extremely attractive. 

She dressed in excellent 
taste but did not appear to 
be deeply interested in 
clothes. She had a kind of 
casual, effortless elegance 
which could make a battle- 
dress look smart and in a 
way seemed to prefer old 
clothes to new — a somewhat 
unusual taste In a woman. 
Possibly it was that she was 
so often preoccupied with 
her own thoughts and dreams 
—whatever they were. 

Her moods 

An incident, highly reveal- 
ing of Melinda’s attitude 
towards clothes* occurred 
while she and Ma clean were 
living m Washington when 
he was First Secretary at the 
British Embassy there and 
they were invited to what 
was Melinda’* first White 
House ball. 

Her. immediate reaction 
was the Entirely feminine 
one of H IVe absolutely noth- 
ing to wear. 1 ? The second 
step was also normal: frantic 
telephone messages to her 
favourite Kew York store to 
untter a dazzling new 
creation. 


But then came an abrupt 
^parture from the accepted 
>a ttern of f e 
jehaviour. The dress arrived, 
was tried on, approved— and 
practical iy forgotten. Melinda 
supply could not b « bothered 
with it and went to the ball 
in ft httle frock belonging to 
one of her sisters. 

She was always very 
popular in almost any circle 
Zf^lL entirely lacked 
self-confidence. She was 
naturally shy yet gregarious 
as a starling; extremely lazy 
but given to sudden bursts 
of energy: vague but capable 
of decision and determine- 
tion; vain but curiously 
humble; apparently frail and 
defenceless but in fact tough 
*{g If j reliant And 
although she was generally 
tractable she could oh 
occasion be quite dominant. 

Her weakness 

But, unlike Maclean, who 
was definitely ft split person- 
ality, one man one day and 
quite another the next, there 
?? V- Melindas: tht* 
was . Melinda, this living 
amalgam of moods and 
tempers* differing from hour 
to hour as another facet 
caught the prevailing influ- 
ence* but a l ways un- 
mistakably the same girt 
She lived on her emotions, 
was swayed primarily by her ■ 
emotions. She had an ex- 
cellent mind, but was men- 
tally azy and rarely took the 
trouble to think things out 
for herself if she could find 
someone to do it for her. 

* 1 j . thus ihat when, 
aged 23, she met 26-year-old 
Donald Maclean she became 
completely under the influ- 
ence of his keen, incisive 
mind and his knowledge of 
the world— ►already so much 
greater than her own. 

fm percepti bl y, u n con- 

sciously even, Melinda began 
to take her views from him 
“except possibly on politics, 
in which she was always 
utterly without interest— and 
this, plus her loyaltv and, to 
some extent her vanity, was 
r undoing. 
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4 reproduction of the' business part of the draft sent 
3/r#. Melinda Dunbar from the Swiss : Batik Corporation 

MYSTER Y OF THE 
£1,000 CHEQUES, 


by 

GEOFFREY HOARE 

D URING those June days of 1951 
M e 1 i n d a Maclean waited at 
Beaconshaw in increasing distress 
and agony of mind for news of her 
missing husband. She waited also for the 
imminent birth of her third baby. 

On June 12 her sister Harriet and her husband 
arrived at Tatsfield and the next day Melinda 
went into hospital. And there, in the early morn- 

t ing of Thursday, June 14, twenty days alter he 
ad deserted her at a time when above all a 
/oman has need of her husband, she wrote a * 
-tier to Donald, It was found, still unopened, 
mong the papers she left behind in her Geneva 
at after her disappearance in September, 1953. 
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| BE: .'Donald d?mscLSan ,etal 
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!f Melinda and Donald Maclean 5-| 

t.vTh&sB;' were ' ifieir happy" days %£■ 
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y dearest* 


A 'fereviofsly used white envelope was sealed 
with a wide band of blue paper on which was 
written* in pencil* ** To Donald Duart Maclean 
from Melinda Maclean/' The letter* also in 
pencil, said ; 

My dearest Donald, 

If you ever receive this letter it will mean 
that I shan’t be here to tell you how much I 
love you and how really proud of you I am. My 
only regret is that perhaps you don't know how 
X feel about you* 

I feel X leave behind and have had a wonder- 
ful gift In your love and the existence of 
Fergie'and Donald. X am so 
looking forward to the new 
baby. It seems strangely like 
the first time and I think I 
shall really enjoy this baby 
completely* I never forget* 
darling, that you love me and 
am living for the moment when 
we shall ail be together again. 

All my deepest love and 
wishes for a happy life for you 
and the children.— MELINDA, 

This letter was written! 
before Melinda drifted slowly 
away into the anaesthetised; 
lleep from which she might} 
well ’ never emerge, for the 1 
fcirth of her third baby* which, 
medically, she should not have 
liadi was dangerous in the 
extreme. 


Might ex peel 

It was - * lhe v *~ lette r of a 
courageous and generous girl, 
of a girl, moreover, who, 
despite everything, still loTOT 
the man whose child she was 
about to bear* And, whatever 
happened afterwards, what- 
ever she may have felt and 
said from time to time, this 
letter helps to explain her 
actions two years later. 

But this touching letter had 
curious omissions. It made no 
reference of any kind to Mac- 
lean's disappearance. Melinda 
.was still taking the attitude 
that she refused to believe that 
he was ai 44 traitor" and had 
gone behind the Iron Curtain, 
hnd that is clearly What she 
be f leved. 

But what did she think had 
happened to him ? One might 
have expected in this possibly 
farewell lettjjr there would be 
reference tef the fact that he 
had left he|S some such sen- 
tence as “ wherever you . 
whatever you are doing, ** some 
expression of her forgiveness 
for the grievous wrongs he had 
done her. 


house called La ! Then 
Sauvageonne, standing in da 

own grounds at BeauvaUon. not j j rom Maclean, 
liar from St Tr^pez. Before 
they could go, two important 
developments occurred* 

’ On Friday, August 3, five 
weeks after Melinda and her 
; new baby daughter-— also called 
, Melinda — left hospital, Mrs. 

- Dunbar received two regis- 
' tered letters from St. Gall* near 
j Zurich, in Switzerland, 

One was from the Swiss Bank 
Corporation and the other from 
the Union Bank. of Switzerland, 

£££) each contained a draft in 

toy knowledge or even suspi- her name on a London bank 
cion of what he was doing, for £1,G00 ; 

where he had gone, one would The printed forms accora- f j^a 


J On the other hand, if she tod*- Atttf 

tspi- j her 


two days later, 1 
received 

2 a n. It was undated ‘ 
and bore r*o indication where 
1. had l ?en written, but it had 
been posted the previous 'day, 
August 4, in England — at the! 
main post office at Guildford I 
in Surrey, only about 25 miles 
from Tatsfteid. 

p 

Must know 


It was in the circumstances 
a most extraordinary letter — : 
affectionate, loving, the kind of! 
letter « husband .suddenly: 
called away on business might 1 
' written to his wife to ex- ! 


certainly have expected her to panying, . the cheques were : p uu n that' he "was frightfully , 


reveal it in a letter which was almost identical. “They stated 
intended for Donald only i/ she i merely' that the remittance 


died. 


was made ,s by order of Mr. 


Why she did not afterwards : Robert Becker, Hotel Central, 


destroy this letter, why she . 
kept it with her for 27 months 
arid then left it behind, is an- 
other mystery. 


Money 


The baby, a healthy girl. was 
bora during the morning, and 
although Melinda was ex- 
tremely ill, she recovered fairly 
quickly and 14 days later she 
left hospital to face, again, the 
tragic difficulties of being the * 
. wife of the Missing Diplomat. 

By the time she returned to - 
Beaconshaw most of the Press 
■^tnrd realised that Melinda and 
her family knew nothing more 
about Maclean’s disappearance 
than they read in the news- 
papers. She had, moreover, 
been requested by the Foreign 
Office to ray nothing. 

In the weeks between the 
birth of her baby daughter and 
the time she and her family 
left England for a holiday in 
the South of France, Melinda 
was near to breaking point. 

It was towards the end of 
July that" Mrs. Dunbar, Who i 
had originally planned to take 
the two boys to France for a 
seaside holiday while Melinda 
had her baby, decided that it 
was imperative to get Melinda 
away. 

Another daughter, Mrs, 
Catherine Terrell, went to 
France and, after consulting 
estate agents, rented a la 




Zurich.** Mrs Dunbar knew fi 
no Robert Becke^ and was ex- 
pecting no money from 
Switzerland. 

But it as obvious, anyway* 
that the money had come, in 
some way, from Donald 
Maclean and had been sent to 
her rather than to Melinda In 
case the name Maclean, still 
very much in the news* 
attracted attention* 

Mr. Bcekcr 

Mrs. Dunbai immediately 
rang up MX5 and experts 
hurried down to Tats ft eld to 
examine the letters and take 
them aw * J for closer inspec- 
tion* 

Detectives flew to St. Gal) 
where, w it h the help of the 
Federal Police, they attempted 
to trace Mr. Becker. They were 
unsuccessful. 

There is nothing in the 
world '* closer” about its 
affairs and the affairs of its 
clients than a Swiss bank, and 
apart from a vague description 
of the man who had bought 
two £1,000 cheques and the 
I. information that he had indi- 
? rated that he was staying at 
• the Hold Central* Zurich, and 
had given an address in New 
; York, there was nothing else to 
be discovered. 

- And even this was little use. 
No one of that name, it wus 
found* had stayed at the Hotel 
iitral, and as for the New 
York address, it was non- 
existent. But, as New York 
streets are numbered, Ameri- 
can detectives were able to 
state that Mr, Becker’s 
residence, bad it existed, would 
' een approximately* 


sorry he had gone off so 
hurriedly but would soon be : 
back* j 

It made no reference to! 
where he. was or what he was j 
doing. Byt jt>ssid that she 
must know in her heart that he j 
had to do what he had done 
(which meant entirely nothing; 
to Melinda), but that he coullj 

«■ ill not tell her why he welt 
o k where he had gone. lie 
##td : 

"I don t know what you 
must have thought of me going 
off a ixl leaving you with no 
money." 


M.I.3 


the middle: of Central Park* 


T IT 


He stated that he had sent 
£2.000 to her mother for her 
and the children J “ I thought 
it would be better that way.” 
He hoped she and' the child- 
ren were well and asked 
tenderly sfisr the new baby, 
which he knew had been born 
and was a girL ‘ 

It contained a fatuous phrase 
; about ** I can imagine you with 
a daughter,** which, was not in 
| the least like Maclean, whose 
ordinary letters were amusing 
and far more sophisticated 
than that And wit asked 
whether the baby was fair like 
the other children or dark like 
Melinda* And it ended with 
f his love. "... > - 

The letter was most caref ully 
examined by officials of MX 5. 

who cam© rushing down to 
Tatsfield when Melinda tele- 
phoned to tell them she had 
received it : \The writing was 
undoubtedly his. but it was a 
little shaky* a Hit I© uncertain. 

The phraseology, if a little 
stilled, was on Vhe whole that 
which be might conceivably 
■Jjave used, but it did not ring 
quite true, was not quite/// 
natural style. * ' 

Melinda felt that it 


0 


D 


r 


j 


1 leTFH^fie ' had written eithe* 
i within dictated limits or which 
[ he knew would have to stand 
scrutiny to see that he was giv- 
; ing nothing away. 

! The paper was ordinary— it 
could have been bought any- 
where ifi England or on the 
Continent But that was of no 
importance* 


t* Melinda-; — 

• « -vi j 

r , +K j 

i But « to Krjjelipda' the letter 
ifneant two facts of overwhelm- 1 
Jng Importance. Firstly, it was . 
’proof that he 1 was still alive 
y and disproof of the theories j 
then being advanced that he 
was dead, - either ^murdered 


l utnce. f ucau, ^eiwie^r rnuroered 

1 The people who had taken ^ i ; ^ e *iberai£]y by : Communist 

t- 1 ■— ■. -i_ _ i. ; :fi£f^ntc nv* billot a wfr?<&T-.fr<s.11» n . 


charge of him, who had 
arranged his flight and who. 
had permitted him to write 
this belated last letter to the 
wife he had deserted, were 
certainly in a position to 
obtain whatever Kind of letter- 
paper suited their purposes. 

Moscow 


■ maj 

I 


Had it beep the headed . 

t ftotepapec of the Foreign 

j Office* or the House of Com- f 

j inon s- or of the Athenaeum i 

: Club, it could still have been » 

\ written and dispatched in ! 

' Moscow, to be posted by a f 
Communist agent in Paris, 
Home or London. 

The only possible points of I ' 

; significance were the reference 
to the new baby and the in- * 
formation that h€ had sent ' 
Melinda ■ £2,000* 

This meant that the letter : 

* had been written after June 34 
and he was aware that the 
baby had been bom and was 
-a girl, information which 
t could be obtained from the 
aimoun cements of feirthiT 'ill *""* 
The Times and from the 
columns of many other news- tr ~ 
papers. 

’The question of the money 
was interesting in its connec- 
tion with the timing of the 
\ letter* It implied a close liaison 
| between agents in Switzerland 
j and London, although the letter 
only stated that the money had * v 
'been sent It did not neces- 
sarily imply that he knew it 
had been received — which 
would indeed have been an 
■ UCrtUandirig' feat of &Sptrm&g+. 


agents or killed accidentally in 
j & brawl And secondly it told 
her what in her heart she was 
so anxious to know — that he 
j* Still loved her. 

* The letter, when it was re- 
'• turned to her by MLS, became 
i one of her most treasured pos- 
R sessions, to be carried con- 
stantly In her handbag where 
;it still reposed on that day two 
years later when she went off 
into the unknown to join the 

^,‘n ^ - j - ii - - A 


[World copyright] 


TOMORROW: 

What happens to the £2,000; 
Melinda decides to holiday 
Fi'cince ; iH./<5 call a$ain 


NOW MELIND 

M.I. 


by 

nimmiHHM 

Geoffrey 

liimimiiiimimmtmiiiHiiEstjimuimiuiiti 

Hoare 
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T HE story of the 
flight of Maclean 
and Burgess to 
France is the only 
part of the disappearance 
of which there is reliable, 
corroborated evidence, 
*'^They left Tatsheld soon 
after 9 p.m., in the car 
Burgess had hired in his 
own name, and drove 
through the night to 
Southampton. 

That morning also Burgess, 
again in his own name, had 
booked two berths on a cross- 
Channel steamer, the Falaise, 
which left Southampton at 
midnight on Friday for a week* 
end excursion cruise io St 
Maio and the Channel Islands, 
returning to Southampton early 
on ,;jvaonaay morning*. , 

A t~[ 

MPrinkiny 


. A 


beer 
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The first Pis 
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• « X 1 .1 . 
is xoia: 


.46 


xftey drov«,up to the docks 
rt ^Southampton with only a 
ewi minutes to spare; so 
IreSsed for time were they 
nat Burgess left the car stand* 
ng on the quay side. - v » 1 


THE START OF THE JOURNEY t 

A car of the type in which Burgess and Maclean 
drove to Southampton stands by the Chan osL . 


steamer Falatse which took them to St. Malo^ 


husband w 


This attractod^Tlie alien ‘ 
T?F a car-park attendants 
called out after them as t 
ran towards the boat. Bur, 
shouted in reply, " Back 
Monday ” 

This incident alone, inv 
ing' as it did. the discover 
the car still standing forlo 
in the docks on Monday 
after the Falaise had bert 
helped to identify them 
more effectively than w 
have a chance encounter pi 
Paris plane. 

The Falaise reached St. ' 
at IO a.m, on the Salu 
morning, but Burgess 
Maclean remained on t 
drinking beer until the t 
passengers had dLsemba- 
and they then went as 
leaving in their cabins the 
gage they had brought 
them — Maclean's brief 
and two suitcases of d 
belonging to Burgess. 

They appear deliberate 
have missed a train tha: 
St. Malo at 1L45 for Pari: 
their, actions for two men 
were trying to get away 
out being seen were fa 
T^yond words. 


~y 
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pearance— ana sne 
n’t worry, your 
be, back soon” 


Carey-Foster 

«T\a«4 4i 

nug. T * -- -- • - - i 

said ^ 11 I‘ra sure, your husband , 
will be back soon. But X think 
it would be best if you said 
nothing at all about this to any- 
one else.” 

Clearly, however, a more 
serious view was taken when 
the Chief Security Officer 
reported Donald Maclean’s 
• 14 non-appearance.” High-level 
inquiries were immediately 
Opened. 

I That night an urgent signal 

■ v/ 2 .s sent out to at! British 
I diplomatic and consular posts 
\ on the Continent to look out 
i for Maclean and his companion 
' and report back on a “ clear- 

the*) ine ” level to the P rime 

■ Minister, In other words* the 
] message was to have the high- 
i est possible priority and was 
: to be sent in plain language to 

avoid any delay in coding and 
decoding. 


Gun nvas 

>ajp , > 

missed 

At the same time the various 
special branches, M.X.5 ip 
England, M.L6 and other 
■-agencies abroad were alerted, 
/ | but no warning was sent to the 
f French or other European 
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^ At Tatsfidd, the morning 

A mm mg m*gwkgwg st ' " '^after “they left, the guests 
JAM* mm 8 arrived m& Melinda had to 

explain to them that Macieafe 
had been unexpectedly called 
away— as she watched the 
drive with ever - increasing 
anxiety for his return. 

On Sunday, May 27, Mrs.. 


siyuul 


They were reported as 
viving gone first into a cafe 
,;d then an hotel to try to 
haage English money, and . 
■hen to have hired a taxi to 1 
l rive them to Rennes* fifty 
'•idles away, where they could 
*tch the train they missed ah 
dt. Malo, 

There Is certainly no evi- 
vience that they did in lac t 
board the train, and while the 
>tory of the taxi journey was 
•Nearly related in good faith 
by ♦. the driver, the French 
Surete were by no means satis- 
fied ot its reliability. 

*Tbe identification appeared 
io be open to douSt,” they told 
me. • ‘ I 

From that moment the two 
mm disappeared utterly and 
completely* 

The- remarkable difference 


D u n b a r — M rs, 
mother— by .chance telephoned 
from Paris to ask after the 
health of the two little boys, 
who were ill with measles. 

■ Melinda said to herein a low, 

— .uu it n. in A- ij nh Mnmmv. 

’-*-1 ’ 

I wish you would come over, 

I’m afraid Donald has gone off 

on a drinking party again,” 

On the Mond ay morning. 

still without news of him, 

Melinda telephoned to his 


police, 

At this stage the Foreign 
Office obviously hoped it would 
be possible to find Donald 

1 ««r] Kic- /rnmnafilnn 

I without any publicity, 

: When did the Foreign Office 

'know that Maclean’s com- 
panion was not an unknown 
v Roger Styles but Guy Burgess, 
'very much known in official 
r ; 7 circles? 

Maclean’s * purgess’s m o t h e r, Mrs] 

bsss ted ‘ "us - cni 
Foreign Office either on th 
Monday or the Tuesday to sa 
that her son was missing. His 


He had been gone five day*, 
and although that was. a long . 
time indeed for. £ drunken ■ 
escapade— which was the ex* t 
planation which Melinda was ■ 
clinging to— it did not seem to ; 
her entirely outside his extra* j 
ordinary capacities. \ 

It was on that day, in the j 

IjUIIUUU Miscii wwiciH v* • *-'«'« jr 

Maclean. Donald’s mother, that*- . 
Melinda first met the senior j 
M ,1.5 officer who was in charge .< 
of the investigations. He was 
brought there by Mr. Carey- 
Foster and not to Beaconshaw, 
because MeUnd^ had to be in 
: London to see her doctor. 

1 The interview that day was^ 
j short and matter-of-fact/* The 
! investigators seemed at that : 
it; me: also to expect Donald to r x *~' 
: return— at least, that was the - 

impression they gave Melinda. 

< But it is now clear that by 
;May 30 the authorities must 
I have been in possession of a i 
‘good deal of information, cer- 
ft a inly that Maclean’s com- * 

; panion was Burgess and that 

11. ... i. A 4 a 

VUCJf UeU4 |fWV« VU * »nwvv. 

Obviously t o o. whatever 
Melinda may have believed, 
the authorities did not place 
much reliance in the early 
theory of a hectic week-end in 
Paris. 

Obviously it was necessary 
sooner or later to seek the co- 
operation of the French police. 
When was this done ? 

The impression I gained in 
Paris at the time was that the 
■■French police were not 
of the disappes 


lot in- 
carancs; 1 

;n dais 

i * 


QmQrt o ;id was told that he had 


not arrived 

And that afternoon she 
again telephoned, but this time 
to speak to Mr G. A. Carey* 

__ Foster,* the -Foreign Office’s 

between the amateurishness of Chief Security Officer. She 

♦ W* AWf wttFt a# IKe* rficahn^ar* iftlfi Hiltl that MftGlGSfi ftSO 

fcnOtf ai^ lhe efficiency of the “gone away for the week-end 
is one of the w a rt-m th a ' friend named Roger 
curious aspects of - the v^hole Styl es but had not retuf ncft 


disappearance had 
noticed* despite the 
bohemianism of his usual life, 
because he had not kept two 
highly Important engagements. ! 

And the captain of the 
Falaise had notified his 
superiors that two passengers 
had failed to rejoin the ship 
when she left Si. Malo. 

Mrs. Dunbar arrived from 
Paris on Wednesday May 3Q, 
in response to her daughter’s 
telephone appeal. She fdimfl-, 
Melinda, who in any case was 
far ; from well, extremely 
oger w orried and upset, but by no 
C , " I cans overcome by grief* for 
rat that time she deariy ex- 
pected Donald to retui 


ntil some six or seven 
fter it was discovered. 

Mr, Herbert Morrison later 
^ suggested that the co-operation 

bee i>:j vt the French police had been 
errant, requested only one day after 
the disappearance had become 
known. ... , 

Once the French pohee knew, 
a 44 leak ” was inevitable and 
the only surprising thing is 
that it was so slow in arriving. 

On Wednesday, June 6, an 
inspector at the SO rets 
Nationale told a French jour- 
nalist, who worked also as an 
informant for an English news- 
paper, that they were looking 
«#*r two missing Briti^di©^- 
mats, That was sufficient. , 





m 




.^The Paris fcprrespon dent t fete- And, anyhow, the _ whole; nf case are upc j er inves t M MB ^tf*-*.** 

to t Bs London 0fficS 4 " ,,,w ^ a S e rai J® . ^^IflavT iati° n and it is not in the pui> 1J1J,r Jm m-M 

inquiries Wf a made, and the a telegram he should fever have 3if * interest to disclose them” :j* _ %m 

; next monai 
blazoned &c 


re made, and the 
g the news was 
bss the front page 
of two British newspapers. 

When Melinda read the head- 
lines, “Two British Diplomats 
Missing/' and the story below 
which suggested that they were 
M trying to get to Moscow,” she 
said pathetically to Mrs. 
Dunbar, “Oh. Mummy, they 
can't be referring to Donald, 
can they?” 

Wii •e from 
France 


, telegram WM - 

* sent, " Am quite wefi now : 
he had not been ill when he 
left. “ Don't worry, darling ; 
what insufferable futility l 
This telegram, to be, 
paralleled 27 months later after 
Melinda, in her turn, had dis- 
appeared, throws an interesting 
light on the mentality of the 
organisers of these disappear- 
ances, 

ie two-fold search for the 


lie interest to disclose them 

. A few more facts, more in- 
teresting than anything con- 
tained In the original state- 
ment, were elicited by a string 
of questions. «The most impor- 
tant and the 'most reassuring, 
was the Foreign Secretary's 
assertion that there was no 
evidence that Maclean and 
Burgess had taken documents 
with them 

But in reporting the debate 


■■ • % 

mt 
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ifo men— unofficial and highly «" u * "L r H T„ *n5 „ n * 

gTSSSS* {^figS noted that. Mr. Morrison 
ana shrouded in complete « an nrarp^ evasive ” whe« 

t&iions'— ►«&'«* whether they possesse 1 


Her fears that the head- 
lines pointed at Donald were 
confirmed the next morning 
Not only were the names 
Donald Maclean and Guy Bur- 
gess impossible to a void when- 
ever one looked at a news- 
paper, but telegrams from the 
missing men were received 
that day. 

There were two from 
Donald : one to his mother. 

Lady Maclean-,, signed by his 
childhood nickname " Teento.” 
and the other to Melinda. 

They had been posted in the 
Post Office in the Place de la 
Bourse in Paris, which is open 
all night for telegrams, at 
10 p,m. the previous day by a 
heavily made-up worn ah. The 
original “'Of ' The**telegr am re- 
ceived by Melinda contained 
many mistakes in English, 
most of which were corrected 
in transmission. It read : 

MRS. MACLEAN MELINDA. j various 
BEACON SHAW. TATSFIELD I Missing 
NEAR WESTER HAM. SURREY. ' ‘ ' 

ENGLAND, HAD TO LEAVE 
UNEXPECTEDLY. TERRIBLY 
SORRY. AM QUITE WELL 
NOW. DON'T WORRY DAR- 
LING, I LOVE YOU. PLEASE 
DON’T STOP LOVING ME, 

DONALD. 


nations — reached its zenith 
during the next few days, 

While hordes of zealous 


any knowledge which bm 


day higher and higher, 

A string of 
questions 

What the police and the In- 
telligence services discovered 
was not revealed, and if the 
Government knew anything 
they kept it to themselves. 

Sniped at angrily by a Press 
which felt itself baulked of 
official confirmation of , its 
theories , about the 
Diplomats and their 
fate, the Foreign Secretary, Mr.. 
Herbert Morrison, was finally 
forced to make a statement in 
the House of Commons on 
June 11, For any light it 
threw on the mystery he might 
just as well have saved him- 
self the trouble. 


Ttvj» m iehl 

search 

This was both meaningless 
and frightening. The foreign 
handwriting and the obvious 
mistakes showed that Maclean 
could not ha4e written it. That 
meant either! that he had had 
an accident ir that he was no 
longer a free agent. 

But even if he had dictated 
it, he would at least have got 
Ivthe address right He would 
, not have placed Tatsfleid in 
Surrey when he knew that its 
I jaKtll^address was W 


pro! 

His statement ended with ^ Atomi S-EH£CS* 

„nrfc ^he-security aspects ttommsssion - • ■ 


words; 



reporters besieged Tatsfield, •potential value to Russia 
scores of their colleagues It was, anyway, a fairly 
scoured the Continent. A few •dim cult question to answer, 
more details were added to the Who could 'know what these 
insignificant little mound of two men knew ? Had they 
known facts — and a massive really been collecting informa- 
mountain of conjecture, speeu- tion for Russia— of which there 
lation and rumour soared every was no evidence at all— -they 

! could easily have gone outside 
their own particular niches in 
the Foreign Office. 

Mr, Morrison was at pains 
to decry the importance of 
Donald Maclean's position as 
Head of the American Depart- 
ment — which Mr. Eden 
described as * perhaps the 
heaviest and most onerous posi- 
tion in the Foreign Office at 
the present time"' — by pointing 
; out that many of the “matters 
concerned With negotiations 
with the United States are 
actually dealt with in other 
departments,” 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
followed this up the next day. 
He said that the American 
Department was not respon- 
sible for current questions 
such as North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation matters,’ the 
Japanese Peace Treaty or 
rohlems considered by the 


In fact, he said. It really 
concerned itself with 44 domestic 
developments Inside the 
United States and questions of 
purely Anglo-American con- 
cern ."—whatever that might 
mean. 

What were extremely in- 
teresting in the Commons de- 
bate were the tributes to Donald 
Maclean, Mr, Morrison* after 
stating that a the medical 
evidence was that Maclean 
had fully recovered from his 
breakdown, said that ** a report 
on Mr Maclean's work was 
that he was an exceedingly 
able official/* 

Then came Mr. Anthony 
Eden, who had hem Foreign 
Secretary when Maclean was . 
at the British Embassy in 
Cairo, 

" ■■ Ma/T be allowed to s3y f as 
Mr* : Maclean was serving 

under me at the time In Egypt, 
that all the reports I received 
of the work he did there were 
Very good indeed ? M 

And to this day, that is 
really the sum total of all that 
“official sources"— the Foreign 
Office and the Government — 
had to say about the dis* 
appearance of Maclean and 
Burgess. There have been 
cl her statements, many 
mem— all equally negative. 
Ajually un illuminating. 

I [ World copyright} 
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disappet 
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vanish 
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'T was a smiiidg May 
evening itt 1851 Wftfch 
this story that was to 
' echo round the world 
begair in a large hms$e at 
TaUSeld, near Wes terharh, 
in Kent -jcfr 
of the Macleans, 

Donald Maclean* tb e n ' 

. aged $7 md * promising 
.seaibr mm l In the Foreign 
Service, had for six months 
been head of tbe American \De^ j 
partment of the Foreign Office. 

This appointment followed 
sick leave of six months while 
he was recovering from a 
“nervous breakdown" which 
developed while he was serving 
as Counsellor and Head of 
Chancery in the British Em- 
bassy at Cairo, 

He was lIvihg w Wfth Melinda 
and the^ two children, Fergus, 
aged sev*n. and Donald, five, 
at Beaconsh&w, their rather 
plated bouse at Tat-sfield. 

CLUB LIFE 

Then no news 

For a few months after he 
had resumed work at the 
Foreign Office at the beg inn mg 
of November. Donald Maclean 




'his (s important in view o 
circumstances of his di: 
appearance Tire change m 
hU behaviour coincided with 
the return to England of a 
friend who had visjied him in 
Cairo, 

DISGRACE 

For Burgess 

Guy Burgess had been sent 
back from Washington, where 
he had been Second Secretary 
at the British Embassy, in con- 
siderabte disgrace. He was on 
the point of forestalling pos- 
sible * dismissal from the 
Foreign Service by resigning, 
and was considering an offer 
of a well-paid post on a Hondon 
newspaper, * 

Since his return to England 
on May 7 he had been living 
in tendon, renewing old 
friendships in a succession of 
luncheon, dinner and drinking 
parlies 

There is no evidence, bow* 
ever* that his meetings with 
Donald Maclean were more 


had led a fairly regular life, than casual, &vea accidental ; 
catching an early train back to they were ml dose friends. 


Tats held each evening and 
spending his spare time with 
Melinda and the children. 


In April this p!&dd> domes- 
ticity came to an end, and he 


Mrs, Maclean was expecting 
her third baby and as the 
birth, like that of her two pre- 
vious children, was to be a 
difficult Cesarean, the date 
reverted gradu^ly to the Mac- 1*1 advance : 

lean at earlier ldays in lJww-41 *** ^ June H. 

married life* gefcg from office ^ - — 

to bars and cl&ibs in the West 
End instead ot going home, 

A About this time* loo, he 
llccan spending nights in town 
aria once nr twice Melinda was 
Without news of him for two * 1 
or £hree days at & time. 


HAPPY 

But not long 

Her mother* Mrs, Dunbar— 
who arrived in Cairo on a 
previously /planned visit 
Melinda just after Maclean** 
precipitate return to Don don 
had left her in ;.ftn^d*Tdifh- 
cullies at^d In a st«te of con-. ; 
aider able anxiety— had gone 
back to the United States m 
Hdvcmher> 

Mrs, Dunbar had promised 
to come to England about * 
fortnight before Melinda's 
baby was born* and then, while 
Mzlindk was recuperating* take 
the two small boys to France 
for a holiday. There they would 
‘ be joined by their parents in 
August, when Maclean^ leave 
was due. 

Melinda had passed an 
{ extremely busy and* m many 
\ ways, happy winter getting 
r Beacomhaw into some sort of 
; shape, Her furniture bad 

. arrived from Washington and 
j from Cairo, and she was end! 
{ leSly’ occupied in making 
r curtains, doing odd painting 
; jobs and making the neglected 
house into a home. * 

From just before Christmas* 

; until the following spring 

was one of the happiest times 
in her life, 

^ But this was not to last. By 
the middle o? May* when Mrs, 
Dunbar arrived back in Paris 
to stay there with her young* 
est daughter Harriets Maclean V 

1 erratic behaviour was again 
casting shadows oyer Malwwkd* 
"hi# "' 1 — -v... .. 
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Melinda * when? her mother 
would arrive m inquiry 
which later became significant 

On Thursday* May 24, the 
nay. before Ms thirty-eighth 
tfftMitf, Donald told Melinda 
mat a Mend of Ms named 
jigger Styles— of whom she hid 


^-.. .Ha t unreasonably, Melinda 

asking ; was killed in the war, were to vifSs extremely upset. She tel- 
spend the week-end with them, lowed him into his dressin 
1 fc was forthis reason thai Mic- . room, where he went to pa 
lean had taken the Saturday ! hi$ pyjamas and shaving gear 
morning ©ft ' in i briefcase, md they 

There was nothing to be argued, 
dona but to accept the un- jt was too bad that he had 
wanted guest with good gr#C£, invited an unknown friend for 
a|d the i*ekt morning MeiMc a [a birthday dinner which she 
hiked Madeaiv a birthday ca^ a j bad been foolishly hoping 
afM prepared a special dirme \ jsper alone with him. But 



THE GUEST— 

So charming 


This conversation fixed 
tap«ns>iably or the tewn- 
yesr-eld boy’s memory— 1> 
despite his promise, his 
did not " come bade soon, 1 


And then, half an hour l»te% 
Guy Burgess arrived at 
Beaeonshaw in a car he had, 
hired in the morning in his own 
*® e ! name Maclean introduced hi® 

\ to Mclihda a* Roger Styles, 

lu iAh4 he was g^e louad him charming and 

t that he would spend the night ! j* ,£ *» He seems to 
at Beaeonshaw. Kis .easy to talk to- «e sc«ns 


wafe intolerable if he and |i$ 
friend Were then going to leave 
her alone st home for 
evening. 


were arriving the uert^rolra- 'have gone out o£ 


be a great deal of work to be 1' definitely attracted by him. 


dune which she 
manage alone T 


WHY f 

A child asks 


THE HOUSE AT TATSFill.D 

Beaconshaw, the house where the strange events 
occurred. Standing on the lawn is Fergus, 
the elder son of Donald and Melinda Maclear 


mi previously he&rd— would 
hit coining down to dinner the 
next evening, 

Melinda was annoyed. Her 
baby was only three weeks 
ahead. She was tee ) ini; 

wretched and in no condition 
to entertain, especially some- 
one she did hot know* 


fSo far m cm be discover 
jmalrf Maclean not only sp 
Friday— until the evenb _ 
—in a normal manner* except 
possibly that his ' lunch eon was - 
more elaborate and prolonged 
than usual, but his manner was 
entirely normal 

He caught his usual tra 
he $T9 Uvm Victoria to Oxb 


lid arrived home at the usual 
! me— usual, that is to say, fn# 


i 

! 

1* 


m 

easy house to run. It was a 
"relie of the opulent pre-war 
days when servants were easy 
io get 

In addition, Maclean** *Mgr v 

Haney and her American 

Mrs, Mary Maclean* J* xg v 
widow of an elder brother wh© 


Her small boys had measles* 
and even in o^inary circum- 
stances* with mly one daily gjjg , TylSingJ when he werd^amp. Tm j 
servant who home at tea- evv t | f rom the offi t^^sRaU be back 

lime* Beacoiwhaw was not an straight home irom . 

Before Ms guest arrived he - 

saUTi© Melinda t After mnner 
Eogcr and I have to go out to 
sec someone on busmens, ini 
going to take a few t hings in r C 
we have to apewtf" 


putting up beds in the guest 
rooms t looking after the oen- _ 
lx a! .healing ? All the other 
household jobs? For they were 
Ms small share ih helping to 
run the house, 

Melinda begged him not to 
go. He said that he bad to. And 
Melinda stormed but of the 
|: room and went downstairs. 

Then occurred a pathetic 
Mitte incident which only came 
out two years later — when ? 
young Fergus told his grand* j 
mother. 

His father's and mother’* 
voices raised in argument, 
had wakened the little ^ boy, 
who slept in ap adjmmns 
room, and after his mother had 
gone downstairs* he got out of 
hk bed and weut in to see ms: 
father. 

<+ Why am you going away, 
Dadtly f n he asked* *-Can 1 
stand at the window and watch 
you go ? ** They were the last 
words he spoke to his father 
for at least two years and four 
months. 

Maclean replied, * You. get 
back into your bed; you .little 
Tm not going 1 
soon” 


could not: ^ ^ as sha could judge, 

and It must be remembered 
that she had never , met war 
before, his 'ffidnhdr was i>ef*f 
iectly normal. 

There was certainly wo 
obvious constraint; Re 
appeared neither worried not 
iU it ease. Neither be 


a clean that evening gave tte 
impression ©£ & man on tne 
brink of deserting his family, 
bis friends, his country and 
bU very way of life* probably 
for ever. 

There is one curious point. 
Going over the events o! that 
never4o-be-lorgotten evening* 
Melinda said afterwards that 
she had a vague feeling, based 
on nothing s he could remember 
or fix positively* that Donald 
and Burgess bad in fact 
travelled down from London 
together* Had they done so it 
is not easy to see why they pre- 
tended to have come 
separately. 

It might be that after drop* 
'Ping Maclean— either at the 
station, where he would, have 
picked up his own car* or els© 

near Baaconshaw— Burgess 
had driven off to see someone 
who lived near. 

Dinner wm a normal mmh 
with three civilised people talk* 
mg casually and amicably with 
no apparent signs of the menial 
tm&tt through which two of 
them must surely have been 
passing. There was certainly 

no hint that evenings SiW 
catastrophic storm which was 
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those 


to break over, 
three lives. 

After dinner Maclean, said* 
casually, that he and Roger had 
to go out to see someone on 
business. They would 'prob- 
ably not be long, but Melinda 
was not to be worried it they 1 

were late. 

Melinda, m the presence of 
the guest, asked merely < 

whether the ^ business ” could 
not possibly be put off until the 
morning, but he said, regret- 
fully, that it could not 

He then went out into the 
garden to make up the furnace 
for the central beating* a job 
Melinda in her condition could 
not do While he was away 
Melinda and Burgess talked “ 

idly, and again Melinda was 
struck by his charm. 

FAREWELL 

His words , 

Maclean returned, and then, \ 

with some remark about not \ 

being long— there was no fur- 
ther reference to the possibility 
of being away for. the nights 
they went. 

And that was Melinda’s fare- 
well to her husband, and, for 
all its petty annoyances and 
disappointments, one of the 
most peaceful days she' was to 
have for many months. 

She read for a time and then, 
as there was no sign of his 
return and she was very tired, 
she went to bed early, 

J This series is from, a book 
be published by Messrs, * 
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• The flight to France « Melinda receives the guests , 
tries to explain Maclean’s absence 

• She says to her mother on the ’phone i ‘I’m 
afraid Donald has gone on a drinking party again * 

• She tells the Foreign Office . Enter M.I.S 

• The news breaks* The search begins V < 
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MISSING 


WERE 

. v. 

bp Geoffrey Hoare 

No other' writer is better luited to • 

Missing Macleans. First, he was their friend. He knew 
them long before their names were printed across the pages , 
of the world’s Press. Then, as Pans Correspondent of the. 
News Chronicle, he reported the disappearance of Maclean , 

and, last year, of Melinda and the children, • . 

He is a friend of Mrs. Maclean's mother, Mrs. Dunbar. And 
so that a true picture might be given, she provided him with 
resh facts, letters and photographs. With this background 
■•;ihd his own knowledge of the affair. Hoare has written 
t.' L 1 ' ’ book as fascinating as it is important. 

' - prom that book the News Chronicle has 1*1. | the series, 
of articles which begins tomorrow,' Today Geoffrey Ho 
, tells how and why he wrote it. 



Melinda Maclean with 1 
Deauville, in Au;. 
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HAVE been th*«tor 8 *n ©me* a f 
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deeply Interested In 
the mystery of the 
Missing Diplomat 
than most people, and in a 
somewhat better position to 
try to penetrate it For one 
of them, Donald Maclean, 
his wife Melinda were 
my friends, 

.They had been roy neighbours 
in' Cairo. From there, indeed, 
Donald and I had (town back 
to England together on the 
coroptotimi“*Hhough neither 
©f us then Xnew it — of our 
respective terms of service to 
that part of the world. 

Decision 

After his disappearance 1 
remained in close touch with 
Mebnda during the W two 
unhappy years of her exisv- 
ersee as the Wife of the Missing 
Diplomat and it was O&ly in 
the final tmr Months before 
she disappeared that I ceased 
to hear from her. 

After she had gone l became 
the confidant ana friend of her f 
grief - stacked mother* Mrs, : v 
• BunfeaL I 

And it wa$ one night last 1 
Becemrt>er, in the coum of one > 
of our endless discussions/ of 
this tragedy which had fallen [ 
on her and her family /that I - 
decided witt* her approval to 
write ^ The Missing Macleans/' 
a book which would try to 
present a true picture. 

The Case of the Mining 
Diplomats, Donald Maclean 
aud Buy Burgess, was one of : 
the major sensaUon^ of 185 U 
For the world at Urge it 
■opened m Thursday, June T 


*# « poiisJbtliiy they might have 
important wjper* with them. 

Sevarat expert* have ft own 
from London to France to work 
;i: with the French poSic#* *M «il 
/ French airport* arid frontier* 
are feeing watched The police* 
/ it i* imder#too& are watching 
vtoitor* to me Soviet Bmfe**** 
in Paris, 

No rrawspaper situation 
could have had a better feegSu- 
ntaft. The story fe&d aft the 
i n g r e die n is ^ mtealog 
diplomats. Sight to * Morrow, 
lm portent patera, ' ‘Airport* 
and frontiers watched, Soviet 
Embassy involved. ' -••■ 

That mme afternoon the 
Foreign Officers week Isle-** 
reluctantly divulged sufficient 
details' to give the brew more 
body. - + > 

An ennotmeement from ^ 
Whitehall said that two mem- 
hers of the Foreign Service 
had been missing from their 
homei since May 25, They 
were Mr. D. B, Maclean and 
Mr. C?< de M, Burgess/ 
i Alt pmsMe fequlrie* . ate 

byteg msste, ft I* known tbit 
they went to Francrirfc& da & 
i ago.. Mr, Maclean had a breai? 
dywn a year ago owing to over. 
Strom hut wait believed Suite* 
to have reco vered. 

Owing to their Absence with/ 
nut leave, both have hem m* : 
pended with effect from June t ’ 
Since that day, met three' 
yeara ago, more has probably 
been published about the 
Maclean and Burgess mystery 
in the worlds newspapers and 
magazines than on any other 
smgm topic. 

Soma of It has been the 
result of painstaking* con- • 
scientious luvestig&tion/ 


Hoar# on fh© beach at Vil!er$-s«r-roer, near 
I, The itexr summer th# disappeared v 

... / W., m T 


'■ soberly and accurately ore- 
: sen ted* A lot has been mere 
sensational reporting. Too 
i rriuch has been unabashed, 
third 'rate fiction. 

Certm n\y the story hag never 
: **en ejiher easy or straight- 
awi y mi mese two rsieti i*rsi •■ * - report. After the 

broke on an England which at >> i f S d ^texi* 

*rsi hardly realised tt* iro- •' fr ? m *?*: 5 

portxmce, reporters had 

The headlines' were bold arid ~ !? * J?? /5L u on * despite 

black, but the stories beneath a 2** C P" * n 

them were guarded, And the re E cglaruf and on the Con U Pe nt. 

was m mention of the two^ s ^ wo m * n wer ^ »f?cr%ccn ; 


SENSATION 

jf\N that pleasant summer 
w morning when the Koreau 
war was barely a year old. the 
story of these two men first 


names which were to become 
a byword of the time* we live 
m Said one report : 

Scotland Vard officer* and 
French detectives are bulling 
lor two British- Government 
employee* brUeved to have 
left London with tee intent ton 
of getting to Moscow. 

A frtend j* quoted as s*ytng 
they planned the 

• their idealifftie pur^ 

poses.* 
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There the myxter? stood until 
September, 105 l P when Mr* 
Melinda Maclean* Donald 
Maclean's American-born wife, 
and her three young children, 
whj had gone to live in 
Geneva, also disappeared. 
Similar intense investi§a* 
lions were undertaken— with 
almost equally negative 
results. This r time, . however, 
the trail was traced to the 
borders of ths Soviet Zone of 
Austria. ^ * 

After several months of work 


1 uncovered many new facts . 

‘ erF 


?on* that impelled Petrov 
flee from the Soviet Embassy 
at Canberra and which sent 
Dr. Otto John across the fron- 
tier to East Germany, 

The same reasons which led 
: Nuns May and Fuchs to re- 
main in England and become 
| traitors there. 

i All these men— and prob- 
X ably others, too— men In good 
! ofticiai positions. Intelligent, 
trusted, thoughtful, "had 
; listened to the siren voice of 
[ propagandists. 

Weaklings 

xEey had come to distfus^ 
the way of life in their own 


throwing light on bow, wbe 
and why the Missing Diplo* 

mats disappeared, and many countries and imagined, in the 
’! ue#r from which reasonable ‘ case of Burgess and Maclean, 
deductions might be made* i that only on the other side of 
And It is, I feel a vital t the Curtain were security and 
>Tory; an important story, as ! sanity to be found, 
well as a fascinating human I But they were weaklings, 
-lory* *• » [ with grievous faults in their 

f make-up which made them 

■ terribly vulnerable and, in* 

■ stead of staying where th 
ere and fighting for ihejr 

bfliefs, they fled. 

frhe case of Melinda Mack 
is quite different, And in 
attempting to unravel her 
role in this mystery, I have 
traced her Kfe from childhood 
through marriage to her last 
agonising days in the free 
world. 

This investigation, which 
entailed talking to her friends 
and relatives and reading the 
letters she exchanged with her 
husband and her family, was 
an essential task in trying to 
find a clue to a mystery even 
deeper than that posed by 
Donald Maclean's own dis- 


SENTIMENT? 

AT first I concentrated on 
* _ Donald Maclean. 

What was it that caused him 
to desert his wife and children, 
his home his job — that envi- 
able job in the Foreign Service 
which held so brilliant a- future 
—his country, and his very 
way of life ? 

Could the reason be senti- 
mental— a ft£& 4*3 l k , liking did 
renounce his throne for love ? 
Was it financial? - Was he in 
trouble, threatened with expo- 
sure and disgrace t 

The answer lies elsewhere. 
Through the ages men have 
d ed for their beliefs. Some 
still do. But Others caught up 
in the modern dash of con* 
flirting ideologies take the 


appearance. 
Why did 


Melinda, 


L 


easy way out. They change desert J ed wife who 

was' on the 

ca ? p J’ *1: / * u * n.. 13 point of remaking her shattered 
And that k w^hat Donaid ■ suddenly follow him 

Maclean did, and with him Guy j nt0 exile? 

BLirgess, They fled , their She had' no ideological con- 
vmmiy and went behma the victions. She was not 'interested 
Iron Curtain Jtor the Mil international"' politics or 

, i " 1 ' ■ ■ - world affairs. She was ar_ 

attractive, uncomplex person, 
abnormal wife and mother. 
And yet She went^taking her 
three small children with her. 

TRAGEDY 

FT was only by a close 
1 examination of the per- 
sonalities and actions of these 
two jinhappy human beings 
that a possible answer could be 
found. And it was in an 
attempt to provide that 
answer, and to try to clear 
away the misunderstandings, 
the exaggerations and the mis- 
representations whic h hums 
clouded this modern 
tragedy, that I wrote this book.j 



THE LAST PICTURE TOGETHER 

it was taken in the garden of Beaconshaw at Tatsfield 
just before Maclean disappeared. Melinda Maclean 
— was then expecting her third baby - 


f TOMOlUtOW : The" story, begin. 
| The. quarrel over Burgess; 

Maclean insists on bringing 
liifil home for dinner; 
the disappearance. 
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Mrs# MacLeaa Wrote Mother 
-In 1953 After She Vanished 

LONDON, Aug, 38 3 B, — The MacLe&n vanished May 25 ,] 
Arnsrican-bori) wife of with fellow Diplomat Guyi 

fished British Diplomat and it was believed* 

Mac-Lean H» s «*«» - they fled behind the trcm Cur- 

*»tn. His wife disappeared with 
her three children in Switier- 
lasd last September, apparent-! 
iy to follow her husband into! 
exile. ’ ’ j 

Although the letter bore *n< 
Egyptian postmark, officials 1 
emphasized it could not be 
s^med Mrs, MaeLean mailed 


mnt word in a 
"VlyTteriOtts letter postmarked 
Cairo that she md her husband 
Are Veit and happy,* the For- 
eign Office confirmed today* 

The letter w&$ written by* 

Mrs, Melinda MacLean, 38, to| 
her mother, Mrs, Melinda 

Dunbar, who showed it to Brit. 

Ish Foreign ^Office officials. ^ , „ 

The Foreign (iffice said the ^ 

ter was dated toei^ber 34, l§53 3 i ^e letter in Cairo herself. > 
but declined comment m the *Ti could have been iakm to 
^ delay Jrr reklsing news of it Cairo in a diplomatic pouch*” 

- •-- ' ' — - fan official said, ''There are 

many possibilities 
i MaeLean served In Cairo be- 
fore becoming chief of the 
Korth American section of the 
Foreign Office in London. Just? 
a month before he vanished, he' 
suffered a breakdown at his 
Cmo post. 

F irst won| of the kite? ap- 
pearMintie London press to* 



MRS, DONALD MacLEAN 
••*■.♦ - writes to mother. 


day, attributed to “informed 
$ource^ !f The newspaper re- 
ports apparently smoked out 
the Foreign Office on the latest 
chapter in the mystery that 
has perplexed the West 
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Tf'HE News Chronicle yesterday 
broke the long silence that has 
blanketed the world mystery of the 
Missing Macleans. . / 

This newspaper announced that the 
first FULL and AUTHENTIC story of 
the missing diplomat, Donald Maclean, 
and his wife, Melinda, who vanished last 
yiar with her three children, will begin 
in thisjpaper next week, 

’ The announcement rocked the rest of Fleet 
Street. Rival newspapers, realising withjcom- 
mendable celerity its significance ana the 
widespread national concern in the Macieap and 
Burgess affair, groped for any particle of news, 
however slender, in their efforts to catch up. 

Particularly they grasped at the disclosure 
that Mrs. Maclean wrote to her mother, Mrs. 
Dunbar, after she disappeared last autumn. < 
Bold -headlines were flung urgently across 
front pages : MRS. MACLEAN WRITES TO* 
MOTHER ; MRS. MACLEAN WRITES .HOME ;j 
A LETTER FROM MRS. MACLEAN. 

But their accounts showed that Fleet Strlel’s 
news editors still do not know what lies behind 
this', most Extraordinary mystery. . ■ j 


I LETTER FROM CAIRO f 

I Today the FACTS ■ about the. letter cal be 
earlied a stage further. Facsimile extracts from 
it are reproduced on this page. The letter Kvas 
posted last October in Cairo — not from “ some- 
where in Eastern Europe.” , ' 

It was short and infinitely pathetic. It 
Opened : “ Darling Mummy,” and said “they ” 
were well. She hoped “ with all my heart-” that 
her mother would understand how deeply she felt 
the “ sorrow and worry ” her departure would 
cause. „ 

It said they all missed Mrs. Dunbar and 
asked her to believe that “ in my heart I could 
not have done otherwise than I -have doner**- 
The letter — it was written on a single >sheet 
of grey-blue notepaper — forms only one episode 
in the story of the Missing Macleans and of 
Lfonald’s diplomat friend Guy Burgess, who 
ccompaniecf him on his journey into the 
lknown. There is much more to tell. I 

IT WILL GRIP EVERYONE 

The whole narrative, related by Geoffrey 
Ho are, Paris correspondent of the News 
Chronicle, is one that will grip every reader. 

Fleet Street wants to know the facts. 

*■ — — — ■ - ■ *- ~ — — — -"f— — — • — — " — * 

\ v ou want to know the facts. : 

These facts will be given in Hoare’s 
exclusive series of articles starting next week 
in the NEWS CHRONICLE. ” ' ~ 

i’ h . «m u * " ■ * ***** V. P 

It is the full story. It is the true story. It 
,wDl be widely read not only for its human inter* 
e‘st but for its national importance. 

It contains some of the most significant 
revelations ever printed of this strange age in 
.which we live. f " 

There will be a tremendous demand forjthe 
;WS CHRONICLE from Monday onwardsjand 
>u will be well advised to make sure of reading 
le Missing Macleans by placing an order with 
your newsagent now. ' 
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THE CAIRO ENVELOPE 

ostmark, October 24, was sixlweeks after Mrs. Maclean and thj 
* children vanishej from Switzerland 
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V!K ? » 

AND DONALD D, MACLEAN THROUGH THE Jr^r^npBUMORS^SET’Of F BY JOHN'S 
THE REPORT V fS THE LA TEST OF A SERI ES OF R THE COMMUNIS TS - - AMD JOHN 

’^WHtWe^OuIcES “sAID ANNEMARIE ^WEYRES. NURSE-RECEPTIONIST 
EMPLOYED L BY dr! WOLFGANG S WOHLGEMUTh!* i HAS*'d£Ni£d REPORTS THE DOCTpR 

^ ^THESE J SOUR CE^SAID^MlsS^WErRES^WHO HAD fEN MISSING SINCE jOLY 20 
«AS -LOCATED AND INTERROGATED,* APPARENTLY IN FRANKFURT. 
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LONDON- -A GOVERNMENT MINISTER CONFIRMED REPORTS THAT VLADIMIR PETROV 
SOVIET DIPLOMAT WHO SOUGHT ASYLUM IN AUSTRALIA HAD PROVIDED INFORMATION 
ABOUT TWO BRITISH DIPLOMATS WHO DISAPPEARED IN 1951. . _ UA *. 

MINISTER OF STATE SELWYN^LLOYD TOLD COMMONS UNDER QUESTIONING THAT 
(PETROV HAD TALKED ABOUT GU ^PflGESS AND LE AN . THEY WERE 

(RUMORED TO HAVE GONE EASTW'ARTPTHPOUGH THFTRON CURTAIN, BUT NO OFFICIAL 


I 


WORD OF THEIR WHEREABOUTS EVER WAS FORTHCOMING. 

ASKED HOW MUCH PETROV WAS TELLING ABOUT BURGESS AND MACLEAN, LLOYD 
RHP LI HD® 

-"WE" ARE IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT. WHO HAVE 
APPOINTED A ROYAL COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE THE CASE OF MR. PETROV. 
THE INTERROGATION IS AT PRESENT IN PROGRESS. 

*• BUT SUCH INFORMATION ABOUT BURGESS AND MACLEAN WHICH HAS SO FAR 
BEEN ELICTED IS OF A LIMITED AND GENERAL CHARACTER, AND IT IS NOT 
YET CERTAIN WHETHER IT IS BASED ON PETROV'S PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OR 
HEARSAY." 
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OPINION 

THE FOREIGN OFFICE 
OBJECTS . . . 

TNTENSE and voluble 
1 activity in the Foreign 
Office ! With what object? 

To discredit, as far as 
possible, a sensational report 
in the Daily Express from 
its crime reporter, Percy 
Hoskins. 

Hoskins said that Vladi- 
mir i Petrov, ex-agent of 
Tie Russian secret police, 1 
has told Australian security 
officers how the missing 
British diplomats Burgess 
md Maclean escaped, where 
: hey are at present, and 
.vhat they are doing. 

The Foreign Office replies 
that Petrov had only 
hearsay knowledge of the 
Burgess - MgcU'sn a affair, 
md no detailed lnlorma- 
, ion. -Later It admits that 
Betrov has indeed given 
information about them. 

Really, gentlemen I 

rixHE Foreign Office is 
-L wasting Its time and 
ours. 

Is it seriously suggested 
that a key Russian agent In 
a key centre of the Russian 
spy network (Australia]! 
cbuld fail to glean an 
immense amount 
information about Bu 
and Maclean ? 


o f 

less 


’’DAILY EXPfIsS" 
London L-29-5U 


Let common sense prevail, 
ther in chairs 
Foreign Office or in more 
comfortable seats elsewhere. 

If gets ground 

T> URGESS and Maclean 
^ represent one of the 
great triumphs of the 
organisation to which 
Petrov belonged Inevitably, 
many details about that 
triumph have passed from 
one Russian agent to 
another — even as far as 
Canberra, where Petrov had 
been three months- when 
Burgess and Maclean dis- 
appeared. 

Whether the details 
Petrov has passed on are 
the truth or not, the Daily 
Express does not know. 
Does the Foreign Office 
know ? 

The one certainty is that 
Petrov can tell the truth, 
ora good deal of it. 

Answer this charge 

H OWEVER, before the 
Foreign Office pours 
Its next elegant sprinkling 
of not-too-cold water on 
the Petrov story let it 
pause to read the front 
page of the Daily Express 
this morning. 

There Chapman Plncher 
says that the Foreign Office 
had been warned by M.Ii, 
months before Maclean 
fled, that Maclean was 
unreliable politically and 
unstable emotionally. Yet 
the Foreign Office, while 
acting im a similar report 
about Burgess, shelved this 
ne on Maclean. 

A grave charge Is made. 
Is Chapman Fincher's 
story true ? If so, which 
officials in the Foreign 
Office read MX5's devasta- 
ting report ? And on what 
grounds did they take the 
responsibility for Ignoring 
it? 

Questions that demand 
reply, —» . 
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Maclean working 
behind Curtain 

Expre** PoMlSil Conraapondant 

k r -PORTION OFFICE 
xY spokestaati said 
yesterday teal Vladimir 
Petrov has so " first-hand 
fcaefrje&ei'* of the missing 
diplomats Burgess and 
Maclean, But I can reveal 
that he has given informa- 
tion confirming that they 
are behind the Iron 
Curtain, 

Foreign Office said that 
’’hearsay” evidence g iven by 

rfetrov, funner Russian diplo- 
mat, about Burgess’ and 
Maclean “Hi u»t be treated.-wita 
some reserve," . 

But last "TOimr «*-epote6msn 
agreed that Petrov, woo is '» 
iKSihiesl asylum in Austral^, M.%^ 
ix>en. Questioned about the missing 
diplomats, and that early 
m the tion HAU 

i remixed London, as stated in U>© 
•Daily Express yesterday. 

• fh* resort tn the t>a.iSy Express 
■:-ud that the material supplied by 
iMiov about Burgs&s and Maclean 
•and Oliver episodes of post-war 
disappearances and kidnapping 
"Will need several months oi 
ichecktos and making. 
warn Gaily t Express tm NOT 
fate that, Petrov had “ flrsWian* 
f&*fe«tge " of the imssmg^ 

, PAGE two, sou four 


PETROV CONFIRMS IT — - 


diplomats ; but th&t, es hrad of 
:h» Russian secret activity ___W 
Australis, he had access to me* 
’showing the escape route followed 


FROM ’ IF A6K , OKS ■ 


mm 6 mm mh&* &* 

m months' »*m l*wv* 
fohuwing aft outburst m vahro, 
where he broke a colleague* 1*8 
by wildly aw mting a rifle, 

ThU report cieariy stated that 
the security authorities were 


show mg the tow tne securivy wvjvuww _ 

tv the two mm and ft hat of! that Maclean was un~ 

™ Ji; Jw. u.tvs^ KViArtN Vn lift* r srtrf UMtifflf 


agents who helped thera in their 
defection. 

hs the Foreign OfJlce so ener- 
getically put forward yesterday, 

K a fun account has ml yet been 
received from Australia of the 
evidence which has been given 
by Petrov," 

And, as the Patfr Express 
i indicated, couriers with more and 
more of Fetmv* dUelomm^ar? 
i arriving at. centres ot Western 
; InteiUgmc*. 

Chapman Fincher writes ; It 
was revealed yesterday tnar 
months before Maclean and 
Burgess fled the country ih May 
\m the Foreign Office had been 
warned that both men were 
unfit for positions of trust 
A report on Maclean was made , 
jby MvL5 ageuR who shadowed 


it 


reimbte politically a£tf umt&w 
emotinuahy. 

A similar report on Burgew 
followed his return from the post 
of second secretary at Washing- 
ton in May WSt; ... 

The Foreign Offlee chiefs acted | 

on the re^on on Burgee— tmti 


shelved warning about 

Maclean. 

Imt^ad of dismtwtng Maclean 
thev Appoint^ mm head of the 
American division— although he 
openlv disagreeing tfgti* tn£j 
foreign policy ot the Western 

* n Six months later. :he disappeared 
with But¥^ behind the Iron 
Curiam at » -time when ,.tfce 
resumption of the Anglo- American 
i partnership on atomic weapons 
was being cP&sKferedv 
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Express Crime Reporter PERCY HOSKiNS 

Jj% $ a result of disclosures made by fast-talking 
Vladimir Petrov, ALL, is now clear to British 
Intelligence about the missing diplomats 
Burgess and Maclean. 

Petrov, former third secretary at the ^ 

Russian Embassy in Canberra, has revealed 9 not” 

the WHEREABOUTS of the diplomats ? HOW ’ m ^ hi IS ISI4 
they are employed j HOW they are pauU^ / 

He has told Australian Security officers 
{lie names of those WHO planned the escape 
route which Burgess and Maclean took nearly \ 
three years ago. ' j 

Petrov, former chief In Australia of the Russian 
secret police, has also told WHO helped the diplomats i 
* to get across the Continent. ", j 

And heavily guarded couriers are daily bringing : 
to tendon these secrets and others concernin' 


l^iaa^earances Sftd kidnappings to behind tlS 
Curtain 
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~ — WIFE IS TALKING TOO >■ 

With Petrov is his 35*year-o!d honey-blonde wife 
Evdokia. She was a cypher clerk in the embassy— and 
she was, ft Is further revealed, & key operative in 
the secret police. 

With her husband— in political asylum in a hiding 
place in New South Wales— she is talking fast too. 

Couriers are bringing copies of their statements by 
plane • not only' to London but to the Intelligence 
Departments of the other Western Powers. 

Revealed already are the details of most | 
Communist subversive activity in the West since 1945, 
when Igor Gouzenko, Russian cypher clerk in Ottawa, 
exposed the spy rings in Canada, ■ ' - 

The leak of Communist spy activities has become 
a waterfall— so that all branches of the Intelligence 
Services of NATO are now fully occupied checking 
facts, identifying agents, and tracing payments to 
"fifth columnist" co-operators. 

And this work win go on for months — while the 
Communist spy organisation will plainly have to be 
overhauled. 

MOSCOW MEOMG4NSSES 

Old agents wjll no linger carry trust; and, if atiil 
free, they will have to 'be recalled* All their contacts 
will be observation. And fresh agents will tod 

the going tough* 

Already, yesterday came news of developments in 
Moscow, where Prime Minister Malenkov has 
reorganised his Government 

And the most notable change is the setting \xp of 
a State Security Committee, independent of Sergei 
Kruglov, the Minister of the Interior who succeeded 
Beria, the shot traitor^ 

To the head of this new committee goes General 
Xyaii JieroV, mM now deputy to Kruglov, He becomes 
the supreme boss of Rmia‘$ espionage, counter- 
espionage, and sabotage activities.- 

And Screw, 48-year-f>3d ladies- man, and favourite 
of Stahn, with a long record of undercover arrests in 
Russia, will have the task of reorganising his foreign 
services— in the light of Petrov’s revelations, 

J it is not yet known how much of Petrov’s disclosures 
M be made public* Some will certainly fee aired before 
e Royal Commission of Investigation which is being 
set Up. in Australia, ' 


— NOW MPs MAT BE TOLD - 

In Brits.! n, the Foreign Office will decide how far 
the freshly gained details of Burgess and Maclean will 
he made available through Parliament. , 

DonaldKM&eiean, immaculate but erratic, was the ! 
38-year-old head of the American Department In the 
Foreign Office. Guy Burgess, shiftless and erratic, was 
48, and had been second secretary at Washington, 
They caught, the steamer Faialse at Southampton 
on May 25, 1951* landed at St, M&lo, took a taxi .to 
Rennes, In Brittany— and vanished from the eyes of i 
ttte Western world. . . ! 

Since then there have been two Indications that : 
.Maclean is alive— (!) An emissary placed £1,000 in a 
Swiss bank for the benefit of his dependants; and (3) ;! 
Mrs, Maclean and her children vanished eastwards ] 
from Geneva last September. ; .. » - 

And there has been one indication that Burgess is i 
alive— he sent Christmas greetings to his mother, in ■ 
Arlington House, S.W./last year. 

The Petrov story, when it can be told in full, will 
complete the Burgess and Maclean story— the most 
baffling in the history of British Intelligence, » 

[World Copyright Reserved] 1 
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RIM ES, UwJ*a fetprts. #t*M WrtVw 

M JDUSSELBORF, Germany- 
fat least give a routine check 

« el o#*_ friend of_Gu 
jBwrggag^ the vanished Bn 
f^pStf -vv..*- 
2T* Has himself fled from Britain 
<te the Iron Curtain and holds a Job 
* ~w lu « communist ©file* In Bet* 

Soviet sector; • . -* 

•V » I# an ex-Britonj 
• I» an ex diplomat; 



. ■■ — ' • • ' • * fit /'. , ••• • . 1 »( wwi .r 

♦You would expect that British Intelligence officers would *i«*ewwd — ". 
ever to a man : :: ' ; ^ ^ : j Tele. Seo« » •?" 


• I* at present visiting hi* moth* 


■ m 

h» West Germany and therefor* 

f vallabi# for questioning? 

But ft© ter no British intelligenc* 
officer has bothered 52-year-old 
~ Baron Wolfgang xu FutJltz in hi* 
^Cologne hotel Only Dr. Otto John, 
^.Itead of the German Security Serv- -' 
i Ifea, ha* had a chat with him. 

■pv| WJLUNG TO TAX* ■' V '. 
i- | Bw' »sr»B Is quite ready to • 
.jrhaft. "Ton know," he said, "I may 
■ "-wave been the Indirect inspiration 
f. of C#y Burgess** decision to come 
H over to us." He swdlrd and added! 
v , "Of course f . cannot bo certain 
. that Mack** and Burges* ara 
With ua. 1 have never seen them 
M or even been told anything about 
V Ihem. Btrt~tMcH~*&ucli thing* are 
^r WOtWi. . - A;i " 

H? "However, I have a good notion 
& ?*** * *■** responsible. Tes, that 
4f.Jft possible— very possible." 
fc And he smiled again. ' 

W ROUGHT SHTUSa 
W Wolfgang iu PuOltA member ©f 
Junkers temRy, had used hia pte 
„ftlto)B la the German Foreign Office 
to fight Hitter by passing secret In- 
;fo«^ation to the British between 
, JB35 and 1939. 

J But In September 1939 he nm 
|ge« to get on a plane and escaped 
from Th* Hague to London. 
/Burges#*' said the baron, “had 
am intimate friend ©I mine 
193V He was immensely tto 
essed with what I had done He 
, teutog everyone w* met he 
Jfhought f *** the bravest man he 
*d ever met* 



him m Eastern cone passport to 
It* ■ . 


time Putllta and Burges* Inotkooftii communist 


GUT BURGESS 

was »t the farewell party 
gave In his Bon&oi, fiat before to* 
departure for America. 

BatlSta, * naturalised British citi- 
zen by then, was given a $20-a-week 
job as a Shipping clerk to London. 
"I could hardly live on that;** he 


* wulu narwy live on uiai, ne *«*. 
said. "I had to eat fried fish every: “"But* and 
day, My rent stone cost me fli #r 
week, a" % : -ri 

"But while 1 starved Britain togas 
to support toe rearmament ©f Ger- 
many end th# rebirth *t German 
militarism. V 

"Everything in fact was being **• 
stored that -I -abhorred and to fight 
which I had sacrificed my nano* nod 
my career. , , 

*1 decided to get out and g* 
over to toe Russian*." Ha few* 
cited secretly to Berti*, crossed 
Into toe Russian zone, aummtefdd 
his British passport to to® Gee* 


- ' That he Joined a communist pub- 
* Jltolng arm. 

By now the baron wss well 
t launched on toe propaganda line he 
Bed dome to toe west to preach; 

.'* * How the Soviet Union's only 
policy with regard to Germany was 
Germany*# demilitarisation and do- 
Na rifles tfon, - < 

• How the German People’s Po- 
lk* Army had been formed In East 
am Germany purely » an answe* 
to West Gejunan rearmament, Thed 
would be disbanded at once, he said 
tf th® West abandoned rearmament! 

• How too Russian# themselves , 
wen* longing to leave Germany If 
only the other occupy ing power** 
would do the same. 

• How the reunion of Germany 
could be quite simply effected by 
talk# between the West Germans 
and the East Germans themselves 
without Interference from the allies. 

T ' « How they hoped to make a little 

Surgessfestor* money by arranging for some 
'"• West-East business deals. 

Certainly toe baron looked as 
though he could do with some cash. 
Hi# face looked drawn and worn and 
tor eider than when I tod last seen 
Win !a London almost nine year* 


HolSo«*a . 

Mts*G«uxly~ 



up Dashed the props- 
ptria Sno, "1 sra happy to to fight- 
mg Narisna again," 

WeH, there It is. Don’t you „ 
tol* friend ©* Burgess la a man 
intelligence experts should fakft 
trouble to losdt over white h# 
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led In Planed He, Says 

' '• 'V' , p v? " ■*;* •■/ ■■■ s" . •* v- ' 

£ ‘ ' ; mm, «uiMf«ty Dhpatch Cr/m® Reporter ^ 

MCOXLAND: YARD' Special Branch have 
4^ been to! d how missing diplomats Guy 
/Burgess and Donald Maclean flew' out of 
Britain as V.LP.s while accomplic es laid m. 
Sftlse trail by another route.*-** 

.p^This sew information was given to j 
Ipplitieiafis by a one-time top-ranking 
^British Communist 1, who recently 
jJjroke away - from his,, party * ■& : j.- ,, 

W? A senior official of Jhe .Labour' Party 
drafted a full report last week and sent it to 
Comffiander 'Leonard Burt of the Special 
Branch,;,- • ’ ; V 

fe;* , i'. Agent At The. Airport 

'ft* Thl* i* th$ ejf-Communist’s story s ' > ' ■ 

Burgess Imd Maclean did not leave England by 
cross-Channel steamer. as has been understood. Their 
departure was planned months In advance by inter- 
lation&l Communist agents who left false trails to sug- 
gest that the two men had reached the Continent by 
ay of Southampton and St Male — thereafter travelling 
ijtoFaria.^ 

Britain by air 


fc;Vp.:-. ■Ai** 


iM * 


Many 

nanv 

West 


eared in May fol 

ths t&B Sec m Senrtef 
tried to check their move* 
mm is, Mthcmt *««■« e 
though li fts* always been ftp* 
lieved they went over tx> the 
Communists »u4 may t he 
wc^ki^g or their behalf behind 
the* Iron Curtain, a , 

One theory I* that iftay *r* 
Homing tw h«r 

nasme iSsftUng* with tft# 

Far a t wme Maclean's American* 
bom wife. lived at their 

home in suney. *he went 

m Switm&nd with their three; 
loblidran 

Maclean and her chiMrea 
disappeared from Oeneya la&t 
autumn and it is thought th<ry 

R.&ave loined Maclean and are 
}] hvirt# at the village of Kladno, 
IS miles from Prague. 

Thi^ story has set been 
accepted unreservedly by the 
authorities. But because of the 
high position held hy the Ifttor* 
m ant in the Communist Fartv It 
& given serious thought, I 

[World copyright mervedl 




Fled !u Planej He Says 

% By JAMES mm Sunday Btopateb Crime /Reporter 

CCOTL A ND YARD Special Branch have 
£5 been told how missing diplomats Guy 
fBurgess' and Donald Maclean- flew out ot 
| Britain as V.I.P.s while acco mpli ces laid a 
' false trail by another route.^-rMK* 4 

, This new information was given to 
politierafts by a one-time top-ranking 
^British Communist ? who recently 
1 broke away from his party*: . *£y " 

? " A senior official of /the Labour" Party 


% 



\«& ctrt 

via Un* 

Ve at to 

-SoSf is drafted”** full report last week sent it to 
fccomriiander, Leonard Burt of the .Special 
^g«|Branch., .. - A 

*83 Ev, ; t Agent At The, Airport 

This is tbrex-Communisf* story : . • ' 

Burgess’ and. Maclean did not leave' England by 
ncross-Chacnel steamer, as has been understood. Their 
departure was planned months In advance by Inter- 
CIT. ' i « whe i off fal*A trails tosue- 


voSiif t» U" 

said, it 


Memw&ves 
> 'OtrmsxiS 

f'f szmm* 
tb wmt 

. ■> 

to x&Bte i | 
arrmgvnj] 
X 


■Htz 


national Communist agents who left false trails to sug- 
gest that the two men had reached the Continent by 
way of Southampton and St, Malo—thereafter travelling 
‘to Paris. f 

Instead say* the informant, the two travelled out'ST 

Britain by an 

‘ They were passed through the airport n# 

the eonnivano. of S Communist ft f and rtO 
departure »o that attention was net drawn to them, ana no 
* record left of the fast that they passed that way* <* - 

' .Therflew to OUsseidor?.- At the airport there they were- 
roiiiTdn </ mef by a Communist agent and lived for several days at his 
j| home to avoid police attention. Afterwards they fiew again, 
Tof/enri if- They are said -new to be lo Prague, , ■ ■ ' : ■ ’ 

Doubles Were Used 

The informant said that this method of departure has 
be-ivcarried out successfully 'on other occasion*. He told 
£ato#¥aly ofSdftls that it has baen made easy bec.ause of 
the presence of Communists and i^fd sympathisers at British 
and Continental airports. . , 

'' ' He added that the two men who travelled out of this 
country, via Southampton and SC Main unde* 
t Burgess and Maclean, ; were doubles and that luggage i*,f> 
oard the steamer Fslalse was a red herring. * ■*. 

'The name ©f the airline official - 
uogus VJ P.s has been given to the, Special ® r f- , ? 

Maclean’ and Burgess, bo th F oreign . 


in May last- fbi j 
the Secret Service 
tried to check- their move* 
merits, without .*■ u c t e t t 
though it has always been be- 
lieved they went over to the 
Communists and may be 
working an their behalf bemno 
the* Iron Curtain, , 

One theory 1* that they *tv 
ticlpidg R«s*la In b*r dlolo* 
maths ootiingt with the West. 
For a time Maclean’s American- 
torn wife. Melinda, lived *v their 
home to Surrey. Then she went 
to Switzerland with their torse 
'children. 

I Mfs. Maclean and her children 
| disappeared Irom Geneva imt 
autumn and ft * thought they' 
! have joined Maclean and j*e 
t living at the village of hdadno, 

1 15 miles from Prague, 

I This story has not been 
> accepts unreservedly OV the 
l! authorities. Bui because cs* the 
’‘high position hetd by toe infor- 
mant in the Communist Patty ft 
is being given serious thought. I 
(World *»py right reserved.! 
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DU 5 SELD 0 EF, Sunday, 

OU would expect, would you not, that British 
Intelligence officers would at least give a routine 

to & ; 

‘ 0 $E t is a do®* friend of Ouy Burgefg^the v&SUkea 
Britifth diplomat i > 

TWOi “ SEFTON DELMER 



him salt f J e d 
tiom' am 
i. to; the Iron 
V Curtate and 
! bolds a JO S 
now in ft Com- ^ . 

] muntst offiM in. JiCOS OR 
BerUn# 'Soviet / 

; sector; 

f THEEEr te an 
S Lp oim; tft an ex-41 ploroat j 
} f i\% j is at present v&lfeifc Ki« 

i^r'in West . Gemwiy p* 

1 feeretore available lot Questtoiv 

i iwt ■ 

• But jso far no Brltfcjh- X nielli- 
I seGfcO’Offieef has bothered S3- 
i year-old B&rou Wolfgang su 
i FutUU in his Cologne hotel. 

S Onlv Dr, Otto John, head Of fee 

German Security Service*^ h*A 
had a chat with him. 

1 Th* fc&rsrr ts wi£e mdy to 

• chat* " You fcoow* he said to 

me -pensively* sippxng h^ 

; Moselle, u t map fcave hmvthe 
j indirect inspiration of Guy 
! Burgee's decision to W- 
to us He smiled and QUtefely 
added : “ Of coolie i cannot he 
I fr«mm that Maclean and 
: Burgess ate with us, X have 
t never seen them or even been 
told anything about them, Su* 

! then— such things are seem, 

| * However, 1 have a go^d 

notion mat I wa# responsible. 

1 y«, feat is possible ~ v*ry 
]. acsstble,’* 

! I And fee smiled igsuE, 

! I Alter listesaipgto feis story. I 
! igree. I teo vfelrdc it i< 

h • 


puts a matt who fled to the 
his NEWSMAB 

: l 


over to the Bussi&na, f He 
travelled secretly to Berlin, 
crossed into fee Russian sons, - 
surrendered his British passport 
to the German Communist 
police, who gave him an Eastern 
sons passport in its place, 

"Then he joined a Communist 
mtoUfebag firm, where hi& next*. 
door neighbour Is John Feet, 
the former British Reuters 
reporter who also crossed 
over to the fUi4$ten&, 


His preaching 


n Y now the baron 
was well launched on 
the propaganda line 
he h&d come to the West to 
.**,« > w ** .. - -rtf { preach :— ■ 

Ptm<IT£. member of | HQ W the Soviet Unions only 

a Junkers |, policy wife regard to Germany 

was Germarivs dormhtorisanon 
and de-Harifk^tlon + 

HOW the German Peoples 
had been formed 


b LFTLA H Q | preach : 
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had used his position m fef 
German foreign 
Hitler by pa^rtg secret 
ttofi to fee British between 
and 1939, 

But in Septe?nbcr 1939 ho 

managed to gei^n a mane aM 
escaped feora The Hague to 
London > 

- BurgeIis/ , said fe* baron, 
*vhad been an intimate frieno 
of mine since 

immensely impre^ed witfc whftv 
X had done. He ^ept teihng 
everyone we met he feoujM X ; 
was fee bravest mmt he hfcd e^r 
met. It waa most embarm^mft- 
Probably he made up his mma 
to ft how my example 

; Last time T^tMz and Burgas 

met was at fee J? r tT e iL ' 

Burgess gave xo lus Bood-a^r^t 
fiat before h& departyre for 

A mericav . , . 

«It w« » v»n*V M 

evimng^ said Fufetz, « B 

"ewvoxw wa?t there. Even G 
Liddie and Bhmt of M,LS-/ f 
i^Putfitrs a naturafised British 
'citizen by then, wa^ given a 
£S-a-week Job as * feippmg 
clerk: in London; 

* **i could nai'Oiy hve on feat^ 
he said, M X h^'d to eat fried 
fish every day. My rent aione 
cost roe £Z a week, 

“ But while X starved Britain 
began to support fee rearma- 
ment cr Germany and fee 
rebirth of German mihtarfen, 

^ £ very thing lh fact w^$ bomg 
restored feat l abhorred to , 
fight wl'hch I had sacrificed my'c 


folson,, __ 
"Mr* Boardm<m_ 
|lr KlchoU-^™ 

Mr, Gl&vin 

Mr* Kr*tlx> .*,,: .,., 
Mr, Ko&en 
Mr. Tamm , <«:* 
M r. Tnicy .™^.. 
Mr. ISbhiu^. 
Mr. Wlnterrcwd - 
Tele. Koom. , 

Mr. Hplhmrftti .... 
IdlSS Gandy;, ... 


police Ar^ 

in Eastern Germany purely 
an answer to West German 
rearmament. They woutd be 
disbanded at once; he said, if 
the West abandoned rearma- 
ment, * 

HOW the Russians feeniseives 
were longing to leavo Gc rm arty 
if only fee other occupy mg 
powers would do the same. 

HOW fee reunion of Germany 
could be Quae simply ejected 
by talks between tho West 
Germans and fee Ea^i Germans 
feem selves without intone tehee , 
from fee allies. \ 

HOW fee y hoped to make a * . 
little extra money by arrangmgil / 
/tor some West-East busniess 1^ 
deals. 
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wife 


ehtainly .fe«to. 
baron looked |s 
though fee could do 
w some c^h. His lace 
looked tow and w«m and 
far older than wmen X had l&st 
seen, him in London almost 
nine years ago ^ 

a But>^ and up flashed ^ fr ? r £l 

§ Uganda hne* w I nappy to be 

gbLng Rftsism agwfe/ i 

well, there it is- Don , jfOd 1 
fefek fern frtouf of Bmgess^ ft 

roan our Xnteihgence e3tpeT A I 
feouid fefcfi/m* trouble to look, 
ifeile m Is around >[ 
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f^ uai La j^ ^nd my career. 
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id my career. 

dded to get ou t *n^£V,l/&, A^UiCT 
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in escape o 
Mrs Maclean 

SWISS POLICE GIVE 
VP THE HUNT 

From Daily Mail Correspondent 

Zorich, Sunday. 
C1WISS police security chiefs 
have decided “to drop for 

the present*' further lnquWes 
into the disappearance ot Mrs 

Melinda Maclean and her 

three children from Geneva 
last September. ' 

The decision was taken at 
meeting at which they considered 
fvw wrap ol information they 
had c^lected, during their .five 
months* investigation*. 

Interrogations Of pc^cns who 
claimed to ha Ll«^r?n ^fraveUng 

ViR. her 1 ffit- 


Re: Donald Duart MacLean 
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: W)»GESS5 AND MACLEAN | 
livestiptiions Contmuin? 

: JMkta b f Mr. UPTON <Soc„ Bttxj 
•ffn* for rttrih^r information ^ 

m« disappearance of tne diplom&ui 
Burgp^ and Maclean, Mr. 6*i#yn 

I -I r\VT^ »4'A tiiyf « ** V mm * » ar -a_A L A * P .' .. *. ? 

+**.,»*«+* "‘«viru . i t* Kr« f 

*t;U conUnumK and no det&ftetif 
eccoiiiU of their jjsttjre can Pe £i**n ( 
without prejudicing th* off 

their the Itiier test 

handwriting received i>y hi»j 
rn other on Dec. 32. n© raor* dettnta* | 
P»±$$*n tat\hCQmn%: 

JVt h^o Mr LTFTON preyed tor sno *< 
iiformation Mr. tLOY D wid "If 1*1 
wlf, to prelum* they &t« behind ti « 
P uftA ri *** yoJtfSl pmbaPif i * 


m ttntti sm s -' 1:; ' 
m m X&&& 
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FOjULOW^ 
TRAIL WITH 
THE EXPRESS 


The snapshot 

’ left 
behind him 

^ if- •>. 

I3ajia/d Macieun a/id Gill/ Burgess, two Foreign. Office 
experts, disappeared together in Mag 1051 by the simple 
method of catching a cross-Channel steamer ; So the 

most amazing hunt of our time , traced and explained in this 

startling new series* 

■w-*- t ITHIN & few hours of the publication by the Daily Express 
of the news that two British diplomats had disappeared the 
|f iHouse of Commons heard the sensational report confirmed by 
the then Prime Minister, Mr, Attlee, 

’ SharacierlsUcally, the Pahy Express and its reporter were snubbed— 
as irVrTsome way tJiey had erred by doing their duty. 

The Oovernment spokesman ignored the obvious fact that by trying to hold 
such vital information secret the authorities had made it easier tor the two 
fleeing men, and those behind them, to carry out their escape plan. 

The French police were the first to point this out to me, I spent the after-* 
noon with one of France's leading investigators. I 

« Confidentially/' he aa id to me, lf do you really think the British want t <1 
find these two men ? ” X could hardly understand the question, 1 

« This puzzles me,* said the French detective. First , why did they dela^ 
Informing us for three 
critical days— ample time 
to organise a hiding-place 
and an air - flight from 
France ? r 

I* Second, why did they otnf 
vital information—photograolf 
ahd b&ckground—w h l c h f 
Mw ays regarded as routine ia 
ifjese cases ? _ . •: “ — 
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« Third, why did they keep the 
i rttrt w wfW in from the.Pres* ? ' W 
they had wUhef they eoulu 
have had an jninedlat* alert 
hroufthout Wefsm Europe, 
and that* at lea# wttttld have 
hindered any Communist escape 

plan." 

H I suppose the t-ftswer to 
vour questions U that the 
BHtish authorities were not 
certain that the men had hi 
fact escaped,” I replied. 

** I do not believe that,” sain 
bhe Frenchman. -Ev«n the 
most n&Sve policeman would at 
Jea-st have suspected an accident, 
and this case is not being 
handled by the most naive 
policeman* •* , _ m T 

- Wh&t do you surest?* X 

jLsked 

- I'm not In * position to 
suggest any thing, he said. But 
I know that In common laroeny 
it the thief can get into the 
house and out of the house 
while there are people inside we 
always have the suspicion that 
iV* an inside Job." 

41 You are jumping at eonclU“ 

X a*W*' - What reason 

nave you to think that the two 
men were being watched ? 

"Apparently they thought 
'hey were under suspicion. 
Their getaway has the appear- 
ance of a very burned job. 

ESCAPE ROUTE 

I N the next few days 
the British and 
French investigators 
on the spot pieced together the 
escape route which was publi- 
cised to the world— the excursion 
ship, the taxi to the station at 
Tien nes, the -train -to- -Faria and 
then nothing. 

I received the Impression that 
the chief investigators did not 
seriously believe In this route. 
From what X have learned since 
I am convinced that Burgess and 
Maclean never were on the train 
\o Paris, but that someone who 
was In on the escape plot did 
travel on that train in order to 
throw a false scent. 

One clumsy misstep by that 
agent persuades me that he was 
an amateur, called in as is 
accessory at the last moment. 

His mistake, which has not 
hitherto been divulged, was to 
leave a snapshot, as if by acci-* 
dent. Of Mrs. Melinda Maclean 
on the seat of his carriage. „ 


THE QUESTION 

A> 


. L. SOLON 

— tha man who first brok# tha 
nows of th« vanishing 
diplomat* In 1 951 — wrltos 
th« sscond Instalmont of hi* 
Secret History ©f tha hunt 
for tho two m«n. 

weigh the question : if the 

escape seemed a hasty, nearly 
bungled job (an Inquisitive 
Customs official might have 
been an embarrassment) . ,^hy 
did the two men have to leave 
In such a hurry ? Who alerted 
them and for what reason ? 

The answer is that American 
FB.I. men had arrived 
In Britain in April 1951 and 
were in consultation with the 
British authorities on probl«n5 
of mutual security. 

While fully P rot «£d lW 
diplomatic Immunity Macleans 
contacts in W a sh in gjon and 
New York had nevertheless 
aroused suspicions and these 
were communicated to w 
British. 

HIS FRIENDS 

O NE of Maclean's 
associates was said to 
be William Reming- 
ton, now serving & prison 
sentence for perjury before a 
Congressional Committee. 

Years before, while at the 
British Embassy in Cairo, 
Maclean had been known for 
his caustic anti-Americanism. 
While this was considered as no 
more than vigorous frankness 
by an allied diplomat, it was 
noticed that Maclean's mood 
became bitter following . an 
incident Involving an American 

** After an all-night drinking 
party, Maclean was charged 
with injuring the girl, and but 
for the intercession of American 
friends this incident might have 
ended Maclean's career. 

Maclean, brilliant and person- 
able, had friends in high places 
in both Washington and Ldndon, 
It is no exaggeration to say 
that among the British he was 
, regarded by the Americans as 
the best * informed - on Anglo- 
American nancy. 

^By his Bntlsh colleagues he 
was regarded as the best 



MRS. MACLEAN 
As she was tm % tears ago. 

equipped to deal 
Americans on issues where 
differences had arisen. , 

DM erne of Maclean’s' "friends 
tell him, at the. crucial moment, 
that he was suspect ? 

The facts are that enough was 
known about Maclean's Cjxn- 
munist leanings by April 1951 
to arouse the gravest doubts 
about his loyalty. His superiors 
did not take the obvious step to 
ensure that he would be avail- 
able for the inquiry that had 

been requested. 

What makes the situation even 
mor 2 amazing: is that* 

Burgess and Maclean faded jo 
'keep their rendezvous with their 
Communist guides in Franca 
they could nave rcturn^ --- 
Tftntain with & M mi&sod-boat 
story and none would have been 
the wiser. 

Behind this apparent inepti- 
tude there seems to b© some- 
thin* more deliberate and more 
ringer. Burgess 
are irretrievably behind the 
Iron Curtain serving their 
Communist masters. But where 
is the man, or the men, who 
helped the two diplomats to 
escape ? 

WORLD COPYRIGHT RESERVED 

NEXT: The secrets they 
possessed . rr* 


FP ARENTLY 
he - intended this to 
- establish without 
doubt that the two men bad 
taken, the train. * ... 

This snapshot, retrieved by the 
train .conductor. only dis- 

covered In the train tt®M» ««* 
lq.ter and convinced at least one 
gy investigator that the escape 
route of the two diplomats led 
not through Paris but to one of 
the abandoned airstrips not far 
from Rennes. A fleeing man, 
with Maclean’s reputoUon lor 
meticulous detail, does not 
carelessly leave his wife's photo 
behind as a guide to hW TOIL - 
‘ TTnrasi therefor* necessary to 


L- 



0 


// 



Comment 


TUESDAY, £>£C. 29, 1853. . 

BURGESS ! A 
SUGGESTION 

G ut BURGESS, one of 
the *' missing diplo- 
-mais,” writes _to his 
mother for Christmas. So 
the whole Intriguing, 
never - ending mystery 
bolls up again. ’ 

■»,< r 0^. 4 V, « J**_v>*s 1 Of 

WUQ &WJI1CS ***** ***-»«,*» 

theories are circulated. One 
American newspaper even 
Links Macx.eak and Burgess 
with the missing scientist 
Pgntecorvo, and then with 
the explosion of the Russian 
H-bomb. 

Such sensational theorising 
does not sweeten Anglo- 
American relations, n6r help 
Britts hTpres tl gir It fruitless 
speculation can be ended by 
authentic news, now Is the 
time to issue it. 

The trouble is that nobody 
(except, perhaps, a limited 
official circle) knows any- 
thing whatever about the 
motives or the whereabouts 
of the two missing men. 
Since that day in May 1951 
when they were last seen 
walking from a taxicab to 
the railway station In 
Rennes, -France* nothing 
ha s been known of their 


movements. 
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T HERE were telegrams 
home, though not in the 
men’s handwriting. There 
was a draft for £1,000 re- 
ceived by Mrs. Maclean 
through a Swiss bank. There 
was her own disappearance. 

Anmaa tKft . Ruf (fflt* 

A’l'UW i*- ® 

letter. The rest*is silence, 
tet us try to get the thing in 
perspective, Maclean and 
Burgess were not prominent 
figures, nor had they great 
secrets to impart. What 
knowledge they had must 
have diminished in value $o 
rapidly that today it would 
be worthless. 

It is their disappearance and 
the manner of tt which gave 
them Importance. To call 
them world figures Is no 
exaggeration now, 

Another point to remember is 
that they have committed 
no crime* The police are 
therefore not officially In- 
terested in them except as 
* missing persons” and 
have no reason to pursue 
them or ev on to make in- 
quiries. 

Possibility 

T HIS does not apply to the 
security officers of the 
Foreign Office. They are, of 
course, very much interested- 
in the case and have kept it 
open for more than 2| years. 
They must have considered 
several possibilities* One is 
1 that fche Wo'men were kid- 
napped and bundled behind 
the iron Curtain. Such dis- 
appearances are not un- 
known nowadays. 

But this theory is hardly 
borne out by the facts of 
Maclean’s and Burgess's de- 
parture. nor by the careful 
arrangements made by Mrs, 
Macleak before she too was 
swallowed up. 


still likely that they are 


Soviet or satell Rc 
tory— and if that Is so It can 
only be because they were 
Invited there and were in 
possession of papers issued 
by the Soviet authorities. 


Security 


I F they are behind the Cur- 
tain it should not be 
beyond the resources of our 
Security organisations to 
discover it. And If they are 
not. the task should be even 
easier. 

Strangers cannot appear in 
any place and settle down 
without people talking— 
especially when the 
strangers are Maclka# and 
Burgess, about whom the 
world is speculating. People 
talk even behind the Cur- 
tain— behind their hands. It 
is this sort of talk which 
Security exists to pick up. 

In other words, It Is not 
reasonable to suppose that 
after 2i years of inquiries 
our officers, however baffled 
in some respects, have 
drawn a total blank. 

We suggest therefore that to 
clear the air an official 
statement should be issued 
providing all the informa- 
tion which it is in the 
.Rational Interest ffi vy, '■ 
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Express "steff Reporter 

W HY has Russia 
apparently 
changed her attitude 
towards the missing ; 
British diplomats 
Guy. Burgess and 
Donald Maclean ? j 
For two -st 4isilf years 
~ after their disappearance 
there was silence. A 
silence broken only by 
Soviet denials that the 
two Jhen were in Russia. 
Then three months ago 
Maclean's wife, Mrs. 
Melinda Maclean, and^thelr 
three children were allowed 
to join him. Mrs, Maclean 
caught the night express 
from Lausanne to Zurich 
and Vienna on Bepteinber 11 
and vanished behind the^ 

I Iron Curtain. rhrut-- 

And last week camejhe 

mas greetings letter irwn 
Burgees' to his mother s fiat &t 
Arlington House. S. W.l 




* DIPLOMATIC * _ 

was the letter pasted Tn"* 
London, S-U. but which 
British security men are certain r 
was brought in toy an Iron . 
Curtain courier under the \ 
immunity of a diplomatic bag 
It Is also believed that Burgess 
wrote the letter to his mother, 
whom he adored, because hi* 
resolve weakened when he saw 
the Macleans re-united. 

Why, then, does Russia allow Jtfl 
this after two and & half ye&fcs ’ 
of silence and mystery ? . j 

Here is one theory advanced By 
the responsible American news \ 
magazine World 

The flight of Mrs, Melinda 
Maclean to join her husband j 
was linked with the explosion 
of Russia’s first hydrogen bomb 
and the work done for the 
Russians by Harwell's runaway 
atom scientist Bruno Ponte- 
corvo. * A , ; 

It mas pert 0 / Pontecorvo % 

r awar d from the Russians that 
; he sh ould be alloived to 

arrange the r cuv.-iofi 0 / his old 
frie nds the Maclean family « 

The magazine, in putting forward 
this theory, points out that the 
careers of the two friends, 
scientist Pontecorvo and 
diplomat Maclean, had run 
strangely parallel from their 
first meeting m Paris in 1936. 

THE DATES 

That friendship grew while they 
were both working In America 
and later In England. Never 
pc /ore ha s it been s u ggested 
that^ther e was this link 
to etween the two men. 

Then came - the September day in 
1950 when Pomecorvo vanished 
with his family behind the 
Iron Curtain. 

Next to disappear on May 25, 
ISSl^Donald Maclean's birth- 
day— were Maclean and fellow- 
diolomat Guy Burgess. 

Then silence. 

And It was not until May 1952 
that Mrs, Macie&n learned 
that her husband was allm 
An emissary Irom behind the 
XrQU. Cu rials, brought her the 
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DE, PONTECORVO 
Old triend of Maclean. 5 

message, and £ 1,000 was { 
deposited to her credit In a 
Zurich bank. V 

* From this moment onwards 
Melinda's only purpose In life 
was to locate Donald, corees- 
pond with him and bring him 
back/* says the magazine, 

»She pursued this goal' with 
perseverance and subtlety that 
b&Sled Allied agents. 

* She dosed her house In Eng- 
land and took up residence in 
France. Then in October 1952 
she moyed to Switzerland. 

* She was now in constant touch 
with Soviet agents, who 
advised her. 

* She settled down in Geneva 
waiting, in a childish nope 
that she might eventually meet , 
Donald and bring him back to j 
England under a false name, 

* Evidence shows that although 
she was not. a Communist she 
did not condemn her husband's 
views, but she did not- at that 
time want to go to Russia. 

“Meanwhile in Russia Donald , 
had again , fallen prey to 

page two. coCTPWe' 
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\ The riddle of Burgess and Maclearil 

[ Fontecorvo/ The request went T heart, he said, was the reunioi 


despondencj , For almost a 
year he had beer, briefing 
Communists on allied policy 
and strategy, atomic installa- 
tions, Air Force strengths, 
points o t Anglo-American fric- 
tion. But gradually information 
iwindled to & trickle. 

wantea to see his wife and 
iildren, He told the authori- 
>s. 4 1 could do much better if 
had my family, around like 


through channels and struck a 
security snag, Mrs. Maclean 
was an American and a not> 
Communlst to boot- Only a 
high ornciai could authorise 
her entry. The decision was 
postponed 

Then in August 1953 came the 
thermo-nuclear explosion on the 
Aksu River which shook the 
world, 

* Ppntecorvo. hero ol the hour, 
was asked in true Oriental 
fashion to name his wish. 

' One of the things closest to his 


of the Maclean family. 

Thus the drama moved into its 
final act. Macie&n for the first . 
time since 1951 was able to 
send a long, handwritten letter 
by special courier to his wife, 
telling her he wanted her to 
join him and how it could be 
done. 

Melinda had to face the gravest 
decision of her life. She 
not hesitate. She agreed 
meet a Russian contact 
Majorca where they worked oil 
details for her flifiht." 


* 
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BACK?! 





m e# nor/c oft cluq 
the] bonded notepaperl 


o l 


HOW DID HE GET IT 
BEHIND CURTAIN ? 

^ ^ * Daily Mail Reporters ■ • - 

T ub missincT diplomat Guy Burgess, who vanished two and a holf 
v«" “9. wlih hi. friend Donald Maclean, has wri t .en o Ch,,s^ 
mas Utter to hi. mother I. wo. di.clo.od 

security officers considered this question . Is he bock m Bn a »_ 

There were some grounds for exomining 1 
that theory on the evidence available. 

The letter was in Burgess’s writing; it was on 
English notepaper not exported to the ^on Curtain^ 
its typewritten address did not appear to ^ve been 
upped out on a Continental machine thej^ter was 
posted in the S.E.l district of London oh Monday. 

Each clue was examined in detail— and considered 

I a the light of American intelligence reports which say 
hat Donald Maclean visited Paris before his wif e and 
amily vanished from Geneva last September. > 






-A 


P 


r \f 


£ 




* & 

0 € 

/P ^ 

4 / # 




,A 


I 


r ' v ; rt 1054 

-wtf* xb 


■* &■ 

»V*- 


tVS® 


m 


-‘Hi 


? 


"Daily Mail' 1 
-London 12-2U-53 

o i 

p e : GUY BURGESS, E^'AL 

espionage - 

6 0 m 1 


n 


qtfiCS 07 TM Usl.vL- h l 
J^itSEICAU BBA33X 

fcQSDQJ. ISaidOT 





-• t--"' * • ~* *'.**•*■• -r .v 







By. midn ight ^ 


ihe case-book 
>r n m i nl ieit #ve lopment In 
me of the greatest diplomatic 
mysteries of m time read 
something like this : 

Guy Burgess’s tetter w*3 
iddressed to h:s mother, Mrs. 
r \ Bassett, wife of Lieu t. --Colon e*. 

R. Bassett, fct Arli»f ton House, 
r, Lccmdiiiy* 

IHE POSTMARK 

ih dock area 

Its postmark— SB-1 — shows it 
ould have b&n posted by some- 
me arriving at Waterloo Avr 
station or hv anyone off a ship 
,sinf the wharves near London 
bridge or the elose-by Surrey 
Oocks, 

Thm Is known to be *T large 
raffic sn smuggLed letters brought 
a by seamen in ships trading: to 
■ountrieg behind the Iron Curtain 
-particularly Poland 

In the Thames orf Monday 
were three Russian ships —the 
' Lsfehta and the Grtbojedov. 
from Leningrad, and the Ler- 
montov, from the Black Sea. Ail 
but the Lskhta have now left. 
The only British ship in the 
r tier on Monday which had re- 
emiy called at an Iron Curtain 
the 3, 000-ton freighter, 
3altrova, She docked at Hay| 
A'harf with a cargo of bacon and 
ham from Gdynia* 

But none of her crew was 
(shore until the next morning- 
■aid the last collection from host 
:>ox es in tberfe&i ’area was at % 
p.m. on Monday. 

Because of the Christmas 
rush, the envelope bore no tilde- 
stamp— and, again because 0 / tm 
Christmas rush , its exact post- 
ing spot cannot be fdenft/fced... 

THE CONTENTS 

Date— but no address 

The onlv date on the letter is 
“November” It bore no address: 
-and ■ there was a notable 
absence of the copious supply of 
facts and Kossip which was 
typical of Burgess s writing styie 
' But the letter did ask that he 
:*> remembered -afSectionate.y to 



Mr Harold King, m*g gggr_gL 
stationery departmrot^n 


GUY BURGESS 
The men who hod lit lie io I os 
I Page TWO * 



the postmark 

John Dickinson, Ltd, manufac- 
turers or “ Basildon Bond,, said 
last night: 

•■None of it goes behind the; 
Iron Curtain. We WDort » little 
S’OL'ftden Belgium, France. and 
to troop canteens and Initiations 
in the British zone of Germany. 
So there is another •puzzle : 
How could Burgess Aooe_oo£ onv 
0 / this notepaper <* P™W e r 

where he has been rumoured 

urn to Poge Col. 


. w There is no possible ' doibt 
/ whatsoever that the letter was 
from him- It contained intimate 
terms familiar only to, 
mother and himself. 

“ He said he was in good health, 
and he wished his mother * 
Happy Christmas and New Year 
And from another source came 
confirmation that the letter- was 
genuine Mr, Nigel Burgess, an 
advertising executive and brother 
of the missing diplomat, said**-, * 
« The letter teas signed with 
a variant of Guv's name which 
he used when writing to m“ 
mother . The phraseology 


BURGESS 
-IS HE BACK? 



Continued from Page 1 

be living 7 O/ course, he may 
have taken some with him 
when he left Britain in May 
3951, 

That, then, Is the report on the 
first communication from Burgess 
since a telegram was sent to his 
mother in h:s name from a post 
“msec in the Rue du Louvre in 


t 



THE SIGNATURE ^ 

imo. friends. He did not name 
• Jem, but merely wrote • • . you 
slaw.” r 

Just night his stepfattoULXU^" 
Colonel Bass ett, said; ' i ,„. 


Paris soon after he vanished- . 

It establishes almost certainly 
ttiat he is alive and welt But St 
still leaves many Questions un- 
answered 

FIRST i Who posted the letter ? 
If Burgess is not back, it may 
have been brought in by a friend 
or agent — or could have even 
come through in the diplomatic 
bag of a Communist nation. 
'SECOND? Where Is Burgess 
living? The letter did not give 
any hint, or mention. any country 
passed, through since he left 
Southampton by crossT?ha,nnel 
boat on the night of May 25, 
1951. 

THIRD i Where are Maclean 
and his family ? The letter did 
mot mention them. 

&ona wr«wu FOURTH s What axe both men 

pxirA pap* urns a different tune [idQl ? Again no due m the 
^ paper— possibly of forwgn 

oriatu, _ ^Lz- — * Th e Foreign Office has re 


such that it could not have been 
a forgery. It was a healthy > 
happv letter, and d}d not seem 
to have been written under 
duress" | 

THE NOTEPAFpR 

None behind Curtain’ 

The next Clue is the note paper 
Itself. Shortly after it arrived 
Colonel Bassett told the Foreign 
Office. Security officers arrived 
and noted that T 

Two of the pages' nn^he 
envelope bore the ‘ Bastldnn 
Bond ” brand watermark. The 


to believe, however, that both men 
have since 'worked under Com- 
munist Government sponsorship, 
and in circumstances of compara- 
tive influence and affluence. 

FIFTH t Who are Burgess’s 
two friends mentioned fchougn not 
named in the letter? 

One may be Mr. Jack Hewlt, 
plump, bespectacled ex-actor with 
whom Burgess shared a nat in 
Old Bond-street, W. They had 
known each other for 14 years, 

more pages 

To a mystery 

The Other friend may be, a 
young American student with 
Whom Burgess had originally 
Dlanned to cross from Souttmmp- 
.ion in May 195 L 

But Burgess railed to keep an 
appointment with the student and 
crossed the Channel with 
Maclean Instead. 

SIXTH s Why has Maclean not 
written? Again,' only he can 
answer that question. » 

His mother, Lady Maclean, said 
last night that neither she nor 
her family had received any cop- 
munication. I 

So the Burgess-Maclean mystfry 
Aj&js a few more pages to its cale- 
book T but still remains largely m— 
mystery. . ^ 
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(MACLEAN) • ' * 

\ LONDON— FOREIGN SECRETARY EDEN SAID IT IS NOW BELIEVED MRS. 

JELINDA MACLEAN, AMERI CAN- BORN WIFE OF MISSING BRITISH DIPLOMAT D^NAI.n 
Q/'MACLEAN, CROSSED FROM SWITZERLAND TO AUSTRIA ON THE NIGHT OF SEPT. 

n. 

IT WAS ON THAT NIGHT THAT MRS. MACLEAN LEFT HER HO M E IN GENEVA WITH 
HER THREE CHILDREN. OSTENSIBLY TO SPEND A WEEK-END NEARBY. 

EDEN TOLD A QUESTIONER IN COMMONS THAT DRITISH AGENTS HAD NOT 
/MAINTAINED A WATCH OVER MRS. MACLEAN BEFORE HER DISAPPEARANCE BECAUSE 
[SHE WAS A "FREE AGENT- -NO SURVEILLANCE WOULD HAVE BEEN EITHER 
(TEAS I PLF OR PROPER." ' - 

\ HE-REFUSED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DISAPPEARANCE OF MACLEAN 
\f© FELLOW DIPLOMAT GUt- BURGESS IN 1951. 

1 10/26— EG 113SA 
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Gases of Vanished MacLeans 
Ridiculed by Soviet Magazine 

MOSCOW, Oct 3 The So-lsoviet Union” the magazine 
net weekly magazine New paid, 

limes said today there are “no* “But swindlers of the capital* 
grounds" for the theory that 
missing Melinda MacLean is be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. 

This was the first Soviet men- 
tion of the MacLean case. 

Mrs, MacLean is the American- 
born wife of a missing British 
diplomat. She disappeared with 
her three children from her 
mother’s home in Geneva* Swit- 
zerland, last month. 

Her husband, Donald* of the 
British Foreign Office’s Ameri- 
can Department, and a fellow 
diplomat, Guy Burgess, disap- 
peared from England in June, 

1051* 

In an article entitled, ‘‘Modern 
Sherlock Holmes in Internation- 
al Arena” the New Times scof- 
fed at Western press theories! 
that Mrs. MacLean’s disappear- 
ance was staged by the Soviets 
o decrease United States coofi- 
i [ence in British security. 

The disappearance “is ins g- 
I i lificent in itself and without t le 
Slightest connection with Ae 


ist press, intelligence services 
and diplomacy attempted to 
transform this 'detective case" 
into an international political 
event,’ 1 

The weekly also disclaimed 
knowledge of the whereabouts; 
of MacLean and Burgess. 

The magazine cited a cable it 
said was received from Henry 
Lowry* Washington correspond- 
ent of the London Daily Express, I 
asking confirmation of a report 
that MacLean and Burgess were 
editing the New Times itself. 

“This aroused only laughter 
in our office/' the New Tim?s 
said, “where MacLean and Bi|r- 
gess were known only, thxou, ih 
hysterical stories in th^ Westeln 
press/L_^ 
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